IN NOVA BCOTIA AND THE ADJOINING PROVINCES,

affection, and the like, But
sentences would be read asa
task, the story of Joseph I8 remembered with
al pleasuro; and wheress the naked

ove, father)
hereas su

Sassertion of its lessons would compel us to
aequicsce in our duties, the narrative insensi-

Ably fills us with admiration, and aottracts our

govery sympaths.

4 . This earth docs not consist of the barely

indispensable; neither docs the Bible. We

ghave the useful and the ornamental,—thoughts
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their peculiar opinions. Had there heen any
one authoritative declaration, (1) as fo all the
doctrines which ought to be held; (2) asto
the forms of worship which cught to be prac-
tised, sud {3) as to the system of church gov.
ernment which ought to be adopted, as there
is an authoritative summary of tho duvies
which are to be performed, does it not appeer
probable that the number of disputes and con-
troversies which are the laughing stock of the
infidel, and the disgrace, in great measure, of

dorned in an attractive garb, beld imagery, | the Christian world, would be diminished
ivid description of scenery, accounts of! But the very fact mentioned, that sects in
Buman wishes and human feelings, And all ! their warrings appenl to the same pnssages in
his shows that religion is & manv-sided thing, ‘ confirmation of their views, shows that the
ntended to act upon us as individuals, to en-! ur .y of sentiment which we might have ex-
er into our sociag intercourse, and toinfluence ! pected, beforchand, to accompany a differsnt
he affairs of nations. method of revelation, would not have resulted.
The Bible, from its very absence of system, | This is only the old imagining of the rick man
s adapted to exery variety of character.” Here | in Tlades, who supposed that if he had bad
e treatises and sententious maxims for the | the counsel of one seat from the othcr world,
matter-of-fact and those addicted to clase | he would have re}xentcd. Scripture was not
easoniny ; hiography and history for the lov- | designed to compel assent, but 1o win men ta
$r5 of narrative; the sympathy of kindred | believe. Revelativn was not given to place
irits for the atili ted ; puetry for the imagina- | man, by one mighty cles atiun, upon * the vap-
Bive; politics for the luvers of law; plain fare ! tage ground of truth,” but painfully to guide
or wayfering men, and hard matters for these ' him thither. 'The journey has not been ren-
elighting in the mysterious. For the s:mwidered less toilsome, but the path is pointed
eason, it is cqually suited to every clime and ! out with greater precision.  Those who attend
ountry. ‘The ditierences between man and | most carefully to the direction of Scripture,
pan ar. of little account compared with the | will find the way shorter and more picasant,
pany points of resemblance possessed by ailf than those who, being less observant, stiike

9:'1; holds true of natures the most highly
tivated as compared with those who occupy

ficity, is equally adapted to all.
8 (2). But, secondly, a result scemingly evil
tends the form in which the Supreme Being
hs been pleased to veveal his will to wow. |
nce we are left to collect our sysiem of be- |
ef from a variety of particulars and sources,
stead of having all that is necessary for us
know set down in o furmal series of dog-
25 and since the minds of men ditfer widely
their wodes of apprehending the teuth, 1t
llows, that the want of a complete summary
doctrine in any one part of Seripture, of
ich the other poriions might serve as ilius-
ptions, leaves the door open for innumerahle
sputes asto what precise views accurately re-
sent the mind of God's Spirit. Thus we!
d the Christian world agitated by endless
anglings,—now about the forms of relizion,
d again sbout the essentials of its creed ; so
Bt the church is split up into a vast number
seets, each too frequently hating the others
bre intessely than oll hate their common
my—sin.  Perhaps there arc not three
trines of the Blble, regarding which the
ws of all concur ; and what is extraordinary,
apparently confirms the view taken, is
t all appeal to the same Bible, and not un-
quently to the same passages in support of

commen. ‘The greatest genius differs’less! out a path more rugged and devious, Butudl

om the simplest individual possessed of ordi- | who follow its couascls, with the sincerity of

Bury sanity, than the latier does from the most | humble believers in its divine authority, can-
pgacious uf irrational animals. And the same | not fait of ultimately arriving at the summit.

!

he Jowest position in the seale of civilization, | guage, when taken in conncction with the
ad the Bible, from its artlessness and shm- | varieties that subsist in the minds of men,

z
f

1t seems, in faet, to be a defeet (shall we
term it?) inhercut in the very nature of lan-

that sentences, however precisely formed, are
susceptible of a variety of mennings, especiale
Iy when the general :cope of a pussage does
not receive due attention.  Nothing will ren.
dsr this more evident than an iHlustration from
the science of law. The acts of u legislature
are framed by men whose whole study it is to
state their meaning with an accuracy that shall
leave no place for doubt or seruple as to their
meaning. But in point of fact, all thair pain-
ful circumlocution is so far from preventing
ambiguity, that ne suhject can be coneeived in
a state of greater confusivn. And when the
wars of the religious worll are cavillal at by
the infidel, he should point us to sume bran
of human investigation, whose pre.tssors are
more at peace.

"The grand reason why such cndluss discus-
sions take place about the meaning of the
Scriptures is, not that they spek with an
“ unerrtain sound,” but that i come to their
pages with their opinions already formed ; and
ransack the Bibls, mot to ascortuin whatit
says, so much as to discover sume isoluted pas-
sages which appear to support their views.
‘This evil habit of 1solation, ¢f < parating texts
(as they are termed) from theh coutest, is fos-
tered by the manner in which the Bibleis



