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Meanwhile the rising fortunes of Cottés wvere tbrqatened -by.
newr dangers; andý he found the Azieca %vere not the only en-
emieshe mnuet prepare himself to meet. It must flot be forgot-
tene that Velasqtiez, the Governor of -Cuba, the origînator of the
expedition, had long viewcd Cortés with no fiiendly eye;- and
wihetn the tidings ofhis success and marvellous discoveries reach-
ed hlm, his jealousy,'was raised to, the highest pitch, and -he im-
mediately- fitted out an ariniment, consisting of 900 ién, well
supplied» iwiti amimunition, and stores of àil kindà. The comi.
mand %vas given to Narvaez, wlio accordingly set Éail for thecéoast
of- Mexico, where he landed in April, 1520, witli the intention
of coïmpelling COrtés to reiinquish bis uùuwthorized. pre-eminence
and ýsubtnitto bis diétation. It was not long belote tidingsýof the
arrivai of Narvaez werecommunicated to Cortés. He ptepared
immédiately, with-his usuaiénergy,-t f0 meethis rival, and bringthe
qùestion to a-speedy deci'sion. Cortés dould iii afford-to dividé
hie littié force; but to withdraw- hie whole detachmeît, -fromà
Mexico, was at once toi 1ose aill lie had gained, and forego the hope
of future conquest. Hé -thérefore left 140 men under Alvàiadô,
in Mèxico, and attended& by 70 soldiers, set out to encâiinter luis
néiw opponent. They met in thié plain of the Tiera Caliénte-;
and while a shott distance -still interven'ed, night came ; Corté's at
once resolved to attack the enemny under cover of the daikness,
trusting te, its friendly shade f0 conceal the real weakness of hià
force. The -result exce eded his most sanguine eixpectatidiià ;_.
Narvaez wvas wvoundedand taken prisoner'at an eàrly stage of thé
engagement; and Cortés found-fno difficulty ini enigagih the epan.
-ish sôldier-Q, who, hadcommre'nced the carfipaigu nunder a eà-dèr
wvho neither secured their iéoÊect nor a ffection, to tranïsfe« their
seriices to-himself, and'embark- with-himn iù an ndventure hefailed
niotto'depict in. rich and glewinig colore. The, réiïiforcemh-nts
thus rebeived were a 'most séasonable aid, foir -Cortés èoonTofun *d
ehis most sirenueôus 'efforts nèecessary -to- meet an-ie'w diùitrgeîy.
Alvarado wro)tefrômü MéExicà, giving no flattétifig iité-iligeneW;
ie said- the AzCecs,ývèr&lejifining, itanife.àt û*chý dièaÏièfaé.
tienà; -tney had niadeýsevéràl *hôstilà atitmpteà agâluet- thè S'pàh;
iards ; In short, the presence of -Cortés Iu Mé:ýicà.wî' abàoiél y
necessary. Wli lie arrivéd,»it wae only'tofind eVery-thifigin
the utmost c'onfusion,ï aud the Spàùiàh, quarters in- à state of éiege-.
The Spàniardsh'ad"cèrtainly given so'me prc$vocàtion, aud. thé


