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DEEP-ABA MOLLUtï5 LIVINO AT A DEPTII 0F FROMx 1,500 'lO 2,500 XETRESQ. ç'Takeii frorn La Nature.)
Calliotoma, Modiola, Fusus, Deiitaliin, 'lurbi), anid rebratula are, rcpilesentcd.

THE InTOMOL#OGY 0F A POND.{-Knwlede.)

Bv E. A. BUTLER.

Our aquatic insect fauna la both extensive and interesting.
The habit& are varied and the forma peculiar in cansequence of
the structural modifications rendered neceasary for their adapta.
tion ta an aquatic mode of life. They can, moreover, be
eaaily stndied, even in the home, by help of suitable aquaria,
and, hence, we hope that a few papers devoted ta their conaid.
eration may bo flot unacceptable. The insect inhabitants of a
pond constitute tolerably well-defined groupa, differing accord-
mng ta the area, of their distribution. You find one set almoat
exclusively on the surface, which they rarely leave either for
excursions ino the depths below or the air aboyé ; anothér in
the middle depths, where they disp art thoniselvos in ail direc-
tions, occasionally also visiting bath top and bottom, and even

=sapn upwards ino the rarer olemént ; another on the
btowhere they grovel amangat the mmd ; another, again,

round the margin, where, like children at the seaside, they
dabble about in the wettést parts, and even lot the tiny ripples
play on their very feet ; M yet another, gracinq with their
présence the air abeve the pond, scudding about ia search of
the two great desiderata of an insect's life, food and mates.
Wé wiil first turn aur attention ta

Tap, SuRFACE,

Thé fauna here is aimait exclusively Heniipteroum, consiat-
ing of bugs bélonging ta the remarkable section Hydrodrorniea,
or Water.méaunrers. -Thèse curious beings wiIl have attracted
the attention of even the moat unobservant. Blaukiali spider.
liké cratures floating on the surface, and jerking theniselves
rapidly along by vigorous strokes of their long thin legs,

leavig little rippling eddies behind them, they will haV"
excitedU weuder by the apparent impossibility of their etb-
mersion, and by the confidence with which, therefore, thel
trust themselves ta what is, to most creatures, the t;reacherolli
element. It is flot easy to catch them ; they are wary and sbY'9
and can calculate with eonsiderable exactitude the area of pOfl<1
surface that can be covered by the wator-net of the ex et511t
biped on the bank, whom they seem ta take a de' ht ig'
tantahasingly watching from juat outeide the charmed cirCl'
Let him hide behind a bush and wait tiil they appear on th$
other aide, and then corne round with a dash and a swOOPO0<
the net-they are equal ta the emergoncy, and before tue
weapon can reach the surface, a few bold strokes of those 1009
sionder legs have carried them in au instant out of harm's W&Y'

Cautious attempta, however, after a time resuit in the enclos
ure in the net of some stray individuals lesu wary than th@'t
fellows; but oven thon their ultimate capture is not a foreg00
conclusion-thoso sme spindieshanka corne ta their aaaist;g1"
again, and, uloas their would-be captaris vigilant with a fal
bold leaps thiy wiil be out of the net, and hopping off in O
haste through the grasu ta the water, which, once reached, thly
will ssii gayly away. Suppose, however, we have managed tC
secure a apecimen of the commoneat species, Gerri aU* wit
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(Figure 1). Let us proceed to examine it. It in a bIaOW-~
creature, with ati orange edge ta its narrow body, 001(
a little over J inch in length. The head la prolonged I1 o'
the customary boak, characteristic of the Hemiptera, béflt
back as usual underneath the body. The wings lie so c10011
along the back as almoat ta e8cap observation, but if '0
can manage ta open thom, we fi nd that the upper Pý
are opaque and tolerably atout, but the underW1
thin, monibranous, and semi transparent. They are lenl
neatly packed away, and the upper pair overlap et tI#
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