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THE CHURCH- THE HOUSE OF GO,

The command, “Not forsaking the assembling of
youtselves together, as the manner of some s, jim.
plies that there must be a reason for it.  Now, why do
we meet in tho house of God from time to time? The
custom of meeting together, religiously, is as old as
the race, neatly, \What 1 the essential idea in all
such meetings?

Many seein to think it is a nice place to meet with
filends, to see and be seen, to display the new finery,
to sleep a quiet nap, or 1o show thelr respect for their
minister or the public sentiment.

Is it not rather to meet with God in His own house,
to meet with Jesus, the soul’s Leloved? God says,
“There will | meect with thee, and Ubless thee”
“Where two or three are gathered together in my
aame, there am 1 in the midst of them,” says Jesus.
‘The true, the essential iden of coming o the house of
Godl 1s to meet with Jesus--to hear what He will say
1o us; to reccive His blessing and to worship Him,

But many scem to think they are doing God a
favour, paying Him a compliment, by coming to His
house, Others act as if they thought it was a Peesby-
terian, an Episcopalian, a Methodist, or n Baptist
house; and so they seldom go to any but their own.
To all such, the guestion of Paul would be in point:
“1s Christ divided?” *“Is He the God of the Jews
only?* Is He the Saviour of you and yours only?
Alas! that there should be so much of this selfish,
bigoted spirit that can see no good and no salvation
in any other Church than our own. And sadder sull,
that so many think this sclfish denominational spirit
is true religion, is Christianity,  Alas, that that which
should have bieen for a blessing, should be perverted
into a curse! God says- “lIn all places where * re-
cord my name inot in your house only), I will come
unto thee and I will bless thee”  “\Where two or three
are gathered together in my name, there am J, in the
midst of them.”

It is no new thing for some bearing the Chiistian
name to be often absent from public worship and care-
less about attending God's house. Some go only
when 1t is quite convenient, very pleasant weather, or
they have pleasant company, or a fashionable preacher,
or because they kuow not what else to do with them-
selves. The preacher must go, hot or cold, wet or
dry; must be always there, to deliver God's message ;
but many will not make an effort to go and hear it.
Remember that the heuse of God is His appointed
place of meeting to meet with you, and then say if it
is a light thing to neglect His house, His message,
and Him. And every time you stay away {rom His
house, withyut good cause, you say, in effect, *1 do
not wish to meet with jesus to-day: 1 do not fec) any
special need of His blessing ” *

There are many reasons why we should thus desire
to meet with Jesus in His house. 1t isa place of in-
struction, of warning, of consolation, and salvation.
Besides, great loss is received by needless absence
from the sanctuary~ as Thomas, the doubting disciple,
had to endure a whole week of painful doubts and
fears, just because he was absent from the meeting
place between Jesus and His loved ones, without any
good reasen  Such is the privilege and the duty of
meeting with Jesus and His people in His house.
But there are many hindrances and difficulties in the
way of attending the house of God regularly, Yes,
plenty of them, to those who are seeking for them os
will entertain them. But “where there is a will there
ts a way.” If the heart be in the sanctuary, the budy
will usually be there also. One who can say, “My
soul longeth, yea, even fainteth, for the courts of the
Lord,” will not easily be kept from His house,

Most of the excuses offered for not attending regu-
larly on the house and worship of God are simply
evidences that the heart is not there. It is not easy
to keep a mother away from her infany, not easy to
keep true lovers long separated from each other; and
not easy to keep a true, loving child of God long away
from his Father's house, the home of his heast. For
the church members to stay away, without good reason,
is like the ten spies to bring up an ill report of the
land, It is as much as to say, #! do not find instuc.
tion there, I am not fed with spiritual food; I find no
pleasure there; 1 have no love for-it, nor do I care to
meet with Jesus these.  if He will only save me at the
Jast, that 13 about all 1 desire. This meeting with

’ Jesus, In His house or at His table, I do not know

anyihing about, and | do not know that 1 desire it
muchy for it would interfere with my ezse, my busi.
ness, or my pleasure {s not this very like what
some of you have felt, but never datedd to say? And
now, will you remember that God commands and in-
vites you to meet Him in His house, thal He may
bless you? Shall it be in valn? Shall He have a
message of love and mercy ready for you every §ab-
bath, and you not be thore to hear it?  Here we may
sed a reason why there are so many lean, sickly, hall.
starved  Chsistians,  They so seldom go to thelr
Father's house and tahlo to Le fed. It is hard to sece
how they live at all, muchflcss grow, with such long
fasting,

Remember, then, the Savicut’s appoimed meeting
place between you and Himself, even in His house!
And do not let it be your fault if you fail to meet Him,
and to receive his rich blessing,—7. N, L., v Seuth-
ern Presbyterian,

WO SHALL ROLL AWAY THE STONE "

That which wee e

hing ones weic sying
Eighteen hun mf CAlS ARO, '

We, the same weak faith betraying,
Say n our sad hours of woe,
Looking at some troubls lying
In the dark and diead unknown,
\Ve, too, often ask with sighing,
\Who shall roll eway the stone?”

Thus with care our spirits erushing,

\When they might from care be fice,
And, In joyous song outgushing,

Rise in tapture, Lotd, to Thee.
For, Ixlote the way was ended,

ON we've had with joy to own
Angels have from heaven descended,

nd have rolled away the stone,

Many a storm-cloud sweeping o'er us
Never pours on us its mlng
Many a grief we sce beforc us
Never comes (o cause us pain,
Oftimes in the feared “losmortow
Sunshilne comes, - the cloud has tlown!
Ak nut then in foolish sotrow,
“ Who shall roll away the stone?”

Burden not thy soul with sadness;
Make & wiser, better cholce;
Diink the wine of life with gladnezs;
God doth bId thee, man, *‘1ejoice?”
1n to-day’s bright sunlight basking,
Leave to-morruw's cares alone;
Spoil not present ,jlt-)‘s Ly asking,
*\Who shall tofl away the stone?”
~Gerge Washington Moen,

WHAT DOES IT SIGNIFY?

“Well, I think ! will take this dress. It 1s more
than 1 expected to pay, and is really too expensive,
but it is so becoming and so pretty that I must have
it. Besides, it is absolutely necessary to keep up ap-
pearances thesc days. We will manage to afford 1t
some way.”

13 it really time for another subscription? I could
not have believed it was a year since I gave the last.
1 see most of the ladies give only one or two dollars;
1 do not know why ! should give five. 1 know the
object is a very worthy one, but we are all fecling the
bard times, and there are so many calls 1 really can-
not afford it. It is hasd to find money to live with
these days, and any benevolence is a sacrifice.”

“\We2ll, wife, | ordered a carriage on my way up
town 10 take us to-night. It rains, but it would not
do for us to stay at home, I promised Mr, B we
wouid certainly come, and everybody will expect us.
It would be a great pity to disappoint ourselves and
them. You can wrap up, and the enjoyment will be
quite refreshing after the work of the day.”

1 don’t think I will go to the prayer-meating this
evening. The weather is quite disagreeable out, and
1 have been tramping the streets on business all day;
1 am really too tired to enjoy it. I suppose there will
be only a few out, and our pastor will expect us, and
will be disappointed, but I think my place this evenirig
is at home.” ¢

41 declare, it is nearly midnight! Never mind,
what does 1t signify now and then? What with good
nusic and agreeable society the evening has passed
so quickly I could not have believed it was much past
tent®?

* Jt was too bad of our miniiter to have kept us so
long to-might. 1 thought 1t was understood that
prayer-meeiing was to be only an hour long, and it is
cometimes nearly an hour and a half before we are

dismissed.  Half-past nine is too late to be out. If
the deacons would make shorter prayers, and the
dominie would not have so muzh to say, it would be
better. 1 belleve 1 shall stap going If this is to bethe
way of iL" .

Has our stenogmpher been taking the speeches of
soma so-called Christian people? Have you never
heard any similar?  Have you ever yoursell spoken
or thought such? What do they signify? Much, very
much, They are fesrfully significant of hearts loving
the world and the things of the world far ntore than
the things of God. They are significant of mioney,
time, affections freely Lestowed on camnl self, the
world's things and the world's company, and grudg.
ingly withheld, or more grudgingly given to God and
the cause of God. They are like straws Roating on
the surface of the stream, deeply significant of the
direction in which the current of the lieart's affections
is flowing.

The wanifest worldliness of a large portion of the
Church in these days Is a very serious subject, and one
that demands the attention of every lover of the Lord
Jesus Christ. 1t has been published, as Sald by one
of our most prominent ministers, that if two-thirds of
the present miembership were stricken from the rolls
the Church would have greater moral power in the
presence of the world than it has to:day, Whether E
this is true or not, it cannot be gainsald that there is §
very much of inconsistency in the professions of many §
church peaple, and very much of worldliness in their §
lives, And it is just because professing Christians §
have fallen under this controlling spirit of worldliness &
—the greed of gain, the lust of power, the ambition to |§
make a fair show in the flesh—that they have Yo often
fallen into grievous iniquity and brought reproach §
upon the cause of Christ. B

1t is very casy to say what the world must think of §
all this, but n more serious and important guestion is, B
what do we think of oursclves? The Bible says, B
“ Where the treasure is there will the heart be also,” B
and “Qut of the abundance of the heart the mouth |
speaketh.” “Doth a fountain send forth at the same
place sweet water and bitter?” * If any man love the §
world the love of the Father is not in him.” “Purify |§
your hearts, ye double-minded.*—Jlus. Chris. Weekly.

HOW EVERY MAN CAN HELP THE TEM.
PERANCE CAUSE.

I urge on you the duty of self.denial for the sake of
others,  If you are fond of drink, abandon it before it
be too late for your own sake; if you are not fond of
it, it will cost you nothing to give it up. We are ail
face to face with a hideous, a degrading, a colossal
cvil.  The legislature either cannot or will not helpus.
Waming, preaching, moral influence, even extended
education, fails to help us; increased wages, dim-
inished hours of work, only deepen our peril and our
loss. There is one way, and one way only; but that
is a certain and an easy way by which not merely to
check, but even to annihilate, the curse, It is that
every one of us should cease to contribute to this
monster evil the penny of a contributicn or the shadow
of an cxample. The use of that deadly, peculiar and
wholly unnecessary substance is so far inseparable
{from the abuse, that where the individual use is, there
the-national abuse will he.  Unrestricted liquor traffic
will, to the end of time, mean for myriads intense
temptation; temptation means drunkenness; drunk.
enness means degradation, horror, ruin, crime.  You
are a Christian. Will you give up a needless luxury
to helpdn saving others from a blasting curse? You

.are a patriot. Wil you give up a poor tickling of the

palate, an unwholesome ingling of the brain, to rescue
your nation from a blighting degradation? If you do
not help, at least be ashamed to hinder. Call not
those fanutics who would clear their conscience from
cvery taint of so dangerous a leaven. Do not gild s
self-indulgence with the Ophir gold of Holy Scriptures
or hide the forehead of a luxury under the phylactery
of a scribe, -

RNot long ago there was in a certain colliery an ex-
plosion by which four hundred miners were suddenly
huried, amid shattered ruips, into horrible-death, It

. was caused by a single miner who had opened his

safety-lamp to light his pipe. To that pipe of tobacce
were sacrificed four hundred precious lives of fathers,
of husbands and of sons; and alas! on the bodies o
not a few of those who perished In that fiery blast were
found duplicate keys by which, hitherto with impunity,

they had done the same. Alas! my brethren, Eng




