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NATURAL HISTORY.

CHINCHILLA.

This pretty little upinal is a kind of
moure und 13 about eleven inches in
lenth, with a very long tail. It is
foundin Chili. Its furi1scfa beaunful
gray color, mottled with white. andis
much used for cups, mufls, &c,

GNU OR GNOO,

An antelope five leet und a halflong,
nfa browa color, with an erect mane,
and fong hair upon the tail, It has
strong horns, flattened at the root, bent
forwards, and turning up into a point-
ed hook. Its bady 1esembles that of a
horse It isa fleet and fierce auimal,
tound in Southern Afrieca. When tra-
vellers meet with a herd, theysome-
times hoist a ved hanckerchief, which
excites these crentures in sucha man-
ner that they come p -ancing about, and
then flv nwav at a rapid bound,
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BlOGRAPHY.

JOHN BROWN.

John Brown, ot Haddington, long
professor ot divinity amoerg the bursher
seceders, was born in the year 1799, at
a lutle village called Kerpoo, in the'
county of Perth  1lis early education]
was much neglected, ow ny to the death
of his purents before he was twelve
yearsoluge  Alterwards, however, he
upplied sedulously in privai¢ 3 and he-

Biown had acquired his knowledge in
a sinful way, that ig, by intercourse
with Satan ! In 1750 Mr. Brown was
licenced to preach by the hurgher
aeceders, to whom he had early joined
himself, He was s on after setiled at
tladdington in East-Lotnian, where he
unweariedly laboured ubout 40years,
He was appoirted by the asociate
burgher synod, to superintend the pro-
gress of the studies of voung men des-
tined for the ministry in their connece-
tion : and thic important office he long
filled with much applause He pub.
lished several works of hizh repute in
the religious world . particularly a
¢ Self interpreting Bible ™ a ¢ Diec-
tionary of the Bible ;" being the sub-
stance of lectures delivered by hins as
professor of divinily ; and * Medna.
tion,” in which be displays a vivid
fancy. He died at Haddington June
19, 1788. 1le was twice married and
had the satisfuction of liviog to see
two of his sons by the f{irst marriage
rise to enunence as preachers in the
same church whose interest he had
long warmly espoused.

ALPHABECICAL WRITING.

When Alphabetical Writing first come
into {use, is uncettain. Very great and
teapned men have held different opitions on
this subject. low thankful ought we to
be that the truths connected with our
salration are nct leftin such obscunty,but
are cleatly revealed unte us by the Al-
mighty himself,

Dr. Shuckford , in his ¢ sacred and
Profane Hi-tory of tle Warld connecteg
fa work which will afford you mypg vou
struction aud pleasure & _oughy un-
shall be able to ren'd' apch of Alphabets-
derstand it, sayv,_::‘f)‘, ‘early in the second
calletters l’f’@'};lmr the flacd,) probably
WO)”, (.';‘x't‘cr the lh:pcrsmu of mankind.
ngt lpé:zn. xi. 8.) Alphabetica. letters
1‘-‘3‘;:3 perhaps wvented i buth asnd &nd

fore he was (weaty, had attaj “’f"l
intimate knowledge of tho Liatin, Greek
and Hebrew languages. {'L'he acquisi-
tion of these languages Without the as-
sistance of a teacher, appeared so won-
derful to the unlearned that a report

{ for them.”’
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Egypt, and to one or other of these two
natwns, all other conntpwes are .ndgblc_d
But Dr. adam Clarke, in his

n LedC. xxxi. 18, informs
, poider, io his Hivary of
us, that g’,‘.ﬂnks it probable, that “the

of God, on two tables of stone, were the
first wiiting in Alphabetical characters
ever exhiluted to the world, though there
might have been writing in hieroglyphics
or symbols prior to this, ‘Fhs Law was
writfen, not at the command of God, but
by God bimself ; as it it is expressed,
(Exod. xx.v. 12,) ¢ The tables of store
which I have wrilten,

There 15 hittle reason to doubt thot the
Alphabetical Writing had been long in use
betore a hnowledge of 1t passed into the
nations of Europe, Aczordmg to the most
accurate acceunts, letters were brought into
Greece by Cadmus, a Phenician, who
lived about the time that King David
reigued over Israel. I'he Latins, or Ro-
mans, received their letters fiom the Greeks
about one huundred and fifty years after
Cadmus brought them into Greece ; and
the characters now in common use have
been derived {rom the ancient Latin, The

left, and the Hebrew is still written this
way ; but the motion from left to right
betng found more natural and convenient,
this wethod was adupted by all the Euro-
pean natians,

The English alphabet contains twenty-
four letters, or it we reckon j and v conson-
ants, twenty-six ; the French, twenty-thrae;
the Chaldee, Hebrew, Samaiitan, and Sy-
riac, twenty-two cach ; the Arabie, twenty-
cight; the Latin, tweaty-two; the Spanish,
twenty-seven ; the M -eh, twenty-six ; ths
Itahaan, twenty. But are we nat that
with amazement, whon we.aaracters, b
about twenty or tworguner und arrange({,
being variously sesenting visibly whatever
are capabler convinced or thouzght within

was circalated far and wide, that young | Ten Cgpr-i0Uments; Wilten by the finger
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cav fompass of human knowledge. 1Isit
then to be wondered at, that some have
called writing a Divine Art?  Doubtless,
the Holy Ghaost, the great source of wisdom,
has aided and dirccted the feeble mind of
man through all the progressive stages of
this astanislung discovery.

Wiiting is one of the principal means by
which we denve our hnowledge, Hadit
not been fur this, we never should have
knowa a thuusaud things discovesed in
formor ages; and should bave had very
Lule acguaintance with what isdoing ia
the othur quarters of the glube, But, in
some seitse, 1L wanibilates (destroys) distance
of both time and place, and bnogs us st
once iato tho presence of the inhabitaats of
i
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ancient order of writing was {rom right-to——




