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The first answer of President Wilson to Germany's impudent
request for an armistice was not entirely satisfactory; but bis
more extended reply of October l4tb is more definite, and is
said to accurately set forth the position of the Allies. After Say-
ing that ail conditions of any armistice must be ieft to the military
advisers of the Ailied Governments, and providing for ail proper
safeguards, he proceeds to say that tbey wiil not consider any
armistice "so long as the armed forces of Germany continue the
illegal and inhumane practices wbich they stili persist in. At the
very time that the Cerman Government approaches the Govern-
ment of the United States with proposais of peace its subniarines
are engaged in sinking passenger slips at sea, and not the ships
alone, but the very boats in which their passengers and crews
seek to make their way to safety; and in their present enforced
witbdrawal from Flanders and France the Germran armies are
pursuing a course of wanton destruction, wbicb bas always Leen
regarded as in direct violation of the rules and practices of civilized
warfare. Cities and villages, if not destroyed, are being stripped
of ail they contain, not only, but often, of tbeir very inhabitants.
The nations associated against Gernrany cannot te expected to
agree to a cessation of arms wbile acts of inhumanity, spoliation
and desolation are being continued, wbich tbey justly look upon
witb borror and with burning bearts."

The address of tbe President at Mount Vernon on July 4tb is
then referred to :

"The destruction of every arbitrary power anywbere tbat can
separately, secretly and of its single choice disturb tbe peace of
the world; or, if it cannot be presentiy destroyed, at least its
reduction to virtual impotency. Tbe powér wbicb bas bitberto
controlled tbe German nation is of tbe sort bere described. It is
witbin tbe choice of the German nation to alter it."

The President's reply concludes as follows :-" Tbe President's
words just quoted naturally constitute a condition precedent to
peace, if peace is to corne by the action of tbe German people tbem-
selves. Tbe President feels bound to say tbat the wbole process
of peace will in bis judgment, depend upon tbe definiteness and
the satisfactory cbaracter of the guarantees wbich can Le given
in this fundamental matter. It is indispensable that the G3overn-
ments associated against Gerniany sbould know beyond a perad-
venture witb wbom, tbey are dealing."


