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THE ENPTY NEST.
I xaunter all about the pleasant place
You made thnce pleasant, O my friends, to
me;
Lat yuu hasve goue whee lawghs in adiact grace
That thousapd-memoried unimpulsive sea.
To storicd precincts of the Southern foam,
Dear burds ol passage, ye have tahen wing
Aady ab 1 for e, when Apail walts yua home,
The Spriag will more than ever be the Spring.
Still lovely, as of old, this haunted ground ;
Tendetly, stul, the Adtumn sun.lune fals ,
And gurgevusly the woudland. towes arsund,
Freak'd with wild light at golden intervals 3
Yet, for the ache your absence leaves, O friends,
Lanb s hlcless pagcastaes ate puus amen.ds.
Willian I3at.on 1 the Spc tarev

WHicll WAS WISEL .,

Iwou men wited side by side from sub o suh.
Aad both were poor ;
Both sat with children when the day was doxne,
About their door.

One saw the heautiful io crimson cloud
At shiniog moon ;

1h6e viher, with tus head 10 sadness buwed,
Made night of noon

vne lused cach tree and uner and abginy bt
Qa mount us plain,
No music io the sou! of ane was stirred
By leaf vz rain.

One saw the good in every fellow man,
And hoped the best ;

The other marveled at lus Master's lan,
And dpubt confessed.

One, h ving heaven above and heaven below,
Was satisfied ;
The other discentent lived in woe,
And horeless died.
—Sarati K. Hoiton.

4 DISCOVERY IN EGYPT.

1n his lecture to the Rovyal Scciety of
Edinobargh, Professor Flinders Petrie, had a
remarkable story to tell. He has discover-
ed the remains o! a new race of people
whose history has to be fitted into the evo-
lution of Egyptian civilization. The story
ot this great find was preceded by some in-
teresting details of the district he had been
workiog 10, a region between Ballos and
Negadeb, about thirty miles oorth of
Thebes. This is a limestone plateau cut
through by the Nile Valley, down which that
river in pre-historic times used to roll in
a mighty flood eight or nine miles in width
and over a hundred feet io depth. The
plateau is full of the remains of paleslithic
man, in the form of bezautifolly worked
flints, some of which showed their caor-
mous age by 1he black-brown siaining,
while others 5,000 years old by their side,
had hardly a trace of weatheting. The ex.
plorers found here a town and temple, de-
voted to the worship of the god Set, which
Mr. Petric identifed as the Ombi of Jav-
eoal’s fifiieth satire a discovery which
cleared up an obscurity in the Roman
writer that had iong puzzled scholars. The
great *‘ find ™’ ook place within a quarter of
a mile of this Egyptian town. Here Mr.
Petrie came upon the sight of aoother town
whose remain. .u their astonishment, show-
cd oo trace of aoything Egyplian. Ia the
series of cemeteries connected with iy,
nearly 2,000 graves were excavated, in which
‘“wota single Egyptian object was found,
not one scarab or cartouche, oot one
hicroglyph, not one picce of useal foneral
faroitare, 2 head-rest, a kohl-pol, not one
Egyptian bead, not one god, not onc am-
ule, not ouc single piece of Egyptian
potlery, soch as was found abundantly in
the oeighboring Egyptian town.” Careful ta-
vestigatiovestablished thatthis race belooged
to the period between the 7ith and Sth
dymasties thatis,about j,000n.Cc. Theywere,
Ma. Petrie believes, invaders of the Libyaa-
Amorite type, who at this period swept
into Ezypt fiom the west, dispossessing the
.ahabitants vo ibai side, and Lveag ihere Ja
a state of entite separatioa from the Egyp
tians  Their method of burial was pecaliar.
We bodies were momm’fed or stretched
at full leogtk AU w®ere contracied, with
tke koees beat up o the arms. The fact
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that the head was nearly always s vered
from the body, and the hauds often remov-
ed, and that the marrow was extracted from
the bones, pointed to *‘ ceremonial canniba-
lism," the custom being to eat some part of
the body that the virtues of the deceased
might pass into the living. The skulls were
those of a people with welt deveioped heads,
capable of great things, with thin hooked
nose, high forehead, great strength of eye:
brows, and straight teeth. Their physiog-
vomy was fine and powerful, the statuse
being frequently over six feet. The women
bad long wavy bawr, of which some well
preserved specimens were found. In art
and civilization they were in some directions
far advanced, 1n others siogularly backward,
There was no wniung, and their drawing
and sculpture were very rude. Metal was
well <now. Copper chisels and needles
were found, and traces ot highly carved bed
frames with bulls feet. Stone working was a
favornte art, abundance of beautifully-form-
ed vases tn all vanieties of stone being found.
In pottery especially these people excelled,
their red vases, exquisitely coloured, being
10 advance of any Egyptian ware. All these
were made by hand, the potter's wheel being
completely unkoown. This showed the
nigorous exclusion of the race {rom the
Egyptians, for had they kept some of the
latter as slaves, even these wouald have bees
sure to have taoght them the use of the
wheel. Professor Petnie's general conciu-
sion was that the remains bad much in com-
mon with these of the Amorites 1n Syria.
Both came from the Libyan people inhabit-
g the North of Alrica, who, about the
period of the close of the sixth dynasty,
threw oft two great branches, oge of which
found its way into Syria, aod the other,
marching westward, subdaed this portion of
Egypt of which he had been speaking, had
destroyed the inhabitarts, but had been un-
able to make their way further north on ac-
count of the determined froot presented to
them from Memphis. The district they oc-
cupied seemed to have been more than a
buodrel miles in length, opposite to the
great Oasis and the Western Oasis.

THE ST.1R OF BETHLEIEM.

Some time ago various oewspapers of
Europe and America contamned tae starthag
intelligence that the star which guided the
*“Wise Men” would again appear. This
star was connected with that celebrated one
which, 318 years ago, suddenly disappeared
from the constellation of Cassiopeia, and it
was found that this star of 1572 had prev:-
ously appeared in the ycars 1264 and 933,
and—1f counted back—must have appeared
1n the year of the birth of Christ. If these
facts were well established, we must cer-
tainly expect the star to appear agan ia our
days. We should thea see 2 new bady in
the heavens, entirely unlike uny fixed star,
to be seen in full daylight, which would,
io a short time, agaio disappear.

Every astronomer 1o recent times has
asked buondreds of questions on this sabject.
Is 1t true that the star of Bethlehem will
again appear? Is it periodical? 1s its
place 1w the sky appointed? The opext
question 15, What really happened in
13722

It was a few months after St. Bartho-
lomew's Night. Tycho Brahe, the great
observer of thosedays, tellsas that.  “Ooe
evening, as | was watchiog tte heaveas in
my accustomed maouner, ¥ saw to my preat
astopishment, io the constellation of Cassi-
opeia, a brillinat star of anaosual clearness.”
This was on November 11th, 1572. Three
days before the star bad bees seen by Cor-
achios Gemma, who spoke of it as “this
new Venus.” In Decembder of the same
year, its laster bejaa o wane, and in
Marchy 1374y 4t had couresy disappeared,
leaving oo trace. As 10 the swars of 945
and 1264, we have 0o authonty cxcept that
of the Dohemian astrologer, Cyprian Lowiis.
No histonian mestons  them, and the

Chinese Chroniclers, who watched all ap-

pearances in the sky with great care, do not
speak of them. Even graating the appear-
ance of these stars 10 have been a fact, their
resemblance to the Star of Bethlehem is
doubtful. Itis true that by counting back
we come to the year 630, 315 and o but
the star should bave again appeared some
time between 1830 and 18y1.

With regard to the Star of Bethlehem
there are five assumptions. 1. It had oo
exisience, and the entire statement s a
beaatiful oriental fairy tale. 2 The fixed
star, seen by the Wise Men, was Veaus, at
tbe time of its greatest splendor. 3. It was
a periodical star like that of 1572. 4. The
phenomenon was occasioned by a conjunc-
twon of planets. 5. It was a comet. Of
these assumptions, the most probable is the
second. That it was a periodical star is
scarcely likely, for Ptolemy and Ma-tuan-
in would have spoken of it. The fourth
statement was suggested 10 1526 by the Ger-
_man astronomer Ideter, and repeated by
Eucke in 1831. In the year 3 b.C., there
were conjunctions of the planets, Jupiter,
Mars and Saturn,0n May 2yth,September 31d
and December s5th, but on none of these
days were the pianets nearer together than
a degree, so that the Wise Men maust have
been very near-sighted to take them for one
star. The Gfth assumplion is also not to
be considered, for people already koew how
to distioguish a comet from other stars, and
besides, we have no knowledge of a camet
at that time.

Forall these reasons we have not the
least occasion to expect the retarn of the
Star of Bethlehem at the close of our cen-
tory. And even if such a star should 2p-
pear it would simply be the tweanty-sixth
such case observed io historical times,
and the interest attached to it would be
purely astronomical. — T7ranslated for
Fublic Opinion from the articde by Camille
Flammarion iz the Stutigart Deutsche
Revue, .

A STORY OF 4 RING.

Travellers 1o India need to be very wise
or very caulious to withstand the persua-
sions of gem vendors, who besiege them on
all sides. Sir William Gregory says that
he once met on a steamer a gzatlemao who
wore a very remarkable ning, at which he
could not help looking. “1 see, sir,” said
the wearer, *‘ that you are leoking at my
niog. I bought it in Ceylon. Pray look at
it and tell me what you think its value
should be.” * It is a very finely colored and
perfect stone,” said Sir William, “bat I'm
not much of a lapidary, and 1 could not
possivly pata value on 1t.”  ** Well, make
a guess,” said the stranger. Sir William
remembered 2 sapphire ring in his own
family, which was valoed 2t a huedred
pounds, and he goessed the same price for
tbe stone before him.  *¢ Yon are righ, sir,”
said the ather. * That was exactly the
price demanded for it; but I got it more
reasonably. I was on deck when we
were leawing Ceylon, and a well-dressed
native came up to me and said, mysteriously,
‘Ihaveno false jewellery to offer you, sir,
but I have ccme aboard to sell a very fine
Ting, the properly of my brother, who if he
doss oot sell it to-day, will bave to goto
jail.’ Ue oorolled the ring from one cover-
ing of rags after anotber. ‘1 want a hund-
red poands for it,’ said he, *and its cheap at
that.’ Isaid I would not give so mauch.
He insisied on its cheapoess. 1 said |
could oot consider ball that price. We
kept on talking, and bis price coatinaed to
drop until the screw began to move, and
the boatswain to cry, * All straogersashore.’
e tarned to me with a Jook of supplication
and said, ‘Well, what will yon give?’
*What I bave in my hand,” said I. It was
baif a-uown. Take the nng,” said ke
‘' May 1t selicve your brother from going to
puson,” was my valedictory salnte, as he
burried away. ** This is the story of the ring
I wear,and 1 have found that my fnend
was 0o loser by the transaction, for the sup-
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posed stone is glass, the supposed go'1 ;¢
the setting is brass, and the whale is wyrp
about eight or ten pence.”

NATURE'S TEMPLE.

Nature’s Temple is not a hueless mooo
ous structure like the pyramids of Egypt.
Tt is richly decorated Every stone is paint
ed with fair colours, accurately toned and
in perfect harmony. Not a rock that peers
above the surface of the earth, but is clnh
ed with the rainbow tints of moss and
lichen, and wreathed with the g, -aceful tend
erness of fern and wild flower. And whep
the living hues of plaats are absent there i
compeasation io the bright reflections of the
heavens. Tbe mountain ranges of northers,
Europe are destitute of the emerald verdure
of the Alps, but they are covered ipsteal
with purple light as with a robe, and gathes
out of the sky at sunrise and twilight hues
softer than the plumage of a dové, and more
brilliant than the petals of the rose or violet
Even works of buman art are decorated by
natare with a pictaresque glory of light and
co'our in keeping with her own landscapss
Like 2 loviog mother she takes back ints
her bosom the building that maa has aban

doned, and clothes its garish nakedoess .

with 2 Joseph's coat of many colours. The
castle or the abbey left uotenanted falls
into ruins; but nature whose profousd
peace succeeds all strife of man, and whoss
passive permaneacy mocks his false perisk
ing creeds—steps in to claim her reversion,
and wherever ber soft finger tonches thern

new beauties spring up and shame the B
artist’s proudest triumphs. His frescord B

walls » - obliterates with brighter pictores
and oobler lessons of wall flawer aad pelis
tory : and over his sculptured arches =0l

leafy capitals she twines her ivy in shapesof

living grace such as no 't of man e
imitate. Rev. H. MacMillian, LL.D,

TIE SENSES.

——

Dr. Alexander Whyte, Edinburgh, b §
been lecturing recently on the * Holy War” :

He concludes his lecture on Ear Gate thes

‘* Shakespeare speaks in ¢ Richard (b §

Second’ of ‘the opzn ear of youth,' andi
is a beaatiful truth in a beawtiful passage

Youog men who are still young men, ketp =

your ears open 0 all truth and to all dayy

and to all goodness, and shut yoor eas N2

with a0 adder’s determination against a¥

that which roined Richard — farteriey §
sounds, reports of fashions, and lascisios R

metres.  * Oar souls would only be gainers

by the perfection of onr bodies were they §

wisely dealt with,’ says Professor Wilson &

bis * Five Gateways.! And for every bump §
beiog we shonld aim at securing so faras §

they can be attained, an eye as keeoasd

pierciog as that of the eagle; ao car s @
scositive 1o the faintest sound as that of ¥

the hare ; a nostril as tar-scenting as thatd!

the wild-deer ; a tongue as delicate as by §

of abatterily, and 2 touch as acote as it
of the spider.
ed, and no man ever will be: batailes
come iofinitely short o what they shosi
achieve ware they to make their seoss

what they might bz made. The old han
outlived their opportonity, and the disease! M
never bad it; but the youog, who havesd §

as undimmed eye, an nodalled ear, agsd

No maa ever was so endos §

e ingilibe bbb ot
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soft haed; an unblopted nosir), ani: %

tongae which tastes with relish the plaiats .

fare—the young can so caltivate their sess §
asto make the narrowing, which for tke
old and the infirm encircles thiags seasids,
widen for them ioto ac zlmost limitis-§

horizan'—Greal Thouzkis.

Rev. D1, George Mathesoo, of E&n

ba:gh, when intimaticg the appetaracee®
Macdonala of &

hic palpit of Rev W.J
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Brycedale Free Chorch. Kitkealdy, remat &
ed that by the itony of fate the two nx i

gnginaimen he kuew were ot the it

Chaorch  Mi. Macdonald and Rew. gk
Black, of Paisley.
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