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enough to have stocked the continent, at amy rate to the linit
of economic safety. had they been adapted to pieset cniin
The Binebird population vas almost emtiey wpdout one
winter. Fewer were left of tbem' t= of pigen just afler the
Petoskrv rooken- vas deserted: ve n fise vemr the Bluebi1
regaiaed ils aid mumbems But the Bluebird us a surog. virile
raoe, cutably adapted to the codtosof a cultivated comtU-
Tht eo vas mot. licce i passed away while ils dlome fela-
tive, the Miornig Dove, stifl thrives and iceams

It muai be borne ini mind that our bird population is limited
liv maturai conditions. lu moet cases tis imit ias reacbed
long ago. and no more birds c-an imhbit 'North Amerira than
c-an tlnd support during the season of least food supply- In a
normal or stajioeary population. the death rate must equal
the birth rate or tis tht population crases 10 be stationarv..
The breeding seao incrrases the population enaoruesiv and
one wav or another this increase must be. a.X1 is. redured to,
tht smaile supportinc pouer of the land through winter-

It is es-id<,nt that tbis allows of a consierabit margin of
reduction and shows that esc-n quite consideble numUmr c-an
lie destros-ed u-itbout interfeirinit iith tht ultimate numUers
of tht ixpulation andi that the cotaiaratively fc-w individuals;
taken bs- collectors rannot bave an appreciahkr effert utron thtir
numbeir-

Tht professional eoIkc-tor bas corne in for i-or ular abuse.
far bevond bis tic-sens. In tht first place. the profeional
conlcctor is al>Ms an unknown quantits. Ht is too sc-arce in
fac-t 10 find wlien 'zanteti lu the uc-il place. there is little or no
market for bis watts Fc-w sientists are wealthv or al-le to pas-
prices that aflow the 1-sofesfiona a li-,ceibood- Tht trade in
biz gagne beats andti ropbies witb wealthv srortsmen is C-on-
siderable and the i-humatge business for mutiner' pur3 b as
wrought desastation amonvst certain s-is but the ror-
tunities for profsinal scientifir roflectors are smnafl iudeed-
This is 10 be reiretteti as. aflovinur that the studv of lirs is
justifi-ble. it follow . as a malter of c-our-se. that the man vho,
supplies the material is justihedt also anti is engraged in commenti-
able work- N'o one pesn c-an personallv zather material from
'a rerv wlere. vet extra-limitaI material is just vliat tht enm

iuvestigator requir-es in bis work. Witbout a system whereby
the earnest student c-an at least partially. pav tht exr-enses Mf
Uis explorations, modxem science woulti still be in the dark con-
dition of middle azes- Tht troc-h making field mori of Bates
or Wallace woulti bave been impossible if thts bat! mot found a

mai ket for their wares. I
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