
Kamitschatka, %vith two littie vessels which had been bujit ;one speciafly
under bis own conimand, the other under the commnand of bis lieutenant,
Chirikof. he two vessels sbortly became separated, but iii the end
both captains sighited what is now known to have bee:i the AXmerican
continent.

Chirikof regained Katmtschatka bel ore winter, but Behiring and bis
ship's company Of 7o men or more were less fortunate. 'l'le part of
the coast seen by Behring wvas near MNount St. Elias, where his people
landed on an island, noiv knownr as Kaye Island. Little timie w~as
given to exploration, for, liaving delayed long in searching to the south-
eastward of Kamitschatka for a mythical land existing only on the miaps
of the day, the scarcity of provisions on board bis sbip began to weigh
ul)on the commander. After taking un buard some water, aiid %vithout
even meeting any of the inhiahitants, sail %vas again imde for the Asiatic
coast. It %vas already l)ast the middle of july, fogs and stormis delayed
the navigators, and in endeavoring to miake a %vesterly course they
encouintered the great bouthward hending chain of the Aleutian Islands.
Short stoppages were made at several of these Islands, which it is nowv
difficuit to identify exact.), but in the eni they passed clear of this
archipelago and found themselves, again stecring westward acrots a
trackless sea. 'l'le conditions were becoing desperate. Water 'vas
scarce and food 'vas issued at reduced rations, while the crew were ail
more or less afflicted 5r' scurvy. T he commander himiself bad taken to
bis bed, and it is related that the two meni necessary for the helm were
led thither by twvo others scarcely in better condition than themiselves.

Land was at length sigbited, and it was assurned to be soine part of
the peninsula of Kamntschatka. Ail the difficulties of the return appeared
to have pmssed, and for a brief period it wvas a time of congratulation
and general joy. 'The vessel wvas already in a deplorable condition, and
at a council of the officers it was decided that is would be necessary to
land on the shores in sighit whatever they rniglit prove to be. The
vesse] ivas brouglit to an anchor, but before the ]anding cou]d be
effected iii any regular way, a storm sprang up in w'hich slie wvas cast
ashore, and though none of the crewv were drowned, several of those
already sick succumbed to tQie effects of the scurvy in the process of
landing.


