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partially fed on parsnips, or whitc carrots
and grass, in Se(})tembur and October, when
salted and potted, will eep till the following
spring, preserving as well as Irish butter,
with @ much less rank flavour. The price
of the best Jersey cows, including points
and quality, is from £20 to £30; and up to
£90s is given for the best heifers.  Yearling
bulls, of the best breed aud points, from £10
to £15.”

In the choice of a cow let me very ear-
nestly impress upon the purchaser that her
youllk must, be one chief consideration, for
which hardly any other advantage will com-
pensate.  As a cow increases in {enrs, her
milk decreases in value, and yet her appe-
tite increases at an equally rapid rate. Then
again, when she is 1o be fatted off’ for the
buteher, there is no amount or quality of
food which can be given to an old cow that
will remunerate her owner for the expense.
Buy, then, a young cow, and dispose of her
in some way or other (without she is very
good for milk and butter (before she is more
than six or seven years old, and just before
calving.—Modern Dairy.

AGRICULTURE IN 1685.

The fact that the sum raised in England
by taxation has, in a time not exceeding two
long lives, been multiplied thirty-fold, is
strange, and may at first sight seem apal-
ling.~ But those who are alarmed by the
public burdens may perhaps be re-assured
when they have considered the increase of
the public resources. In the year 1685, the
value of the produce of the soil far exceeded
the value of all the other frujts of human in-
dustry. Yet agriculture was in what would
now be considered as a very rude and imper-
fect state. The arable land and pasture land
were not supposed by the best political
arithmeticians of that age to amount to much
morethan halfthe area of the kinadom. The
remainder was believed to consist of moor,
forest, and fen. These computations are strong-
ly confirmed by the road books and maps of
the seventeenth century. From these books
and maps it is clear that many routes which
now pass throngh an endless succession of or-
chards, hayfields, and heanfields, then ran
through nothing but heatly, swamp, and war-
ren. In the drawings of English landscapes
made in that age forthe Grand Duke Cocmo,
scarce a hedgerow is to be seen, and numer-
ous tracts, now rich with cultivation, appear
as bare .Sa]isburK Plain. At Enfield, hardly
out of sight of the smoke of the capital, was
a region of five and twenty miles in circum-
ference, which contained only three houses
and scarcely any inclosed fields, Deer, as
free as in an Amer.can forest, wandered there
by thousands. It is to be remarked, that
wild animals of large size were then far more
numerous than at present. The last wild
boars, indeed, which had been preserved for

the royal diversion, and had been allowed to
ravage the cultivated laud with their tusks,

had been slaughtered by the exasperate(i
ustics during ¢ license of the civil war.
Tle last wolf that has roamed our island had
hzen slain in Scotland a short time before
theclose of the reign of Charles the Second.
But many breeds, now extinet or rare, both
of quadrupeds and birds, were still common.
The fox, whose life is, in many counties, held
almost as eacred as that of a_human being,
was considered as a mere nuisance. Oliver
Saint John told the Long Parliament that
Strafford was to be regarded, not as a stag or
a hare, to whom jome law was to be_given,
but as a fox, who was to be snared by any
means, aud knocked on the head without pity.
This illustration would be by no means ‘a
happy one, if addressed tocountry gentiemen
of our time: but in Saiut John s ays there
were not seldom great massacres of foxes, to
which the peasantry thronged with all the
dogs that could be mustered : traps were set 3
nets were spread ; no quarter was given ; and
to shoot a female with cub was considered as
a feat which merited the gratitude of the
neighbourhood. The red deer were then as
common in Gloucestershire and Hampshire
as they now are among the Grampian Hills.
On one occasion Queen Anne, on her way to
Portsmouth, saw a herd of no jess than five
hundred. The wild bull with his white
mane was still to be found wandering in a
few of the southern forests. The badger
made his dark and tortuous hole on the side
aof every hill where the copsewood grew thick.
The wild cats were frequently heard by night
wailing round the lodges of the rangers of
Whittlebury and Needwood. The yellow-
breasted marntin was still pursued in Cran-
bourne Chase for his fur, reputed inferior only
to that of the sable. Fen eagles, measuring
more than nine feet betweenthe extremities
of the wings, preyed on fish along the coast
of Norfolk. On all the downs, from the
British Chanuel tc Yorkshire, huge bustards
strayed in troops of fifty or sixty, and were
often hunted with greyhounds. The marshes
of Cambridgeshire and wvincolnshire were
covered during some months of every year
by immense cloudsof cranes. Some of these
races the progress of cultivation has extirpat-~
ed. Of others the numbers are so much
diminished that men crowd togaze at a speci-
men as at a Bengal tiger, or a Polar bear.
The progress of this great change can no-
where be more clearly traced than in the Sta-
tute Book. The number of inclosure acts
passed since King George the Second came
to the throne exceeds four thousand. The
area inclosed under the authority of those
acts, exceeds, on a2 moderate caleulation, ten
thousand square miles. How many square
miles, which were formerly uncultivated or
ill cultivated, have, during the same period,
been fenced and carefully tilled by the pro-
prietors, without any application to the legis-



