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Dy, very properly impresses upon the minds|cluims of truth, justico or humanity—sell|tined never torecover. Moses, Elijuh, Py
of his students the value and necessity of phy-|their birthright for a mees of porridge, or} Athunasiug, Luther, Knox, were all mey
sical conrage, in such a world us this, where barter their mental indepundence in exe)gicat vigor and constaucy of will,  Hay,
thero are so many malign influences at work, change for any quantity of bread and butter. had their wills renewed and strengihe,
which c¢an only be met and neutralised hy’[u other words, we hulicve that the * moral they secm to have felt they had the worg,
opposing force to force. He further shows hero™ is not altogether an extinet species of  of God to speak and the work of God 10 ¢
that cven Christian virtue itself is inpos- tho genus komo, even in our degencrate age ;) and their biographies show that though g,

sible without it, and calls to mind that the althought it must be counfesced that the
lofticst poetry in the Bible is employed specimens are by no means common.  Yer
in celebrating the deeds of brave men—|this is nut exactly the point aimed at in the
a circumstance of no slight significance|present lecture, there being many degrees in
to the reflecting mind. We are neverithe moral thermometer before we reach the
to forget—indecd we will not be allowed highest dovelopement of human character.

to forget—that we arc “born inte a; Wo need scarcely say that the excellent
state of war;" and whether in our individual  Essay of Foster, on ** Decision of character,”
or sooial capacity. it wo desire prace we which everybody hus read, is upon a kin-
must approve ourgelves able to fight for it dred subject, and iu o far touches comwon
when required. The idea that, in a worldlground. Irrespective of the objects aimed at,
where mean, thoughtless, and above all, un-lwe cannot withold our admiration from the
principled men, are numerous, we can move:latter quality; but highmoral courageis much
along quietly withous a struggle, is very uiore rarely found, and the feclings called
fallacious, As well might we adopt the'fortlx by it of a far loftier deseription. Tt
one-sided philosophy of the simple Hindoo, of \may be said to be tho union of this quality of
whom the story is told, that he became so!dectsion with kigh moral purposes and aims,
enamoured of the sublime maxims of our|—in the words of the author ¢ when fully
religion that ke was induced to pay u visit;developed, moral courage may be regarded
to England in order to sce and admire, in!as a sort of general autcome of wmany
their own homes, that wonderful people Wholvirtucs and graces.”  With both the one
had sent forth to the ¢nds of the carth, the quality and the other, the will has much to
teachers of such noble doctrines. Landing do. The will is that power of the mind
at Liverpool, he had scarcoly set foot on thc‘lwhich chooses and determines what is to be
sacred territory, when he was assailed by a done and what is not to be done. It way
drunken sailor who unceremoniously dealt,exist in the greatest strength and vigor in
him a blow on the side of the head ; where- irreligious men.  Indeed. most of the men
upon, in the mistaken epirit of his vewly whose names are famous in history—our great

J
l

were not perfect in all respeets, by |
men, yet ueither obloyuy, nor poverty,
torture, nor all the powers of corth
hell combined, could break the irou inflog
lity of their determination to speak Gy
words aud to do God's work.

Our author’s analysis of the natyp
moral courage is no less skilful and iagen
than his enforcement of it i3 poted
eloquent. First of all, he says, while 1 inayy
some oxtent, bo modified by physical cayge
itis plin that it depends for its strengy
and cfficient action mainly on the conding]
of the mind. It must draw its strepp)
from some of the highest principles of 1z
ven, and decpest feelings of the buyy
heatt. It is no transient ecmotion byt 5
abiding principle, which is ever gathen
fresh vigor.  Continually, in all our action
we must be either fighting on the ng
of right, under the God of light, order arf
justico ; or on the side of wrong, under i
Prince of Darkuess.  To perceive clews
our relativn to God, our minds have veed d
divine enlightenment. No man anbs
moral hero, who has not a clear and pro
found faith i all the claims of justice, The
Monar Cowanrp is essentially unjust i

adopted creed, he ‘‘turned to him warriors, statesmen and politicians,—all
the other also!" In fact, without the those whose names sphere high in the firma.
ion of this quality, honest menincnt of renown —usually display an imimense
would bo continually at the mercy of thc; Jorce of will. They form their plavs, whe-
;)x:pt‘xlc)lcntaandt r;};t;’cwus. ]t:]nd ]\;oultl so;m' :{:c: right or wrong, a;d show a rcsolutl}xlon
clbowed cut of the world. But, as the'that never wavers, and a constancy that
author observes, this courage must be calm, 'never flags, in the cxecution of them.  Now,
manly. rational and virtuous. Discreetly 'morul courage, when cnlightencd and di-
used, it serves to protect its owner hetter rected by the spirit of true religion, makes
than a drawn sword, or a Colt's revolver. us as resolute in following after the dictates
Moreover, if we aim at success in uny de-iof truth and rectitude, as worldly men are
partment of science or learning, this quality in carrying their purposes into effect.  Such
is equally indispeasable in such pcchfulirg:nlutions, such vigor, and constaney of
baléle.: to emlnblc us to.co?hquer (.]lﬂ.lcl‘ll.tle:. fiw:l.l hn\'ﬁ cxtnl.:lcd in ;ll t}:uly rﬁlxgxous m;‘“;
ut moral cournge is the main subject of, —in al osc who have been usefu

the present lecture.  Moral cour:':ge '—'to the world whether by their example or
Where, in this age of conventionulity and;tcaching.Letusconsidcr,tbrinstancc, the con-
sham, n‘rt thou to be fouu?’? In a world:stancyof the first martyrs and confessors, who
whero ¢ all seek there own,” art thou only;stood unmoved before their merciless perse-
a superior kind of prudence, which cnnblcs'cutors, aud cheerfully laid down their lives
its lucky possessor to realise better board rather than deny their Lord and Master—
and_ lod.gmg t.htm the _man of tinid a‘nd fuﬂ”cn‘ngdcath ofttimes lingering, pa}nf‘ul and
vacillating mind who is not endov:cd with ignominious. And what but this strong
an cqual share of self-coufidence? Is it,faitk in Him could have supported them amid
true that, nccording to the high transcen-|such awful trials as they were called on to
dcntabloassch?l of lphil_')so;)hers.l the \;hole of 'e{:duref!l 1';.)nimatlcd by his Holy L?‘lpir;t,
our ted civilizativi, no less than ourithey felt themselves supcriox' to all the
individual enterprise, however lofty in ap-|terrors of the rack, the gibbet, and the
pearance, will in the end be found to resolve stake. It was a ray from the same divine
themselves into noihing more generous lhanifount. which falling upon theheart of a poor
the seething contents of a frying-pan ?— | Monk, animated him to almost superhuman
But = truce to cynical reflections.  Sufficelexertions in behalf of a pure Christianity,
it to say, that we fully helieve that there;—filled him with such sirength of zeal and
ave some at least to be found who would|{vigor of purposc s shook the world to its
not, under any circumstances or for any|centre, and inflicted upon an idolatrous and
consideration, kunowingly triflc with the|corrupt crecd a wound, from which it is des-

dishonest ; unjust to God, and thea dishenst
to his fellow men : he is likewise his ony
greatest cnemy. In addition tos hevss
there must be a great reverence for t
government and laws of God, 13 cxempli
in the case of the Christian wartyr
the highest forms of moral courage,
must aleo be pure and ardent lore~l
grest that it will prompt to benenla
decds, not merely to the wise and gm

but what is far more, to the thoughtlesa
ungrateful, towards whom a bare sense ¢
justice might tend to produce a cold sererd
In this connection, how unspeakably gm
;the sublime moral heroism of the gnes
‘Saviour, in thinking of us when we v
yet his cnemies, and in sceking, by thens
Iﬁee of himsclf, to reconcile uvs to God!
If we wonld know what are the priei
iessential to moral courage in its hip
=forms, whither can we go for an eug
hut to the great Redecmer of mankind®
In the next place,a good conscience is3
dispensuble.  * 'Tis conccience that wib
cowards of us all.”  Qut of an csil o
,science all sorts of cowardice will spricg
On the other band, all heroisms 4
strengthened by a good conscience

strong faith acting on a good conscd®
the chief means of moral courage. !
conclusicn at which the author am
under this head is deserving of nitents
It is « that he who has little o
courage has but a fecble hold on @
principles; a dim perception of j

weak faith, and a ricketty consciend
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