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LESSON 1.—ISRAEL IN EGYYT; or, The Bitter Bondage.

GENERAL STATEMENT,

From the New Testament we turn back to the O!d ; from the life of the Redeemer, to the early
history of the Chosen People. After a brief recapitulation of the Israelite family and their origin,
the sacred writer brings us to a period after the death of Jacob, when the family has sprung up

into a people

and in general as to the duratio

There 1s considsrable uncertainty as to the periol of time covered in this lesson,
n of the sojourning of Israel in Egypt.

Some axpositors, as Bush,

Murphy. and others, follow the received chrouology of Archbishop Usher, allowing four generations,

or 215 years, in Egypt. This aj
ment of Exol, 12, 40, that the

grees with most of the genealogies, but is contradicted by the state-
sojonrning in Egypt was 430 years,

This is interpreted to include

also the **sojourning” in Canaan, ftbm the covenant with Abrahem ; but requires the difficulty of
an enormous growth, in four generations, to account for the number of the Israelites at the Exodus.

Canon Cook (in the Speakers' Commantary), Keil, and most recent ¢

8, are of oy

that the Lsraclites remained 430 years in Efypt, and that the genealogical lists include a name, not
in each generation, butin each century, so that our lesson would embrace a period, not of 100, but
of nearly 300 years, from the death of Joseph to the birth of Moses, and the current chronology back

of the Exodus must be increased by ahout two centuries,
ticed clan, but a host, and growing greater with every year,

The people are now no longer an unno-
he time has come when they must

either commingle with the Egyptians, and thus lose their national existence and their high destiny,
or must prepare to sever entirely from the land of their sojouraing. Under a divine overraling,

the jealousy of the ruling monarch, and the

spirit, only serve to brea

tended to break the Israelitish

pr measures i

the bonds of attachment toward their adopted country, to turn their

faces more directly Canaan-ward, and to prepare them for the coming deliverer.

Exod. 1. 1-14,
[Memory Verses, 12-14.)

Explanatory and Practieal,
Verse 1, Now. Literally, “and.” In the original Hebrew,

1 Now, these are the names | the five bioks of Moses were one volume ; 8o that this word is

of the childven of Israel,
which came inio Egypt ; every
man and his household came
with Jacob.

2 Renben, Simeon, Levi,
and Judah,

8 Issachar, Zebulun, and
Benjamin,

4 Dan, and Naphtali, Gad,
and Asher,

5 And all the souls that
eame out of the loins of Jacob
were seventy souls: for Joseph
was in Egypt already,

Deut. 10. 22: Thy fathers went
down into Egypt with threescore
and ten persuns,

6 And Joseph died, and all
Lis brethren, and all that gen-
eration.

Gen. 50. 26: 8o Joseph died,
being un hundred and ten years old:
and they embilmed him, and he
was put in acoffin in Egypt. Ee-
eles, 1. 4: One generation passeth
away, and auother generation
someth.

properly used as a connective with the former section, Names
of the children  According to Hebrew custom, the historian
returns to the descent into Egvpt as the starting point for the
new line of events. Into Egypt. Ancient Egypt was divided
into two parts. Lower Egypt, embracing the region around the
Delta of the Nile, on the eastern sida of which the Israelites were
settled ; and Upper Egypt, the Valley of the Ni'e, from ten to
twe've miles wide, from the Delta southward to the Cataracts.
The length of the ¢ untry was one hundred and twelve miles, and
its whole extent was less than that of the States of Rhode Island
and Connecticut combined. From its sec'uded ition, easily

rotected from invasion, i's fertile soil, favorable climate, and
acili'i s of in'ercourse by the Nile, it easily attained to a re-
markable populouness and civilization. Every man and his
household. The sous of Jacub, their wives, children, and de-
pendents.

2-5. Reuben, Simeon, Levi......Issachar, Zebulun,
These were sons of Jucob by Leah, his ficst wife. Of these
Reub :n lost his birthright by an ac? of crime ; Levi was the an.
cestor of the priestly tribe; anl Julah was the founder of all
the tribes, the only one which has maintained a sepirate existence
down to the present, and the oue through which Christ came,
Benjamin. The youngest of .Jacoh'’s sons, borne by his beloved
Rachel. Gen. 35,16-20. Dan and Naphtali. The sons of
Bilhah the handmail of Rachel, and Jacob's concuhine or lesser
wife. Gad and Asher. Sins of Jacob by Zilpah, handmaid
of Leab. Seventy souls. Ia this number are included the
children of Joseph as well as the rest of the brothers, and by a
Hebraistic idiom, Jacoh himself, (1) God employs small instru.
mentalities fr accomplishing great results, that his own glory
may thereby be greater.

6, 7, Joseph died. After living eighty years as a ruler in




