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feutures it should bie preserved. Here
two questions corne up ;-First, how van
we call a school system that maires no
poitive provision for religious instruc-
uon a blessing ?-and, secondly, why
has Halifax flot shared in the blcsiing ?

As to the firat of these questions, 1
anitwer,-(1) haif a loaf is better than
no brcad. 'Ibo country had nos xbl
of commun sebool education at ai, andi
was <lrifting fromn b.d to vorse. (2)
otqr people are on the whole a moral
mid a religions peuple, and the new
systemn was put into thieir own bauds to
work. They solve the religious difli-
culty practically. They elect trustees
who encourage the reading of the Scrip-
turcs in schools, andi, as the clergymen
of the districts are members of the
Sclîool Boards, and the teachers gene-
rally men of the yeomen clan, wbo wel-
corne religious influences for themselves
and tlîeir seholars, mont of our country
schools are far from bein; Ilseculair." (37)
People in the country jeive more time wo
the home training of tbeirchildrcn in reli-
gion than is the eaue in towns; and in
the eountr*v the avowedly -irreligious
class 18 alway aMa. Our modern
cities are th darling homes of the infidel,
the reckîcas, the I-dang-erous" classes.
These three reauons are @ufllcent to ex-
plain why our pMeent School Systeni
doeu very well or the Province gene-
rally.

But why then does it not do as well
for Halifax ? And this question lias its
interest for ail other towns sirnilarly
ituated. Tint it does not do as welI,
.9 all but universally admitted. Tie
System is expensive, and the resuits are
unsatisfactory; there are denominational
heart-burnings and, what i8 stili worse,
publie indi !erence to tie whole thing,
as if it were quite right that it ahould be
the football of poâties, and not the
saered and vital thing it Ws What is
the reason, and is there a cure ?

1 believe thre reason at the root of our
present evils ia, that the School Act did
not recognize fully ansd frankly enolh
the difference between tihe city andthe
country. It did ackuowledge a differ-
enee, and met it with two provisie"is,
viz.-it refused the city the right to
eleet a Sehool Board, and it empowered
the Board that it cafle into existence
to treat with aiready existing schoois,

and f0 pay them with city mnoney,
though tley remnained denominational.
Perbapa it wus not foreseen that here
wus nut only the tîiin end of the wedge
introduce, but a Bioard created pecu-
liarly adapted for drivg the wedge
home. It would h'ave been far better
te have adlopted the Onîtario Lystem at
once,-to have allowed the citizens tu
manage their own acheol affaira; te have
given a Bloard power, should the vitizens
so desire, to appropriate the school taxes
of Roman Cathlics wo R. C. separate
sehoohs, and the rest of the money to
comuon Protestant schools. For, tu
suppotwe that in a city of 55,000 people,
over 15,000 Roman Catholies adiiiirably
organized, and faitliftl to, their spiritual
advisera, andi who Lad alrcady contribut-

ti largcely to erect schools, to be taujght by
"1the C hristian brothera" and by "s'iÏters,"
would hoq, satibfied with Common Schools
where no religious teaching wvaa given,
or wbere the Protestant version of the
Bible was read, and where most of the
teachers would be Protestankts, waL& to
show considerab!e ignorance of human
nature and a.vowed Roman Cathjolie ideas.
The resuit 'of trying to shufile over
the diflleulty, instead of meeting it
5suareY, bat; been t. give the Roman
(Catho1îcs more than they theniselves
wouid have nsked, and the Protestants
leua than they have a right to deniand.
At present the Roman Catholies have
the advantages, and the rest of the tax-
pavý%era tie disadvantages, of both the
Common &chool and the Denominational
qystems; and ail thia Las corne about.,
seemin lwithout any one intending it;
and noÉ:ly seemns to, have any distinct
idea as to how far it may or ought to
go.

lu these cireumastances, what is to be
done ? Sbould any one propose that
we go baek to thre beginning a ain, and
make a better beginningz of it; carry
out a Common Sehool systemi in its en-
tirety of a secular Sehool and noue
other in each ward or haif ward of the
city, my answer is, that such a polig,
is now impracticable, a.nd even were it
otherwise, at the best, Dot a thing to be
very enthusiaatic about But it is imprac-
ticable, and that is enough about it. The
Catholies have got, Separateý Schools in
Halifax, and it is mucTi easier tu keep
than to get. What isueeded nowis a


