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only fromn aniongst ill the teachiers of the district is absent.
H1e is ill. he front rowv of desks is left nnfilled. Every news-
paper iii the county wvil1 send its represeuitaitive to hiear whlat
the Teachers' Uniion tiîîks on cuirreiit eduicational. polities.
For what Goverimiieint coiild reasoniably hiope to stand against
the uniiteci voice of the teachers of the scliools of the people ?
And does not this UnTiionl include a nienîberslîip ideneitical1
-no more ,and 110 less-vith thie iiuuniber of certificated
teachiers quoted iin the Bline Book ? Besides, according to the
progranmne of the mneetinig, are not the two teacher M.P's to be
present, andl is flot everyoie anxiouis to hiear what thieir views
on the topic of the hour are ?

The chiurchi cock is slowly ai!îd with an undercuirrent of
xvheezy cogwhecel. noveinient booiugi ont Ilseven" The
black schoolroomi is i the clutches of a claminry fog that freezes
the very miarrow. .It is aippa1linkyly sulent, save whiere a
littie miouse is nibbling at a reading-book i the corner of tho
ciupboardl. Butt thiere is no longer gylooun for the old sehiool-
miaster. H1e sleeps on. .Nowv ail is byrighit. Fyýr flfteen years
lie hias sunniied his decliingic yea-rs iii the pleasant bower ini
front of that charmaing cottagre iiestliing over beyond the
Bartonl coppice, froni wvhici i the early sumrmer the young
wood pigeons coo. Ris wvife is by his side, and thecir two
chljdren. are again playingy at thecir feet. 11e lias given. up active
school worlc years ago, and a griatefiil country has generously
met its obligation toward s inii, and lias donc, its best to soften
for Min the liard track of downhill life.

Suddeniy there is a sounid of life in the lobby-a scraping of
feet, and a jarring of careless voices that break in rudely uponl
the silence that can be feit. The dloor is thrown open. l"7e11,
uipon miy word!1" incisively flings out an authoritative voice.
"'his is a pretty state of things! 1 distinctly told old Wilson
to be sure and have the deskzs put ready for the carol concert
to-nigrlit, and lie hiasn't even iited a sinigie candie 1 How
aboininabiy provoking!i Lydia, dear, tell himi to cor-ne to mie at
once !"It wvotilc have done the heart of the finest Ildrill " in the
British Arniy good to, have hieard that Ilat once " delivered.

The vicar's daughlter is back in the doorway again in a breath
with the information ýthat the littie schoolhonise is darki and
empty, aîîd that Ilold Wilson is nowvhere to be seen."

"Aborninably provoking 1" bites onit the vicar.
"Pon't be too liard on lîini, pater," softly conres through the

darkniess. "Bis exaînination's only just over, and that's
aiwmays a great worry to him, as you kniow."
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