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THE LAW. OBLIGATIONS, AND®

. PRIVILEGES OF THE 5AD-
BATIL
Isarann 38Ti.. 131 Mu-—* If thou
Yturn away thy foot from the Sabbath,
* from doiny ey pleasureon my koly diuy;
“and éall the Sabbath « delight the 114y
cof tke Lord, honourable ; and skl ko-
“nour him, not doing thine own ways,
< qov finding thine own pleasure, sor
" spealiing thine own words: Then shalt
" thon delight tyself'in the Lord : and 1
" will cause tiee to ride o the agh pla-
“ees of the carth, and feed thee with the
“heritage of Jacob, thy jather: for the
mouth of the Lord hatte spoker 1.
: Tu these words vie have the authoity
o the Sabbath plainly recognised: for
Jelrovah would not speak of an ordinary
day:in this manner: it is asan ordinance
of God that it is thus to be Lallowed and
avserved ; while God expresdy ealls it
“my holy day.” As an authoritadve in-
stitution of God, and as & day, we ave
not to do our own ways, nor find aur own
pleasure, nor speak our own words, lmt
are to hovour him. We have the ob-
Jeets or duties of the day set forth; and
we have the privilege, and advantage of
the Sabbath represepted: - then shalt
thou delight thysclf in the Lord; and 1
will cause thee to ride on the high places
af the carth, and feed thee with the he-
Titage of Jacob, thy father.”

Let us confine ourseives in our pre-
sent remarks to the authority of the Sab-
bath. .

It has been made a question when
the' Sabbath was instituted. It has
been contended that it was not institut-
ed' iillthe giving of the law te Mozbs,
it it was unknown before that tine;

[

and the concludon hias been drawn from
this, that the Sabbath was binding only
upen the Jews, and that, sinee the types
and ecremonies of the legml dispensation
have fhund their end in Christ, the Sab-
bath is no longer to be observed as asa-
ered day, or as an ordinance of God.-—
The words in Genesis: # And God bies-
sed the seventh day. and sanctified it,”
&e., have heen got vid ot by saying that
they were inserted by the historian, as
the reason why tiod blessed the seventh
dav. and sanctified it—viz, beeause that
in’it ke bad yested figm all his work,
althongh he had not yet , instituted
the Sahbath,  Bat it is altegether impro-
bable that the sacred historian wonld
speak of the seventh day as one on which
God rested, and which Le blessed and
sanetified. if he did not do _so except by
anticipation.  This would be an ‘un-
warrantable  perversion of historical
narrative, and in this way ‘we could
not say  what wag history and what
not.  Morcover, the day was not so ce-
remonial and -typical in its character as
to belon only to a typical dispensatior,
and to be wpnecessary ere yet the full
wvpical dispensation was developed or
appointed. It was useful for the same
purposes of rest and devotion from the
first ages of the woild as afterwaxds, and
was no doubt a sacred day with the Pa-
triarchs, as well as with their descend-
ants. 1t is no araument against this,that
we have no mention made of the Sab-.
bath between the creation” of the world
and thie time of Moses, for we have no
mention of it between the time of Moses,
and that of David, a period of above four
hundred years, and Yet we know the
Subbath hdd heen instituted, and must
have been observed ai! that time.  In ad-



