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Detroit Notes.
'The article on "Entire or Cut Square

Envelopes," by S. A. D. Cox, in the
last nunber of the Columbian Phila-
telist was the best article of. the kind
that we have ever read. The point
made by Mr. Cox that a eut square
specimen is not availabhle for postal
duty is a good one. We cry about
collecting lalels not good for actuai
postal use and at the saine time calinly
collect eut square envelopes. Is this
consistent? Not at all, and the fact is
becoming more apparent every day.
A eut square envelope is of as much
philatelic value, or should be, as an
adhesive wvith all but the main design
eut away. One is of as imuch intrinsic
value as the other. In envelope stamps
cutting a stamp square mars the
beauty of it, as an envelope stanp
always looks best when entire as it
was intended to he. The -eut round
envelopes have given way to the cut
square speciniens and these are slowly
retiring in favor of the entire envel-
opes.

We are glad to see the Messenger so
favorably commented on by papers on
this side of the lne. It shows that
quality and not quantity counts.

Being so near the Dominion we have
naturally received the new Canadian
issue nearly as soon as sent out and it
seemus to be the general trend of
opinion here that, with the exception
of the half cent, the issue is renark-
ably pretty.

Quite a number of the Newfcund-
land surcharges have len offered for
for sale here of late, and the majority
of collectors are extremely wary about
puirchalsing.

Mr. T. L. W. Porte has one of the
first collections of Philatelic literature
in the western states. Bis library is
nearly coiplete and hy a systei of
filing and indexing that is entirely his
own le can refer in a imoiient's notice
to alniost any article wanted.

Mr. I. E. Paterson lins just returned
from a inonth's trip through Canadî.
Mr. Patterson reports business there
as heing fairly good.

Detroit h;s been very dul philatni-
lically for the past two months. W »
hope to chronicle an improvement
nexti nontlh. AMERICAN.

Toronto Notes.
Chas. A. Needham of Hamuilton and

H. C. Stork of Brampton have been in
town during the past month. Both
report business prospects as very good
in their respective towns.

All the values of the new issue are
now for sale at the Toronto general
post-office, pust cards and letter cards
included. A very poor specimiien of
the printerb art is the new one-cent
post card. It is a disgrace to the
countrv.

Canada is to have a new money or-
der system. Postal notes will shortly
be issued for amounts under $5, pay-
able to bearer without identification.
This will be nuch more convenient
and less expensive than the present
system.

Business has been fair during the
p.est month, considering the holiday
season, and it continues to increase.
Canadian revenues are in great .de-
mand at present and bid fair to con-
tinue so.

The Canadian Philatelie Advertiser
is announced to appear from this city
about the 1st March as an advertiser
of philatelic publications and supplies.

Somne of the values of the old issue
(1869) promise to be scarce. Collectors
havinîg any of the ý, 6, 10, 15, 20, 50c.,
should keep them for future use.

Riglt Hon. Joseph Chainberlain has
remonstrated with the Candian gov-
ermnuent for infringing the laws of the
Universal Postal Union by undertak-
ing to reducet the postage on letters
froni Canada to the United Kingdon
without consulting the other mîenbers
of the Union. As I intimated in uy
notes last month the announcement
had been made that after January 1st
the letter rate to Foreign cotutries
wtould be three cents per ounce instead
of five cents per half once as before.
This annmincenent (niade no doubt as
a politic.l "bluff") has caused consid-
erable difficulty in the post office de-
partient. When the new year
camîe parties writing to England took

vantage of the reduced rate and
only put on three cents postage. Or-
ders vere then given the postmnasters
to supplythe extra postage and notices
have been posted in the general post
office to the effect tlat thie postage is
five cents per jounce instead of threc
cents as announced.

WALDO.


