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KISSED HIS MOTHER.

-Bhe 8at on the porch in the sunshine;
% I went down the street,—
¥oman whoge hair was silver,

Ut whose face was blossom-sweet,

) king me think of a garden
here, in spite of frost and snow,

leak November weather,
te tragrant lilies grow.

S i i

T hearg a footstep behind me,
A;;Jd & sound of a merry laugh,
W I knew the heart it came from
Iy + U4 be like a comforting staf
he time and the hour of trouble,—
onopef“l, and brave, and strong,

€ of the hearts to lean on

®h we think that things go wrong.

Iiumed at the click of the gate-lateh,
™ met hig manly look;
8Ce like his gives me pleasure,
It't:f the page of a pleasant book.
d of a steadfast purpose,
& brave and daring will—
face with a promise in it
At God grant the years fulfil.

Be Went up the pathway singing ;
088‘“’ the woman’s eyes
W bright with a wordless welcome,
“p Bunshine warms the skies.
ack again, sweetheart mother I’
+ Crled, and bent to kiss
loving face that was lifted
OF What some mothers miss.
TII‘&; boy will do to depend on;

Fr, Old that this is true;
« M ladg in love with their mothers

Ea“" bravest heroes grew.

'8 grandest hearts have been loving

Singe time and earth began,
I the boy who kissed his mother
every inch a man ;
) EBEN E. REXFORD.

TOM AND THE TEN CENT PIECE.

There was a bright. new ten-cent piece

Mamma’y bureau close to the fluify
hOleD mat. Mamma was making button-
8 Tom was

I Tom’s new trousers.
ugtjy
i

With

«“ ly out of gight.
om,*
Jey e¥es fr

WJOu gsee it 9

g,

e decideqiy,
tl.QTh
i
.2‘- Never ming, Nelly will find it.”
n t

«.¥ and Raymond Green. :
88
Neg

“ this morning. ”

«. aven't a cent,” said Raymond.

w olther have 1,7 said Tom.

« @ gure 1 haven’t,” said Ned.
Lets :

Otten

fora minute,” said Tom.

ron @ Went glowly upstairs to mamma’s
‘bureau.
rooked T’s had been brushed away
elly’s qusting-clath, and the ten-
Plece_no, 1t was still under the fufty

* Then
4y the ¢ he walked to her

With N
Ceng
gy,

Cw WN°W it was in Tom’s pocket!

. hq“ired

mamma.

& the bureau, that is, he was mak-
Qeer-jooking T’s on the woodwork
e,,nethe tip of his forefinger before Nelly

With her dusting cloth. That was
&tmost €nticing ten-cent piece. It looked
To Ol ag if it wanted to belong to him.
ten Da8de 4 fresh T and gave the little

Ot piece a shove that sent it half-

Ulder the fluffy mat. Then he made
Dla, " 0d the ten-cent piece slipped com-

said mamma, without raising
om her work, ‘““there’s ten cents
J ¥ b“l‘eau; I want you to give it to
Do to buy a joaf of bread for luncheon.
Iy, Ma’am” answered Tom hesitating-
¢ It : '
m&'m Must be there. Look again,” said
.I ( 2 .
ng.. 9OM't see it anywhere,” Tom replied

At iy strange. I thought Iput it

long after this Tom was playing
Bay, . [TONt yard with his friends, Ned

¥, tellows, I'm awful hungry,” said

got .\ We only had a dime now ! Stein’s

wy Some daisy chocolate eclairs in his
Udoy,

8 look out in the street; people
aydrop money; maybe we’ll find some.”
hO“se alt for me, boys, I'm going in the

hat 4o you want from my bureau?”
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‘“ Nothing,” ansgwered Tom; “I only
wanted a pin, and I've got it.”

The three boys searched everywhere, up
and down the pavement; they peered in-
to cracks and corners, and kicked at stray
leaves, but not a coin did they find. Ned
and Raymond went on a little. Tom turn-
ed back, and then exclaimed : “I’ve got ten
cents I’

“ Where did you find it? You’re the,
luckiest fellow ! Ned and I walked all
along that crossing without seeing it.
It doesn’t look as if it had been in the mud
long, either.” .

* Oi eourse not,” said Tom, “I’ve wiped
it off.”

Did the boys enjoy their chocolate
eclairs ? Ned and Raymond said they were
delicious; they just melted away in their
mouths, and they did not see why Mr.
Stein couldn’t sell three for tive cents in-
stead of two. It was so hard to divide
four things among three people. Tom
hardly touched his, so the others had near-
ly two apiece, after all.

‘“ What's the matter with you, 7Tom,”
agked his friends, “do you think they taste
muddy ?’*

Tom reddened: “I don't feel good, boys.
I'm going home.”

Tom had commenced to think. He was
counting up.

It was not pleasant to find himself a
thiei and a liar—a liar and a thief.

“I did not see that ten-cent piece on
mamma’s bureau when she asked me,”
said Tom.

“Yes you did,” said Conscience, * you
saw it under the mat where you put it.
That T you made didn’t stand for Truth,
it meant Thiet.”

“0,” said Tom, “ well, I didn’t tell the
boys that I found it in the mud.”

‘ But they thought you told them so.
You made them understund you that
way.”

*“Tom,” asked mamma auxiously that
night, as she waited for her little son to
get into bed, “ what's wrong about you?
You don’t seem like yourself at all.”

“I'm all wrong, mamma,” cried Tom,
making a motion as if to throw himself
into her lap, then drawing back. “Nu,
no, don't touch ine, don’t kiss me. You
couldn’t if you knew.”

Little by little mamma heard the whole
shameful story of Tom’s wrongdoing, then
she held him in her arms, her eight-year
old boy, and he could feel hot tears drop
on his head. :

“I'm sorry, Tow, so sorry, but I forgive
you wholly. There is some one else you
must tell, some one who is far mmore griev-
ed than Iam. Do you know who?"

“Yes, ” whispered Tom, and kneeling*
by his bedside alone in the moonlight, he
made full confession to the One who is al-
ways ready to hear and to forgive, and
before he closed his eyes for the night, the
peace of God filled his repentant heart.
Was that the end ? Not quite. There was
another test for Tom.

Ned, Raymond and Tom were joined by
Walter Brown on their way to school Mon-
day morning.

“ What do you think, Walter?” asked
Ned ag they crossed the street, “Tom
found a ten-cent picce here in the mud,
Saturday. )

Something came up in Tom’s throat and
almost choked him, but he managed to
blurt out: “I didn’t find that money. I
put it there myself. I took it from mam-
ma’s bureau.’”

Did it ever take sv long before to walk
to school? There was nothing to talk
about. Tom felt so ashamed, and yet so
happy that he had told the truth this
time. The other boys each thought ‘to
himself : “It must have been tremendously
hard to have told that. I domn’t helieve I
could have done it. That Tom Martin’s
got real grit anyway. I'd trust him with
a thousand dollars if I had it.”—L. E. Day
in the N. Y. Observer-

‘

When sewing buttong on children’s
clothes, where there will be muech strain
on the button, the danger of tearing the
cloth out will be greatly lessened by put-

ting a small button under the larger out-
gside button.

Teacher and Scholar.

Mascus,|  KEEPING THE SABBATH. {¥<,

Go1 pEN TexT.—Remember the Sabbath day tc keep it
holy.—Ex. 20 ; 8.

The reading of the law (last lesson) was
followed by the observance of the feast of
tabernacles. 'I'he people revived the orig-
inal character of this by dwelling in booths
whieir had not been done before since the
days ol Joshua. Later in the same month,
followed a fast and repentance of the peo-
ple, when, after recognizing that their ser-
vile position was the iruit of their wicked-
ness, they entered into a solemn covenant
to walk 1n God’s law, observe his Sabbaths
and maintain all the requisite offerings for
the service of God's house. Nebemiah him-
self was the first to sign this. Provision
was made for peopling Jerusalem by a se-
lection of one-tenth of the people in ad-
dition to the rulers and those who willing-
1y offered themselves. After this the dedi-
cation of the walls took place with impos-
ing ceremonies. Aiter coutinuing for twelve
Years governor of Jerusalem, Nehemiah re-
turned jor a vime to Persia. His departure
showed how readily yet the people turned
to evil. They fell away greviously from the
svlemn covenant into which they had en-
tered. On Nehemjah's return he found
themw go closeiy bound in forbidden connec-
tions with the peop.e rounl. that the Righ
priest was allied co Lobiah and Sanbal-
1et, former chiei enemies of the Jews, and
had provided one of them with a resid-
eLce evel at the temple itself. The temple
gervices had ceased, and the attendants
had been compelled to go back to their
fields to make a liviug. A natural accom-
paniment was neglect of the Sabbath.

I. The Sabbath Profaned.—Signs of Sab-
bath desecration met Nehemiah on every
side. In the couutry, toilers pursued their
ordinary employments. The gathered
grapes were bLeing trodden in the wine-
presses, (large vats frequently cut in the
80lid rock). It was also a day for gather-
ing in grain. Jerusalem was a scene of
traffic. The produce of the surrounding
region was brought in and exposed for
sale. Supplies for the table were to be had
fresh on the market. Merchauntmen from
Tyre also were there with their fish, and
all manner of wure. Recognizing them-
gelves no sanctity in the day, it was nat-
ural that they would take advantage of
any laxity in insisting on its observance.
Their conduct probab.y intensified the pro-
fanation, it it did not even lead the way.
When they were allowed to act unchecked,
the Jewish merchants, fearful that an ad-
vantage might be gained over them, wopld
be eager to follow. But the desecration
in Jerusalem was as truly due to th'ose
who bought as those who sold. Were
there no purchasers there would be no sell-
ers. lf, as seems probable, the purshases
were largely articles of food, each purchas-
er’s personal tramsaction might appear
a small matter, but it was an essential
element in the Sabbath breaking.

I11. Measures of Reform. Nehemiah
commences by reproaching the nobles of
Judah. They, as rulers, should be answer-
able for the conduct of the people. More-
over, they had solemnly covenanted to ob-
serve the Sabbath (10-31.). Besides they
were probably deep in personal violatlon
of the day, for the poorer classes would
not be the leading purchasers of such ar-
ticles ag are mentioned. It is an evil thing
they do, protaning the Sabbath day. A
thing is profaned by being made common,
treated as if it had no spectal sacredness.
The profanation might <consist in acts,
which were lawiul on other days, but done

.on the Sabbath, obliterated all distinction

between it and the rest. The obligation
of the Sabbath is universal and permanent,
since it rests on the requirements of hu-
man nature and the original institution
of God. The bodily and mental comstitu-
tion is such that the daily repose in sleep
needs to be supplimented by seasons of
rest, whose recurrence every seven days is
adequate and necessary for this end. Not
less important Is the Sabbath for the spir-
itual side of man’s nature. This, If left to
struggle, amid increasing manual and men-
tal pursuits, with no special seasons for
itself, would be apt to become dwarfed.
Apart from such gtated times, fellowship
with others in worship could not be real-
izéd with much fulness. God’s act in im-
parting a sacred character to the seventh
day is thus founded on unchanging ele-
ments in man. It is no mere Jewish obser-
vance. The commandment in which it was
given to Israel by its opening word “Re-
member,”’ pointed back to a day bless-
ed and set apart for a sacred use on the
divine rest from the creative work. Nehm-
jah not only reproaches the nobles with
disregarding the sacred character of the
day, but also reminds them what evil like
character brought upon their fathers. The
disregard of the day was representative of
that course of conduct, which had brought
God’s judgment on the nation. It was in-
deed one form of disobedience, on account
of which the prophets had to warn of the
captivity. Jer. xvij, 24-27. It had been
a mark of their rebellion against God as
early as the days in the wilderness. Ezk.
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20 138. The rightful observance of the Sab-
bath is too closely eonnected with a
healthy religious life, that defection
againgt God seems to have had Sabbath
breaking as one of its most comstant ae-
companiments. But WNehemiah did not
rest content with remonstrance. Fhe iarge
city gates, closed as it grew dark on the
evening of the sixth day, he ordered (o
be kept shut till the Sabbath was over,
and stationed some of his servants at tho
small wickets to see that those entering
did not bring in any burdens. Thus shut
out, the merchants once or twice encamped
outside the city wall, and perhaps drew
some of the people out to trade with them.
This also Nehemiah stopped, threatening
them with arrest. The Levites were then
instructed to purify themselves, and take
charge of the gates on the Sabbath. The
prayer ‘“remember me,” so often on Ne-
hemiah’s lips after a hard fought battle,
indicates the source of the strength in
which he contended. Praying here also for
recognition by God, he finds the found-

ation of his pleas in the greatness of God’s
merey.

A FLOWER-GARDEN.

A flower-garden is an ugly thing, even
when best managed;-it is an assembly of
unfortunate beings, pampered and bloated
above their natural size,stewed and heated
into diseased growth; corrupted by evil
communications into speckled and inhar-
monjous colors; torn from the soil which
they loved and of which they were the
spirit and the glory, to glare away their
term of tormented life among the mixed
and incongruous essences of each other
in earth that they know not, and in air
that is poison to them.

The florist may delight in this; the true
lover of flowers never will. He who has
taken lessons from nature, who has ob-
served the real purpose and operation of
flowers; how they flush forth from the
brightness of the earth’s being, as the
melody rises up from among the moved
strings of the instrument; how the wlld-
ness of their pale colors passes over her,
like the evidence of a various emotion; how
the quick fire of their life and thelr de-
light grows along the green banks where
the dew falls the thickets and the mists
of incense pass slowly through the twi-
light of the leaves, and the intertwined
roots make the earth tremble with strange
foys at the feeling of their motion;—he who
has watched this will never take away the
beauty of their being to mix into mere-
tricious glare, or to feed into an existence
of disease And the flower-garden Is as
pg]y in effect as it is unnatural in feeling;
it will never harmonise with anything,
and if people will have it, should be kept
out of sight till they get into it.

From “The Poetry of Architecture®,
By John Ruskin. Reprinted fromLoudon’s
Magazine for the first time in book form.
George Allen.

FAMILAR QUOTATIONS.

Some of the most familar

! of “familar
Quotations” are not, g

strictly speaking,

- quotations at all. I have just been remind-

ed ol this by a correspondent, who wrote
to me for information as to the source of
the trite quotation “kept on the even
tenor of his way,” popularly ascribed to
Gray. My correspondent having expressed
his doubts whether Gray or anybody else
ever wrote the words, I have had the mat-
ter looked up. The nearest that can be
found to it appears to be the following
fxtract from the nineteenth wtanza of
Gray’s “Elegy’’:—

Along the cool sequestered vale of life
They kept ‘the noiseless tenor of their way.

Doubtless this is the correct reading. But

. e

how is it that orators, preachers, journal- -

ists, and men in the street have -80 unan-
imously agreed to change “noiseless’ f{or
“even’’?—Truth.

If & man meet with injustice, it is not re-
quired that he shall not be aroused to meet it
but if he isangry after he has had time to think
upon it, that issinful. . The flame is not wrong
but the coals are. — Beecher.

Aspiration, worthy ambition, desires for
higher good for good ends,—all these indicate
a soul that recognizes the beckoning hand of
the good Father, who would call us homeward
toward himself —J. G. Holland,

Alas! if my best friend, who laid down his
life for me, were to remember all the instances
in which I have neglected jhim, and to plead
them against me in judgment, where should I
hide the guilty head'in the day of recompense?
I'will pray, therefore, for blessings on my
friends, even though they cease to be 80, and
upon my enemies, though they continue such.
—Cowper.

Build Up.

When the system I¢ run down, a per-
son becomes an easy prey to Consumption
or Scrofula. Many valuable lives are
saved by using Bcott’s Emulsion as soon

as a decline in health is observed.
1Y



