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«against ail corners, was tho tournamient of the schools ; it wvas a mental exer-
,cise in fuit harînonv wvith the amusements and wvarlike exorcises of the
times. It rouscd the champion of' the sclîools with an ardor not inferior to
the champion of the lists, and gave to the puirsuit of science and the defence
of truth, a romance not infèerior to, that which glowcd iii the breasts of

its, who contended by Nations, or for the privilege of crowning the
Queen of Beauty. But this mnethod hiad its day and its catreer. In the
second year of the restoration of Charles 11. (1662) a Statute of the Uni-
versity, substituted declamation for disputation, before Bacliclors of Arts
coufld become Inceptors of Art, or enter on their Mastor's course. This
rcforma liad been attempted long before-had been favored by Henry, extin-
gruishied by Mary-and remaincd under debate, tili the reign of the second
Charles. On the relative effeets of the twvo systems; of the preparation and
delivery of original essays, unexamined and uincontroverted, and flic older
system of cross-examining and connter-statement in foro, it is liard to
pronouince..* If' the former makes the ordeal less for the conscientious student,
it does not diminisli the actual labor; thougli as is said by tho oracular
Ape in Don Quixote, no doubt, Ilmucli might be urgcd on both. sidos of that
question." But the subject matter of the studies themselves, not less than
thieir method, underwent many modifications, fromn centiu'y to century. The
study of law, foir examnple, originally a principal objeet of ail the Collogres,
early transfcrrcd itself from tlic us of Oxford to the Inns of Court, or
lCing's Inus, in London, until at longît 'uidlatemdeofteas

century, the genins of Dr. Blackstonc and tlic liberality of Mr. Viner to
obtain a hearing even, for a course of lectures on the laws of England, in
Bngland's chief' University. The civil lsxw fell into §till deeper disrcputc with
its twin, the canon law; but the botter thouglts or more perfectly recovered
sense of justice of a more recent date, has bronghlt back this undcservedly
exiled sciences, to find a home in the University. The faculty of Medicine
also, refused to'be restricted at Oxford; the air it loved to breatlîe was not
the sweet odlor of green fields, but thec infccted atmosphere of the hospitals
of crowded cities; it followed its food therefore to London, Dublin,. and
E,,dinburgch, leaving to rural Oxford only, tlic cultivation of Botany A~nd Natu-
rit History, and more recently of Clîemistry, as studios included wvithin the
range of tiat most comprehonsive science. By these learned professions,
Medicine and Law, thus compelled to transfer their studios to great cities,
ricn were gradually prepared by insensible degreos, to take tfltad of socular
affilirs out of tho hauds of tlie ècclesiastical order. The slîifflng of the cen-
Ire of intelligence from the clorical body to the laity, lias not beon as clearly
brouglit out, in any of our histories, asi the importance of sucli a revolution
ileserves. To but few readers doos the mention of the Council of Tours, ia
the l2th, or the Concil of Constance iu the 14tI~ century suggest the risc of
the legal. and medical professions : yet the first by forbidding' the practice of
surgery to ecclesiastics, and the second by forbidding them tlie practice of the
civil law, laid the basis of the two chief classes ZDof educated layrnen, ia
modern Socety. The legal advisor' and the meical adviscr thus became the

rvlor competitors for influence, with private ind publie persons', of' the
spiritual adviser; tie laical elemnent in Christendom, was immonsely reinforceAd
and ail socioty continued on its course, under thc attraction and guidance of
new intellectual influences. But if the University was to keop iLs place
-at the head of the intelligence of England- after Ltme hicavy lossos of
Lwo of its ehief and niost vonerable faýciilties, it Nvas evident, it slîould


