
ANNIVERSARY MEETING.

Now, Mr. Chairman, the Society under whose auspices we arc met thi8;
evening bas not the divine origin, the apostolic commission, the grand asso-
ciations of the Church of Christ. Strictly speaking, it cannot dlaimi the
miemories of Wycliff, or Tyndal, or Cranmner, Vo whom more than to any
others the readera of the English Bible are indebted But when, about the
be-inning of the present century, English-speaking Christians began to realize
God's, purpo8e in establishing the Christian Church, that it was to be the littile
leaven leavening the whole lump, when they began to organize in deterniined
war against the powers of darkness and error, then the British and Foreign
Bible Society had its birth. It 'wu natural for those who believed the Word
of God to be the sword of the Spirit and mighty througli God to the pulling
down of atron,,holds-on principles of milita.ry economy and etliciency it was
natural-not to burden infant missionary associations with the task of trans-
lating and printing and cireulating the Word, buit that an army corps should
be formed to whom this work should be committed.

1 should like, Mr. Chairman, Vo have gathered sorne stati8tics as Vo how
far ail English-speaking Protestant Missions are indebted for the supply of
the Wôrd of the Spirit Vo the three societies, nentioned in the resolution.
This bas been heyond my reach, but this miich 1 have been able to discover,
that the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, formed at the beginning
of the laut oentury and,»@à1ying on missionary operations in twenty-five
languages and diîdects, depends on the B. & F. B. S. for seventeen, and the
Church Missionary Society, dating from the commencement of the present
century, and usig forty different languages, is indebted to the Society in no
less than thirty-six cases. Allowing for those languages which are coxumon
Vo both, I find that the two great .Missionary Societies of the Church of Eng-
land, carrying on missionary operations in fifty-five languages, look, in the
performance of their work, to this Society for translations of the Holy
Seriptures in no leus than f orty-six différent tongues; and, as a clergyman of
that chuych, 1 arn tbankful that I arn permitted to stand bere and express
our great obligations, and 1 take it that if each of the brethren'upon this
platforxn, who may have information V o which I have noV acceas, could speak
concerînng the operations of their respective denominations, it would be
found that at least a siinilar proportion, or three-fourths of ail the misaionary
work, depends for its supply of the written Word upon the societies whôse
names are coupled together in this resolution. When, therefore, we are
asked Vo thank God for what he has done through this instrumentality, we
are not only to think of the cheapnesé of Bibles and Testaments among our-
selves, though tb.at 18 much, nor yet merely of work done in circulating by
mneans of colport-zurs~ thon g h that is more. We may go forth to India with
Carey, and Marahman, and Duiff; we may sail through the isies of the Pacific
with Williams and Patteison ; we may watch the work of Samuel Marsden in
New Zealand, or Golgiby in Ceylon, or Hunt and his associates in Fiji ; we
niay foilow the steps of Moffat or Crowther ini Africa. Aye, as Canadians
looking at work done in our own Dominion, we may go out to the plains of
the Saskatchewan where McDougaIl fought and feU, or Vo the banka of the
McKenzie whiere Bisho* Bompas toils in bis self-made exile, or to the shores
of the Arctic Sea where MviDonald watches over bis Tukudh fiock, or to the
coasta of Hudson Bay where Kirkby is sowing the seed, and in eacb case we
may feel that the Bible Society han a share in the grand ingathering of soula.,

7ut tbis às only one aspect of the Society's work. Luat Autumn at a mis-
sionary meeting in the City of Philadeiphia, I had the pleaisure
of meeting some representatives of the 1'Church of Jeasi ini Mexico. So
little is know-n of the reform:ation in that land, that 1lmay be permaitted here
briefly Vo refer Vo it. With the Spanish conqueror camne the Roman priest


