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ON TEACIIING PRflÇARY .READENG.

By MARY E1 FRA.TZ, Harrisburg, Penusylvania.
Not least among the subjeets pertaining to successfui school

work is that of priniary reading. No one subject is so fatr-reaching
in its resuits and effeets upon the mental tr-aining. It is the foun-
dation of the great 'superstructure of education, for reading is
getting thouglit by means of printed or written words; oral read-
ing is the v~ocal expression of that thouglit; ail knowledge is the
produet of reading.

You can judge, then, fellow teachers, for yourselves, of what
immense importance it is that we, as teachers, put forth our every
effort to give the child the po wer of becoming a reader, that he
may gain thouglit, and express that thought with ease, rapidity,
and underàtandi ng.

We ail know from experieno,. to, some extent, of the incorrect
habits that once acquired dfing so tenaciously to the child that lie
is disheartencd in his attempts to, read; and words, instead of
being clear media of thouglit, become actuai barriers to, the full
undei'standing or comprehension of' thé truth that is to, be con-
veyed. The caus3 of such dItawbacks as these can generally be
traced te beginnings or first stcps in reading, to wrong methods, dr
wrong application of riglit methods, or to the lack of any method.

.Methods in reading, as in ail other branches, are not mechani-
cal-not sucli that they cau be used by ecd and ail in the same
way. The successful use of a method depends very iargeiy upoii
the skill of a teacher as well as upon the conditions by which ho


