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of the Forest,” and was warmly applauded. Scenes of Ayr
were then shown, and the interior of Burns' house. Here
Misses Spalding and Knowles sang ** Ye Banks and
Braes o' Bonnie Doon.” Shortly after this, the Rev. Mr.
Beattie recited with feeling ** Mary in Heaven.” This
brought the entertainment to a.close. The Guelph Mercury
says : Knox Church congregation have to be congratulated
on sccuring the Rev. Mr, Rose to give such a pleasing and
profitable entectainment, and Mr. Rose has also to be con-
gratulated on the clear and concise manner in which he ex-
plaincd the scenes as they were presented, and for the
trouble and expense which it must have cost him to pur-
shase the scenes and other things in connection with his
lecture.

PressyTRRY OF BarRIE.—This Preshytery held an ad.
journed meeting on Tuesday, March 1. There were pres.
ent fifteen ministers and five clders. There were a good
many items of business, though (ew of public interest,  The
remit on the matriage question was disapproved ona mo-
tion, too long fur insertivn here, wlich was carned ona
vote of nine against six. ‘The remit on co-operatton with
other religious bodies in mission work was disapproved by
the caurying of the following motion: Disapprove of the
roposal submitted in the renit to Preshiyteries on the sub.
ject of co-operation in our mission fields with the Metaodist
Church, believing that our Church has, in all our mission
stations and operations, acted in an honourable spirit to-
ward other Chiristian denominations, and that the proposals
submitted would eflcct no good purpose. Leave was
granted to the Midland congregation to sell their present
church propeny, with the view of erecting a church in
a more suitable lecaluy.—RoserT Moome, Fres. Clerk.

PRESBYTERY OF TORONTO. —An ordinary meeting of this
court was held on the st inst, Rev. P. Nicol, Moderatar,
The attendance of ministers and clders was large.  Rev,
Mr. (. Cameron reporied moderating in a call from
Hornby and Omagh, 1n favour of Rev. Joseph Johnstone,
probationer.  The stipend promised is $750, without a
manse. Besides approving of Mr, Cameron’s conduct,
the Presbytery, after hearing commissioners, sustained the
call, and resolved o ask $350 from the Augmentation Fund,
in licu of manse. Mr. Johnstone accepted the call. The
Maderator and Clerk were instructed to give him subjects
of trial for ordination ; and the Presbytery agreed to meet
in Hornby Church on the 15th inst., at one p.m., to hear
his trials, and, if satisfied therewith, to proceed with the
services of ordination at half-past two p.m. of the same
day, Rev. J. Murray to preach, Rev. M. C. Cameron to
deliver the charge, and the Rev. W. G. Wallace to address
the people.  Rev. . Carmichacl was authorized, as applied
for, to preside in the moderation of a call fiom Newmarket.
On report of a committee appointed to confer with the Rev.
T. Nixon, anent his tendered resignation, it was agreed to
cite his congregation to appear lor their interests at next
meeting.  On report of unother committee who had visited
the congragations of Le:licville, York Townline, Bethesda
Church and York Station, it was agreed to erect Luslie-
ville 2as a separate charge, to cite the various parties
concerned to appear at aext meetirg, and, in view of the
probabulity of the separation proposed, to ask for Leslie.
ville 2 grant in the meantime of $200. On behalf of a
committce appoinied to draft a minute, anent Rev. J. Alex-
ander, whose resignation has been accepted, Rev. Dr.
Gregg submitted and read the following . In accepting Mr.
Alexander’s resignation of the charge of the congrega-
tion of U 10n and Narval, the Presbytery deeply rapret
that the state of his heal b has consirained him to ten-
der his reugoaton, and they trust and proy that in his re-
tirement from the active duties of the ministry he may
largely enjoy the consolations of God's Word and Spirit.
The Presbytery deem it proper also to place on record their
high estimate of the valuable services which Mr. Alex-
ander has been enabled to render as a minisier of the Gos-
pel.  During the five and thinty years of his pastotate in
the cong-cuation of Union and Norval he has faithfully and
succcsslully labaured in word and doctrine, and in the over-
sight of his fluck ; while, as emphatically testified by his

cople, and as known and read of all, his Iife has been a
iving episile, exemplifying and commendint the principles
of the Gospel he has so long and faithfully preached.  The
Presbytery still further desire to record their svmpatbr with
the congregation of Union and Norval, now deprived of a
stated pastor, and their prayer that He wiw holdeth the
scven stars in His right hand will speedily provide for them
another wise and devoled pastor te carry on His uwn work
among them. The Preshytery adopted this nunute, and
ordered copics thereof to be sent respectively to Mr. Alex-
ander and hi« late congregation.  Also a commiltee was ap-
pointed to confer with him and them. anent the matter of
his tetircnient from the ministry.  As preliminary to the ap-
pointment of commissioners to next General Assembly,
Rev. J. Mutch submitted a motion, agrceably to previous
notice, aneat a change tnh appuinting by rotation ministenal
commissioncys ; said motion carnied. It was next cantied
by a majority to appoint eight ministers by rotation and
three by ballot, eleven being the total number 1equired.
The cipht appointed are Revs. Dr. Reid, R. Wallace, Dr.
Gngg. J Fringle, J. M. Cameaion, Fredusich Smith, W, G.
Wallace and John Muich, the Clesk waiving he nght
afforded to him. The three cthers are Revs, Prinaipal
Caven, Dr. McLaren and D. J. Macdonnell. Nomimatons
of clders were next made, and a lallot was taken for cleven,
of those, when it was found that the fullowing had recaived
the largest number of votes, viz. : Hon. A. Monis, Messts.
W. M. Clark, Hamilton Cassels, Wm  Carlyle, J. K. Mac-
donald, J. Maclennan, Q.C.. R. Kilgour, James Brown,
W, Adawsen, W, B McMunich and Joseph Gibson
these were declated to be appeinted accordingly. N curcu-
lar was read from Dr. Reid, anent the terms on which cum-
missioners and certain wthers mught be taken to and fiom
Wianipeg by the C. P. R. Co.- $30, $35 or $30, according
to the mode of travel Interesting seports were read by
Revs, W, Frizzell, J. Neil and W. G. Wallace respectively
on the Stateof Religior, Sabbath Schools and Temyperance ;
said reports were received and adopted sedatim Ty the

Presbytery, and were ordered to be transmitted to the
Synod's commiltee on the same matters.  \arious other
matters, of less interest to the public, were taken up and
disposed of.  The next ordinary meeting was appointed to
be ‘u:ld in the usual place on the first Tuesday of April, at
ten a.m.—R. MoxnteaTt, Pres. Clerk,

MONTREAL NOTES.

The Rev. J. B, Muir, M.A., of St. Andrew’s Church,
Huntingdon, who has been visiting {uends in Western
Ontario, returned home last week, and occupied his own
pulpit on Sabbath.

The congregation of St. John's Church, Brockville, vacant
since the departure of De. Jardine for the North-West four
wmonths ago, has resolved to call the Rev. My, Koss, miais.
ter of the Anti Union congregation. at Lancaster, i the
Presbytery of Glengarry, Mr. Russ came from Scotland
some threc or four years ago, and was immediately settled
in Lancaster, where e still continues to labour,

On Thursday evening the David Mornce Hall was filled
with a large and appreciative audieace to hear the Rev. J.
H. Wells' lecture on ¢ Canterbury Cathedial,” under the
auspices of the Students’ Missionary Society. The lecture
was doubly interesting, because of the illustrative stercop-
ticon views presented on the canva: by Mr. A. C. Hutchi-
son by means of his powerful hme hight.  The Rev. J
Barclay, of St. Paul's Church, was to have lectured in the
hall on Thursday, the toth inst.  As, however, the citizens
are on that evening to centertain the popular retinng Mayor
—Beaugeand —at a banquet in the Windsor, Mr. Barclay’s
lecture is po: tponed to Thursday, the 17thnst.  The sub-
jecr of it is ** The Planting of the Church in Canada.”

The regular moathly mecting of the Montreal Presbw-
wial Woman's Misstonary Society was held o Loskine
Caurch on Friday afternoon. The chair was occupied by
Mrs, Archibald Campbeil, the president.  Miss Cawrns,
the Directoress of thodGisls’ School at Ponte.aux-Trembles,
gave interesting information regarding the work there, the
attendance of pupils at present being 120, Mr. Johnston,
student missionary 1n Gnffintown, gave an address on City
Mission Work. There was a large attendance «of ladies.
The annual meetinglof the society is to be held in the begin-
ning of Apnl.

The pastor of Calvin Church, Rev. Dr. Smyth, is wisely
providing entertainment for his Young Peuple’s Association
that 1s not only pleasant, but profitable.  On Tuesday last
he arranged with several membess of the Microscopical So-
ciety to bnng ther microscopes, and with others to senid
theirs to 2 meeting of the Young People’s Assaciativn, and

an instructive evening was spent, to the great enjuyment of

the large number present.  The choir of Chalmers Church
rendered several chowce selections dunag the evening.

Montreal is to have 2 brief visit from Sam Jones, not 0
the character of an evangelist, conduciing special services,
but in the sdle of a lecturer. e is announced to lecture
on *¢ The Battle of Life,” in St. James Methodist Church.
Tickets, 25 cents.

At a meeling of the congregation of Melville Church,
Cote St. Antoine, on Wednesday last, 3t was unanimoudly
resolved to invite Mr. John McGslliviay, B.A., to become
their pastor.  Mr. McGilliviay is one of the graduating class
in Knox College, who supplied the pulpit during the Christ-
mas vacation. It is expected that he wall be licensed in
May, and ready for scttlement immediately thereafter.

The Rev. J. Crombie, M.A., of Union Church, Smith’s
Falls, recently tendezed the resiznation of his charge, and at
a mecting this week of the Presbytery of Lanark and Ren
frew, the resignation was accepted, to take effect after Sab-
bath fitst.  Mr. Crombie, in retiring from the active duties
of the pastorate, carrics with him the high respect and
estcem of the people to whum he has ministered dunng the
1ast eichleen years.  lic was for many years a member of
the former Presbytery of Montreal of the Canada Presby
terian Church, during his pastorate of Inverness.

In the next issue, April, of the Preséylerian Kevrerw, New
York, will appear an asticle en ¢ Sucial Discontent,” ftom
the pen of Principal MacVicar,  His former article in this
Revrew, on 4 Romanism in Canada,” has been extensively
quoted, not only on this Continent but in Europe also.

At a largely attended mceting last week of the Chalmers
Church congregation, the question of accommodatiun fot the
increasing attendance at the Sabbath school was discussed
at length, and a resolution adopted to crect an extension at
the back of the church, with two storics, embracing class
1ooms, church patlour, pastor’s vestry, ctc.  The managers
were insttucted 1o take immediate steps to carry out the
teselution.  The growing attendance at theregular Sabbath
services will svon render necessary increased accommoda-
tion in the chusch proper.

Mz, W. C. Munderloh, for the Iast fiftcen years Impenal
Gemman Consul here, has just had conferred upon him by
the Emperor of Germany the dignity of the Order of the
Royal Crown. The letter ftom Cofint Humbert, on bebali
of f'rnce Bismarck, intimating the fact, is accompanied by a

old Maltesc cross and blue ribbon the insignia of the Order.
gn the centre of the cross, which is devigned of solid gold,
there is a cirele of blue enamel, on the side of which 15 in-
scribed the motto, ** God with us,” and on the reverse ** 16th
October, 1861," the date of King William’s coronation.
Mt. Murderloh is 2 Presbyteriap, and an elder of the Crese
cent Street Church,

Some little anxiety 1sat present {elt by the {nends of Mr,
James Croil, because of his beiny known to be in Italy at
the time of the recent carthquake. Ie purposed leaving
the sacmbers of his family at Montreux, and going south on
the 7th of February, for a three weeks’ visit 1o Venice,
Romc, etc., teturning to Montreux about the beginning of
this month, and leaving there soon after foe Scotland via
Paris. There is some little cause for anxicly, and letters

are looked for next week announcing his safety.

Sabbath School Eeacbc_r_.

CNTERNATIONAL LIZSSONS.
March 24, }

JACOB'S NEW NAME.

Gorogy Trxr, —*“ And he said, 1 will notlet Thee go,
except Thou bless me.”—Gen. xxxii. 26.

SHORTER CATECHISM.

Question 14.—~The answer to this question is remarkably
clear and distinct.  The law of God is the revelation to
man of God's finite righteousness.  The law of the Lord
is perfect. It demands a perfect obedience. Not to con-
form to that law, not to cume up to its requirements, 15 sin,
Tu transgress, o go beyond what it enjuins, 1s sin. The
ald and familiac form of expressiun, vnussion and commis.
sion, descrilies the sinfulness of faling to keep God's law and
positive disobedience,  Sin is out doing what God requires,
and doing what God forbids.  Ail sm 15 rebelhion against
God, and must be forgiver. fur Chust’s sahe, \f we would
escape from its terrible misery and awful penalty.

INTRODUCTORY.

After the vision at Bethel, Jacob proceeded on his
journey to Haran, where he lived for forty years. Alter
hardships and disappointment he succeeded n acquiring
large possessions.  His worldly prosperity, to some extent
due to cunning and sheewdness, had roused feelings of
jealuusy amung his relations,  He had made up his mind to
return with has waves, Leah and Rachel, and 21l his posses-
siuns, to lus own country. \When near the bordess of Pales-
tine he is afraid to encounter lus brother, who by this time
had become a puwerlul clnef.  He takes the precaution to
dide his peuple and flocks into two bands. They are sent
acrass the nver Jabbok, tising in the desert east of the Jor-
dan, and after a circuituus course, falling into that river mid.
way between the Sea of Gablee and the Dead Sea, In
loneliness once again Jacob has a memorable experience.
He was anatous and depressed, and betakes himself to the
one true retuge fur all who are in trouble,

1. Jacob's Prayer.—This is the first rccorded prayer in
the Bible.  Like all the others fuun:d thee, 1t is simple, di-
rect, carnest and reverent. It begins with a reference to
God's covenant, ““O God of my father Abraham, and of
wy father {saac.'” There he reverentially stops. To him
alsu the covenant promise was made, but he does not plead
that now. People pride themselves on their pedigree, but
the nublest of all ancestry is descent from God'’s covenant
people.  To be the children of pious parents is a great
blesstag, only, however, if such children serve their father’s
Gaod.  In his present journey Jacob is following God’s com-
mand, and this he also pleads. If danger meets us in the
path of duty, we may confidently trust in Gud’s help and
presence.  Approach to God unpresses the suppliant with a
sease of his own unwortliness. He remembers the number
and the greatness of God's mercies, acd all His tiuth, how
His promises had been kept.  He also makes mention of
what God had done for him. lie went into> Haran with
no other possession than his staff, and now he says: ¢ 1
am become two bands.” e next comes to the immedi-
ate cause f his anviety and apprehension : * Deliver me, 1
pray Thee, trom the hand of my brother.” Forty years be-
fore ne hal fled for fear of that brother whom he had
wronged, and he had not scen him since. Like a good
father he also prays fur those near and dear to him, ¢ the
mother with the children.” The prayer closes with pleading
G d’s covenant promite.

1. Wrestling with the Angel.—The nanmtive here
speaks of & man who wrestled with Jacob until the breaking
of the day. The Angel of the Covenant may have appeated
10 ham an bodily shape. It was no mere dream, but a real
conflict.  The prolonge! struggle ended in the angel touch-
ing the hollow of his thigh, putting 1t out of joint. Jacob
had continucd 1n carnest wrestling, teaching us the lesson
of carnest, perscveting, importunate prayer.  All who have
hved emanently Chrstian lives have been noted for their
continuance in prayer. The Angel said: *“ Let me go, for
the day breaketh.,”  Jacob had learaed how helpless he
was, but he will not give up.  Ieis bulder than ever, and
says: ** I will not let Thee po, except Thou biess me.” The
Anpel asks, ** Whatis thy name 2™ And hesaid, * Tacobh.”
Thss reminds him of what that name means—Supplanter.
But he now reaches a loftier spiritual elevation of character.

111, Jacob Prevails.—The Angel then tells him that
his name 1s changed.  In those doys names were significant
anil descapuve ot character. It was eminently so in this
mstance.  ** Thou shalt be called no more Jacob, but
Istacl, for as a punce hast thou power with God, and with
men, and hast prevailed.”  Jacob in his despondency and
alarm had entreated for deliverance from Esau’s cnmity,
tmt hie has got & much larger blessing than that, which was
also included.  Here he lcarned the lesson of entire sursn-
der of scif and full consecration to God. Now he asks the
Angel’s name.  His wish in this respect 1s not geztified.
God answaers our prayers, but does not satisfy our curiosity.
He blessed um there.  As he had been deeply impressed
with the vision_of God at Bethel, so Jacob 1s leeply im-
pressed here.  In memory of that long night spent in im-
portunate prayer, and of the ;;mcious answer vouchsafed, he
names the place Peniel, ** For, " he explains, T have scenGod
face to face, and my lifcis prescrved.” Conscious that, sin.
ful man as he was, he had been privileged to experience
favour and Dblessing, by which not only the threatened
danger was averted, but that he had been permitted to see
God face 0 face insafety, he is deeply impressed with his
own unworthiness, and God’s condescending mercy.

FRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS.

A sease of danger should lead us to God in prayer.

Prayer for temporal blessings Icads to a fuller perception
of out spititual need. )

The highest blessings are only bestowed in answer to
persevering prycr.

God gives us much more than we ask for,

$Gen. 32: 9412,
[3 24°30.



