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NCIES FROM MANITOBA.

Mo Forep  Though vader a cloud of depression
1t present Winnipeg is dustined to he an Important
ceptre  Yte shtuatinp fs {avouratle for growsh, and
the ~apital alresdy expended by private partles, and
by tompanics, w! puarantee s future pregress
Wheo oien were tosane in land specalation twenty
montbs ago, and were trying to be rich by rapld strides,
there was naturally 3 rush of rapita! 1o Winnipeg.
Meo embarked o business, and large stocks were pus
chased, every one way full of hope, prices were Inflat
ed und trade was ~o an unsafe, because unnatural,
basis  When, therefore, the boom ceased, and com
mon sense gained sway, 't was found that many were
teft to tho lursb, with 1and that wou'd not bring over
fifty per ceot. of its cost, and wi*hk stocks of goods fat
beyond the demands of the -oun'ry, some have un
loaded themselves of lots and other property at im
mease sacrif~e  Some have been rulaed, whils others
again, are struggling along, hoping to weather the
storma and reach a season of calm again. ‘With h2avy
stocks, and the stream of population passing west
ward, and rising towns competing for the trade, it Is
ecasily seen how Winnipeg is labouring under a burden
which needs all her energy and wisdom to cairy. Even
at this season, every incoming train brings its share of
immigrants who, however, do not stop In the city, but
push westward to the homestead lands. The crowds
of pasaengers that throng the platform, even in Jine
and July, are greater ther one sees either at Toronto
or Montreal The city itself is of interest to one who
visits it for the first time. It has a strange mixture of
civilized and frontier life about it. Oa Main street,
there are canvas tents and rough-boarded shanties, in
which goods of every description are sold, and close
to these, are handsome buildings that would do credit
to any city in the Dominion. On the streets are seen
the pushing, energetic business men, and also the or-
iginal sons of the prairie, with their long, straight
black hair banging over their shoalders, and sqaaws
who are clothed in shawls of fluming colours, and
have their f2et encased in beaded moccasins. The
Main street is broad, and has some fine buildings, es
pecially the Hudson Bay Company's property, and
Cauchon’s large block, near the Assiniboine, The
new Presbyterian Churches to be erected, and other
edifices, will add much to the appearance of the city.
‘The last Ceneral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
in Canada, held in London, appointed a Princpal,
and so sanctioned the sstablishment of a Theological
College io Winnipag We believe it has been decided
by the Paptist Ctur b, also to have a Theological Col
ege io the city These and other institutions will
wield » strong, and beneficial influence on the futare
history of the city and country. Though far north,
the inkabitants of Winnipeg have a due share of
beat. For two days, June 27th and 28°h, the mercury
marked from 95° to 100" in the shade. Between that
city and Brandon, the rails on the C.P.R. expanded
and spread out, so that the express was deiayed some
hoars. During tkose days of intense heat when the
sweat was trickling down the faces of the Winnipeg-
ans, goed drinking water was a scarce commodity.
The foad at the hotels was well salted, and this was
done, according to the opinion of some ofthe knowing
ones, not to preserve the meat, but to intensify the
thirst of the guests at the hotels; and as the water
was kept at the bar, it was necessary to pay frequent
visits, and thus of course ‘opportunity was aflorded
those wko wished to obtain a stronger thirst annihil-
ator than water To my opinion the bottom has not
yet been reached ip the scale of depression. As the
wave of immigration A ws further and further west-
ward towards the Parifi~, snd the money expended in
the construction of the railway is far beyond the reach
of Winpipeg, there will be harder times, butit will
only be temporary Th= fertile soil of that vast country
will pour its rich products into the lap of the city, and
eastward to the gzaboard, and those who may be
croaking ill omened oracles abuut the futare will find
ip 8 few years that they bave been false prophets,
The fotyre of tho city will be one of bright prosperity.

Portage 1.2 Prabrie is a thriving.town of 5.000 In.
habitasts, about fi'ty six miles west of Winnipeg. Its
streets are well laid out at right angles to cach othes ,
they are broad, 2nd lived witt young maple trees
which grow rapidly, and in a {ow years will afford a
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pleasant sliade. The soll nortkward, to the south of
lake Manltoba, Is very fertile, and !s occupled by
farmers from Ontarlo. Some of these farmers came
fcom the township c. Scasboro’ and cultivate the land
as thoroughly as they did in the east. Wefound them
well satisfied with the climate of Manitoba, as well as
the soil, and asked some of them wholeht good farms
in Onmio, if they lnked Manhobaequall, well with Oa.
warlo, thay replied yen® When asked their reason, they
answered (he soil is rcher, {Lis easier woiked, and
wo have bette: crops, save mors money, and have
good school. and charches ncat us. To show what
has been done on the land fa that past of the Frovince
ong farmes pun.lmcd a half section near Portage,
paying for it $y,w0u, 1 three gears from the time he
turued the first 50d on the farm he pald the whole sum
and owned the land. Many of the enterprising farm-
ers, and business men there, are Proshyterians ahe
kave made comfortable homes for themselves, and
what they have done, others cam do, I they have the
pluck and determination to succeed. Thaugh there
had been a scarcity of rain, wheat and other grains
were Jooking well, and as the heary ralns In Oatario
have done havoc to the spring wheat the outlook for
the farmers of the North West is bright.  Root crops
were also in a flourishing condition. We found straw-
berries ripe at High Bluff on the sth of July and on
the farm of Mr. McLean, ons ot the oldest settlers
near Portage, we saw red current bushes laden with
fruit. Whatever may bhe the prospect for (ke growmh
of apples In the North-West, it is unquestionably true,
that the small fruits grow in great luxuriance. There
is much In the soil and in the climats to make bhappy
homes for millions In that immense area of fertile soil.
Wa had the pleasure of speaking on Sabbath, Jaly, ist,
to the congregation at High Bluff, over which our old
fellow student, Mr. McKellar is pastor. The church
is a neat and commodious log building, the attendance
was good, and the servire was enjoyed by all. We
spoks at tha reqaest of the pastor on some facts of in-
trest in connection with the present state of Jerusalem,
We noticed here, and through all the North.West,
that a large part of the congregations is composed of
young men. These are the strength of the couatry,
and of the Church. The pastor of High Bluff is doing
exzellant work, not only for our Presbytesian Church,
but for the cause of Chuist's kingdom generally. ln
the evening we preached o a large congregation in
Portage. Under the fostesing care and activity of the
pastor, Mr. Bell, this congregation has mads rapid
strides, and has kept abreast of the rapid development
of the country and the town. The congregation wor-
ship in a hxndsome frame building capabls of seating
five or six hundred people. The music in this church
weuld do credit to many of our city choirs in Oatario.
A splendid brick manse has been erected lately for the
pastor, and altogether the cause of Presbyterianism is
bealthy and strong In this part of Manitoba,
Brockville. Gx0. BURNFIRLD,

WOMAN'S HOME MISSION SOCIETIES,

MR. EDITOR,—The Woman’s Home Missionary
Society of the Presbytery of St. John felt so encouraged
at theur last mecting that they desired me to make
known, through your columns, to the ladies of To-
ronto and the west their method and its success, in
order, if possible, to induce the formation of similar
Presbyterial societies in Oatario.

The mission field of the Presbytery is unusually ex
tensive, for it embraces about two-thirds of the wholes

Province of New Brunswick. Its stations, as indeed

nearly all ihe charges of the Preshytery, mainly ex-
tends along the river St. John from north to south,
and the line of sea-coast from eastto west -about 200
wiles in each direction. It had long been felt that
this vast field could never be overtaken by tha ordin-
ary system of summer supply. Instead of advancing,
our Church was losing ground. Churches built with
Presbyterian money bhad in some cases beca sold to
other denominations, and our most eamest adherents
in not a fow jocalities had given their eaergies to
other communions which, if less to thelr mind, yet
supplied Gospel ordinances to their families.

At first the society simply aimed at supplementing
as many stations as possible so that the services of an
ordained missionary might bs obtained for some that
could not yet claim aid from the supplcmcnzal~fund 5
but, as -resources developed, ldeas broadeaed, and
making 2 bold fesolution, the ladies requested d:a

Prosbytery to appoint an Grdained missiozary who‘

should visit all the mission fields, dispense ordinas e,
and superintend generally the evork of Church exten-

sion, pledglog themselves to pay $600 of his salary.
The offer was at once grateflully accepted, and the
Rex. Jas. Macgregor Mackay, of Woodstock, was
called to the work. He accepied, was released from
his charge, and at once ectered upon his sunerancy.
He bas proved himsell to bo fitted in ao ordinasy de-
gres lor the work, Blessed wih & .vigorous {rame,
and an iron constituuon, his indomntable Higllana
fesvous cacties him through labours that sould wea:
out an ordinary man., Lathusiasucally loyat to hus
own church he succeeds in .orpining with new courage
ous feeble congregauons, who now beginto appreciate
tho episcopal averight of the Presbyiery as repre-
szoted by us missionary. Ms. Mackay 1s conuinuaily
eaploring ocw fields, and advising on che spot wuh
leading members in regard to the old. At neary
every wmceting of Presbytery ho inmishes a graphic
account of the whole field traversed 1o the mrervay,
thus enabling the Churcusto distribatsats efforts to the
greatest advantage. You will at once pescetve on
what a solid, permanent basis this places our mission
work,

You will ask, doubtless, where the money. comes
from, 1 will tell you how the St. Jobhn ladies raise
thele funds. A co with a vice-prestdentis ap-
pointed foz cvery church in St John, and it 1sthe duty
of these to sce that parties wmilling to contribute are
visited, and the amounts paid 4nto the treasurer at the
monthly mecung of the souety. Ia St. john’s Church
the collection is made by thecollectors of the Longrega.
tional Mlissionary Society, who havea separate column
in their books for thus contnbution. la addition 10
this the Presbytery has enjoined ail tts congregations
to take up a collection in aid of the work ; and a col
lection forms an it2m of busioess at every meeung of
of the society,

By thes® means a geoeral interest has been ex-
cited in ths wotk ; a large numbsr of Jadies have beea
interested In church extension whose energies were
bitherto confined to the imuts of thewr own congrega:
tions ; the ladies of tho severas churches have been
brought together, and a feeling of denominauocna
unity has been brought about, with an tncrease of
mutual esteem, which has produced moral zesulisof a
most healihy character. The meetings of the socisty
are looked forward to with much tnterest, and che
reading of Mr, Mackay's monthly report 1s always a
source of the liveliest sausfaction. His graphic de-
suriptions of the wotk, 1 #ill venture to say, give the
iadies of Su joba a clearer idea of what Home Mus-
sion work really is than is possessed by most ot ow
Presbyteries,

Will not the ladies of Toaronto, and other centra
citles and towns of Oatario artempt a stmular works
Out Forelgn work is important and possesses a toman-
tic interest, but surely oot kindred in the fanh claim our
first regard, and no Foreign Mission reports could ex-
ceed in interest those read monthly befose our society
in St. John, T. F. FOTHRERINGHAM.

St. Yokn, N.B., Tuly 5th, 1883.

REUNION OF PROFESSIONAL MEN FROYM
ZORRA.

Ia the year 1834 the Rev. Donald McKedzie was
ordained by the Synod of Ross as a mussionary to
minister to the spiritual wants of a large number of
Sutherlandshire people who had emigrated to Lanada
and settled 1n Z rra, county of Oxfozd, aboat the yeat
1832.

On arriving in Zorra he found the people desutne
of a pastor, but not withoat their Bibles, prayer-meet-
sogs, family altars and Chnstian pnnciples insuiled o
to thum, amid their native hills and glens,

Hawving amived in Zra on Siturday cvening, he
found apon enquiry that tho people were.1n the haon
of aswnbhng for prayer and the reading of the denp-
tures in what was thea the new “log church,” but
known for wany years aficrwards as “ the ~id 108
Chuzch,” With thaokful hearts those assembled as
usual for prayer on the first Lord’s day after.the mis-
sionary’s arrival heard the Joytul sound of the Gospel

“from the lips of the tho far famed Apostle ot the North
—Ds. McD.nald of Feriatosh, having presided at Mr.
McKevae’s orduation. and dcsignanon o the fed,

thaviog given Mr, McK-nz0 tesumonials and icuera

‘of introduction, 4ha missionary was looked upon i
: 2rva by soms ay icast &s.the minister seot them by
D+ McDooald. The sscond Sibbath. day amved;




