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them until 1 was so near that 1 could easiiy distirguishi the yeilow

tnarkings of tho feathers, and get a pretty fair mental pictture of the

itir(1 for comparison with the description whichi, after some research, I

fonnd in rny 1' cllwraitli." I hiave dwelt soniewliat at Iengthi upon
thiq as being a very fair sanîple of the way in wvhch I identified the

one hutndred and twventy species of birds I Lave nio% the pleasuiro of

nunibering aniongist my acquiaintances. This number I ani awvare is a
eaal showving, for twvo years' work, buit as jet I have bad buit littie

opportunity to visit the baunts of the water birds. Of coiso I varied

my plans to Suiit the circumnstances, and wv]îen the birds seeine lunwil-

ling to have me go to them, I reversed ïMahioniet's plan wvifli the

mouintain and mat dowvn and 'v:mitedl tili the birds camne to mie. If mny
a time 1 grot taaitabizing glitupser for a nmoment only of somne ne'v or

rare bird, Nvlhxchm tempted me to regret niy htck of a gun, there wvere few

instances ii wvhiclh I was not after'vardii rewarded by a longer and

nearer viemv of the sanie bird, whîich enabled nie to identify it, at least

to nmy o'vn satisfaction. ]3esides, I alw,,ays consoled myseif with the

reflection that the noise of a guin would have driven away moie birds

than its use would have secured. Having thus outlined xay plan of

*campaign, it remains to give you the prornised anecdotes of bird ways,
-thougli I cannot reasonably hope that my observations wvill interest yait

Ma tbey did nie, to wvhomi everything 1 saw was a nev revelation.

One of the fi-st tlîinga thiat struck nme about the birds was a very

hian quality iii many of their actions, and strange to simy it wvas not

always the noblest traits of man tbey chose for imitation. Foir instance

nmy admiration for the strongpr sex wvas flot rnuch increased hy wvatching

Uhe actions of a Dovny Woodpecker, 'vho wvomIld not respond to lus
wife's frenzied entreaties for liell iii driving froin their door a big,

Lale-bodied trmrp of a Fhicicer who insisted on gctting in. There s:Lt

Mr. Downy iii a neighibouriug tree, and wvould iiot stir a wviug, though

bis better hiaif even left the door tmmgarded for' a moment, and 'vent to

fetch Min, but when tbe inteuder wvas driven away by niy i'apping on

the the truink of the tree with a stick, lie camne sivaggering borne, and

took all tic credit of it to limiself. It wvas only wheni lie wvs U1nis

shiarnelessly boasting of his prowess thiat I noticed the scarlet fez he

wvore on the back of bis head, and reflected timat one could expeet ne


