PLEASANT HOURS,

Only a Boldler True.
BY 3. Lut'ID KWART.

Only a xolller who
Answered hin conntry’s rvall,--
With soval hoart to do his part
For his country - that was all

Only a mother who
8toad wherg the transport lay,
Breathing o praysp that God would «are
For her xon when far away

Onty a parting waord
A last wave of the hand.

The shore-line paled the  tronp »bip
satied
For the far-off southern land
Only a soldier brave,

W hoxe courage does not fatl, -
The danger growr, charging his foes,
Foeing the Jewdon hatl

Only the Maukern gong—
It spake of death to him '—

He mintly hears hig comrades clhicers,
An .« the soldier’s eyes grow diin

Down on the Natal plain,
A Httle rounded hean—

No cross, no gtone, where unbeknown
He sleens his long, last sleep.

Only thoe long, jong weeks
Of walling and suspense,

Of hopes and fears, of sighs and tears,
Ot agony Intense,

Only a woman who
Over the denth-list leans,

With reeling brain, (O God the paln %)
One ot ten thousand scenes !

Dorchester, Ont.

LESSON NOTES

——n

SECOND QUARTER.
STUDIES IN THR TIFE OF JESUS,

LESSON V.—APRIL 29,
JESUS AND JUHUN THE BAPTIST.
Luke 7 1928, Memory verses, 22, 23.

GOLDEN TEXT.

flo hath done all things woll.——~Mark
7. 31,

OUTLINE.

1. The Messiah Tested by His Works,
v 18-23.

2. The Greatest of Prophets and the
Lenst in tho Kingdom, v. 24-28.

Time.—Probably the early summer of
A.D, 28.

Place.—Jesus in Galilee; John the Bap-
tist in prison at Machaerus, near the
Dead Sea.

LLESSON HELPS,

19, ** Calling unto him"—Ho was at
that time in prison on account of the
hatred of Herod's wife. ** He that should
conme "—The Jews In every age had ex-
pected a Messiah or Anointed One to ap-
pear as thelr king and deliverer, for
whose coming they looked forward with
sreat hope. " Look we for another "—
The question was asked, perbaps, to ob-
tain answer to John's own doubts, and
also to encourage the faith of his dis-
ciples,

21 “ Plagues "—Disenses.  “He gave
sight "~ By these miracles he showed
that he had divine power and was sent
by God.

23. * Not be offended "—Who shall not
fall into sin by mlsunderstandlng and
doubting Christ,

24. “A reed”—John's firm, strong
character Is contrasted with a trcmbling
reed.  When the wind of popular ap-
plause, on the one hand, blew fresh and
fair, when tho storm of Herod's rage, on
the other hand, grew flerce and bluster-
ing. John wus stiil the same, the same in
'\ll vwathcrs

25. * Ralment "—Clothing. “ Apparel-
led "—Clad. A reference to John's man-
ner of Hving (Matt. 3. 4).

A
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27, “ Prepare thy way "—Jolin prepared
the way for Christ by proclaiming re-
pentance and leading the nation to
righteous living,

28. “ Not a greater “—John was the
greatest of prophets, because what others
foretold In the distance he proclaimed as
at hand; and in true nobility of character
he was surpassed by none. “ Least in
the kingdom "—Any believer in Christ,
however low his station. ** Greater than
he - In that disciples have all that John
foresaw. Our privilege as Christians is
greater than that ot the prophets, since
we know more of Christ than did David
or Isalah.

HOME READINGS.

M. Jesus and John the Baptist.—Luke
7. 18-28.

Tu. Testimooy of works.—John 10. 31-42.

W. Fourfold witness.~John 5. 30-39.

Th. Gabriel’'s message.~Luke 1. 13-22.

F. The forerunner.—~John 3. 22-36.

S. A preacher of righteousness.—Matt.
21, 23-32,

Su. Prophecy fulfilled. —Matt. 11. 2-14.

QUESTIONS FOR HOME STUDY.
1. The Messiah Tested by His Works,
v.

‘What John wag this ?

Where was he at this time ?

What was his question,

Who s meant by “ he that should
come"” ?

LR. COKE,

How did peoplo look forward to the
coming of Christ ?

What example may we find in their
spirit ?

To what event should we look forward
in the same spirit ? Acts 1. 11.

Did Jesus give a direct answer to
John's question ?

How did he answer in action ?

What answer did he send in word ?

What did these miracles prove ?

Where had these miracles been fore-
told concerning Christ ? Isa. 35. 4-6.

What did Jesus say about the puor ?

How was this a proof t.hat he was the
oxpected One? 1Isa. 61. 1, 2.

What blessing did he .pronounce ?

How may we receive tbis blessicg ?
2. The Greatest of Prophets and the

Least in the Kingdom, v. 24-28.

When did Jesus give this testimony ?

‘What question did he ask ?

With what did he contrast John’s char-
acter ?

l;or what did he praise John in verse

To what dld he refer in verse 25 ?
Matt. 3. 4.

What did he say that John was ?

How did John prepare the way for
Christ ?

Whetein was John the greatest of the
prophets ?

Whose privilege Is higher than John's ? »

Wherein do we enjoy higher priv !leges’

How suould we regard them ?

PRACTICAL TBEACHINGS.

Where Iin this lesson are we ec¢n-
vonraged—

1. To tell our fears and troubles to
Christ ?

2 To find our faith strengthened by
Christ ?
3. To realize our privileges In Christ ?

Jonathan and John.
BY CHARLES G. D, ROBERTS,

Should Jonathan and John fall out

The world would stagger from that bout;
\Vith John and Jonathan at one

The world's great peace will have begun.

\Vith Jonathan and John at war,
The hour that havoc hungers for
Wil strike, in ruin of blood and tears,—
The world set back a thousand years.

With John and Jonathan sworn to stand
Shoulder to shoulder, hand by hand,
Justice and peace shall build thelr throne
From tropic <a to frozen zone,

When Jonathan and John forget

The scar of an ancient wound to fret, ~

And smile to think of an anclent feud

Which tgg God of the nations turned to
godd,

When the bond of a common creed and
speech

And kindred binds them each to each,

And each in the other’s victories

The pride of his own achfevement gees,~—

How paltry a thing they both will kxnow,
That grudge of & hundred years ago,—
How small that blemish of Jwrath and
blame
In the blazonry ot thelr common fame !
—The Century.

That 1is AllL—"Who defrays the ex-
penses of the Government of the so-called
Filipino Republic?’* asked Spatts, “There
are none now,” replied Bloobumper, * ex-

.cept Aguinaldo’s running expenses.”

“Did you say that boy of yours was
ambitious "

“ Ambitious! Well, I should say!
Why, that boy does nothing but sit around
a‘l day and ‘hink of the great things he's
going to do.”

My Escape
Trom the Boers,

The Exciting Experiences of 2 Canadian
Medica! Missionary.
O 3 AN
E. J. Livingston, B.A., r1.D.

h’er. 20 ceatls, postpatd.

Dr. Livin a member of the
Toronto Conie rence who went to South
Africs in 1894 as & medical misaiona: He
was captured by the Boers last October, but
su ed in effecting his escape. Ho tells
the story of his exciting adventure and adds
to it intcrosting details of his obeervations

of the Boers and a brief history of South
Africa.  The description of Ladysmith and
the hilly country tbrongh which General

Baller struggled againat fearful odds for ita
rolief, are most interasti Dr. Livingston
koows the Boer well and describos him in
his trus colours.

A History of
the Transvaal War,

From the Boer Ultimatum to the
advance of -Lord Robe, ts.

T Fight for ihe Fag in South JHifrica.

RY
Edgar Sanderson, M.A.

author of *“Africa in the Nineteenth Cen.
tury,” with one hundred illustrations and
maps, includin plctum of Colonel Oiter
and Winnipeg tingent,
Paper, 35 cents, l'u(ul‘.

WILLIAM BRIGGS.
Mothodist Book and Publishing House,
Toronto.
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