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deait %with as a rogue and vagabond is to be deerrnýd an incor-
rigible rogue, alnd rflay be comrnitted to the house of correction,
there tzi reniain until the next Quarter Sessions. Section Io of
the sarne Act einpowers justices at Quarter Sessions to examine
into the circumstances of the case and to order the further im-
prisonmcnt of the offender, and also "that such offender (not
being a female) be punishied by Nvhipping kit sncb tirne and place
as according to the nature of the offence they in their discretion
shall deem expedient»- Liizw journal.

P>ow1R 0F LEGISLATURE TO DispoSE 0Fý PUBLIC PROPERTY.
-What is known as the Chicago Lake Front Case, recently de-
cided by the Supremne Court of the United States, is perhaps the
rnost important lawsuit, in point of substantial resuits involved,
which bas ever corne before thrt tribunal. The opinion extends
tEe doctrine laid clown in previous decisions of that court, that
there are certain rights of the people that legisiatures are bound
to respect. In the earlier cases it wvas held that these agencies
of governinent catinot barter awythe public health and the pub-
lic marais. It nowv declares in the present casc that there is a
point beyond whicb the people cannot, by their servants, be dis.
possessed of their titie to public property. The Legislature of
Illinois granted certain rights to the Illinois Central Railroad
Company on certain conditions. The company rnaintained that
the fulfilment of those conditions vested those rights in the coni-
pany in perpetuity, under the lav of contracts. The legal Posi-
tion of the cornpany under this dlaim has seerned alniost im-
pregnable. The sanctity of contracts is rigidly upheld by the
law, and the federal constitution provides that their obligation
shal! fot b2 inipaired. But the court rules that the rights con-
veyed belonged to the people and could iiot be conveyed in per-
petuity to a private party. These Nvords are used: The State
can no more abdicate its trust over property in which the whole
people are interested . .so as to leave tbern entirely under
the use and control of private parties . than it can abdi-
cate its police powers." The principle thus extended is one of
great importance, It not onlly places a limit to the attainrnent
of private right in public property, but measures the extent of
injury a State can suifer at the hands of indiscreet or v'enal legis-
latures.-Central Law ý7ou,'na1.
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