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PLEASANT HOURS.

—— s

Now Yoar's Fancles.

Bright New Ycar, what bdringest thou ?

Ulad Now Yerr, what singest thou ?
Usrts of health and wealth and iife,
Hongs with love and pleasure rifo—
Qifts ko these I'd bave thee bring me,
8Bongs llko thesc I'd have theo sing mo,

(Jlad Now Year, what dringest thou ?

Doat thou come with longthening days
In thy train, and pleasant vrays
All untrodden for my feet,
Filled with flowers fine and sweot ?
Asg cach step of mine advances,
8hall 1 find my idle fancies
All fulfllfed with glnd amaze ?

Ah! Not go; the old paths He

Still beforo me steep and high;
Stll tho snow-storms and tho sleet
Thicken round my tolling teet:
Yet hoyond this dreary whitonoss
1 can seo tho azuro brightness

Of the spring-timeo in the aky.

(ilad New Year, whaevar thou
Hringest to me, waiting now—
Chil} of winter, breeze of spring,
Warmth of Summer—ovorything
I accept, nor ask a reason,
Pledging. splte of bitter searon,
Sweget New Year my solemn vow.

God and heaven. God will 0]l you with
himsgelf—so full that ovil will find it
hard to got a lodging place.

* Habit becomes second nature.” No
doubt of it. And it Is just as true of
good hablts as of bad. The iron chains
of bad habits need bo no stropger than
the golden chains of good ones,

We can habituate ourselves to all sorts
of good things just as well as to all
gorts ot evil things., Eveory good llfe !
has a history and every bad one, too.
1t I8 not pleasant reading to turn over
the leaves of a Qodless life, especlally
when the book §s onc our own life hee
written.

Evil deeds are not so easily forgotten.
They have an unpleasant way of re-
minding us of their existence. They
resurrect themselves unbidden from the
long dead past. Their memory is a
cumulative gorrow, that does not get less,
but greator as the years roll by.

Good deceds have a similar facuilty.
They come back to us again In vivid
rcality but only to bless. They grow
more beauilful and more inspiring and
comforting each tlme they reappear.
They nre angel visits often sent to cheer
us {n darkness and weakness and
trouble. i

*The memory of the just is blessed.” .
That is true in life as in death. It i3
true as others review our good lives, and
just as true as we review our own,

NEW YEAR'S WINE.

It §s unfortunate that & custom so
pleusing should have associated with it
suggestions of evil; but, though sad, it is
tritg that New Year's Day s a thne of
temptation, There are
young men and old men,
whose smothered appe-
tite fs roused by the
smell of lMquor, and to -
whoye good resolutions
one taste of wine is as
aangerots ag a/ candle
in a powder magazine.
Ladics who, in ar:anging
thelr tables, have sup-
plied wine or stronger
drink, can do real good
by correcting their bills
of fare.

The importance of this
advice may be {lius-
trated by an {ncldent
which occurred three
years ago. A family of
this city served wino to
thelr guests, but when
the two sons of tho
family came, the bottles
were slipped to one slde.
Tho boys started on
thelr round, with the
glsterlyadmonition,
“ Now, you won't take
anything ! To a caller
who had -just refused
pressing offers of spark-
ling liguor from this
same sister, the ad-
monition had a strange
sound, and he said, *“ Do
you g0 much fear the
oftect of a little wine on
your brothers ?"

“No; but when they
begin, they don't know
where to stop.”

The door opened, and
half a dozen persons—
two belng mere boys—
came fn. They all took
wine; and the afore-
mentioned caller had
not even' time to sug-
gest that their sisters might be anxious
lest they would not know where to stop.
The caller saw them later in the day.
and they were unmistakably tight. He
saw, alto, the two boys whose sister's
caution he had heard, and they too were
drunk. He has seen them since §n the
same condition, and knows that one of
the two I8 the slave of strong drink, and |
phrsically and morally a wreck.

We do not know that New Year's wine
ts responsible for this ruin, or that it led
to the ruir of the boys to whom his
sister served it, but we are surc that
many & young man- dates his movement
on the downward grade from llQuor
gerved son New. Year's Day. We are,
glad to belleve that the custom of thus
tempting men {s on the decline, and
equally glad if any word-blows we give
will help it out of good soclety.~—~Herald
and Presbyter. .

THE

sighing ;

And tread softly

RNOW 14 YOUR TIMBE.
oY THE DEV. JAMES COOXEB BEYMOUR.

1t 15 good to be & Christian—it is better

to be a Christlan early—early in life.
It is best to be a Christian all the time.
* Pogsesslon -1s nind points of the law,”
Let Christ.have these -nine points.af ad-
vantage. ~That.is, give him your heart-
‘while. you are’young—very ;young. .Give

. ‘God“the it chance ¢ HigKe A 'max of,

: they

Full knee-deep lies the winter snow,
And the winter winds are wearily

Toll ye the church boll sad and slow,

For the Old Yoar lies a-dying.

The years of youth are not golden—
are worth far more than ygold,
IBach year, each month, each day, is a
pearl, a gem of priceless value. Don't

throw away all this untold wealth of op-
portunity in sin,

DYING YEAR.

and spoak low,

Give Christ a cordial welcome to your
keart this hour. Let sin go. It will
never do you any good. Take Christ
and a holy life and a heavenly home as
your portion. Now is your time. Say
T will,” and God will say “& will,” too.
And the day of your spiritual rativity
has come,

Paisley, Ont.

LESSON NOTES.

FIRST QUARTER.
STUDIES IN THE GOSPEL BY JOHN.

LESSON IL--JANUARY 8.
CHRIST'S FIRST DISCIPLES.
:&John 1. 86-46. Mewnory verses, 35-37.
L GOLDEN TEXT.
Behold the Lamb of.God.—John 1. 36.
OUTLINE.

1. Looking upon Jesus, v. 35, 36.
3. -Following Jesus, v. 37-40
3. Zeadipg- to. Jesus, v. 41-46.
Time—~A.D. 27. _Probadbly on Satur--
dsy, the Jewlish -Sabbath. -

 Plate.c~Betlisbasa, or Bethany (sccord: |.
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N o wL

g’y e Retised Veralow,. but this-

little town near tho Jordan is to be care-
tully distinguished from the Bethany of
the Mount of Olives, where Lazarus and
Mary and Martha )ived.

HOME READINGS.

M. Christ's first disciples.—John 1. 36-42.

Tu. Christ’s first disciples.—John 1. 43-61.

W. Tho second call.—Matt. 4. 18-26.

Th. True discipleship—Luko 9. 18-26.

F. Teaching the disciples.—Matt. 5.
18-20.

-8, Friends of Jesus.—John 16. 12-21.
. 3u. Reward.—Matt. 19, 23-30.

QUESTIONS FOR HOME STUDY.

1. Loaoking upon Jesus, v, 35, 3G,

What three persons saw Jesus ap-

proaching ?

What did John gay tq his disciples ?

Golden Text.

Why did he call Jesus & ' lamb " ?
What had he said the day before?

Verse 29,
2. Following Jesus, v. 37-40.

Who at once followed Jesus ?

What question did Jesus ask ?

What was their answer ?

What did Jesus bld them do ?

How long did the disciples stay ?

Who were these two disciples ?

Who are now commanded to follow

Jesus ?
3. leading to Jesus, v. 41-46.

Whom did Androw lead to Jesus ?

Whom did he say he had found ?

What did Jesus say about Peter's
name ?

Whom did Jesus summon the next day?

Where was Philip's home ?

Whom dia Philip seek out ?

‘What did he say to Nathanael ?

What question did Nathanael ask ?

\What was Phillp's answer ?

What did Jesus say of Nathanael's
character ?

What was Nathanael's question of sur-
nr[se ?

PRACTICAL TEACHINGS.
Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. Whom we should seek ?

2. When we should seek Jesus ?
3. That we should lead others to Jesus?

OOME AND SEE,

Jesus said to Philip, “ Follow me.” |

Philip obeyed, and soon wasted to bring

COME. AND  $FE.

- &75.. Lovant ‘M&obpo,.ynfpp_ea_,' ;xgg,\soo‘

another follower. There was Nathanael.
He said to him, ‘** We have found the
One Mosecs sald was coming.'”  When
Nathanael wondered how One so good
could come from that poor little town
of Nazareth, Philip only sald, * Come and
see.” That was the way to find out.

Oh, it people would only come and sec
how it 18! Ob, if they would oaly spond
a day with Jesus! Wouldn't they learn
enough of him to want to follow him
always ? Well, we- have this day.
Shall we spend It learning of Jesus ?
That i what we arc here for in his house.

8ong for the New Yoar.
BY ELIZA COOK.

Old Time has turned another page
Of eternity and truth;

He reads with a warning volce to age,
And whispers a lezson to youth,

A year has fled o’er heart and head
Since last the yule log burned,
And we have a task to closely ask—
What the bosom and brain

learned.

have

O lot us hope that our sands have run
With wisdom’s precious grains !

O may we find that our hands have done
Some work of glorious pains!

We may have seen some loved one pass
To the land of hallowed rest;

We may miss the glow of an honest brow
And the warmth of a friendly breast,

But If we nursed them while on earth
With hearts all true aud kind,

Will their spirits blame the sinless rairth
Of those truc hearts left behind ;

No, no ! it were not well nnr wise
To mourn with endless pain;

There's a better world beyond the skies
Where the good shall meet again.

Have our days rolled on serenely free
From sorrow's dim alloy ?

Do we still possess the gifts that bless
And {111 our souls with joy ?

Are the creatures dear still clinging
near ?
Do we heer loved voices come ?
Do we gaze on oyes whose glances shed
A halo round our home ?

O, it we do, let ttanks be poured
To him who hath spared and given.
And forget not o’er the festive board.
The 1aercies sent from heaven !

Then a welcome and cheer to the merry
New Year,
While the holly gleams above us!
With a pardon for the foes who. hate,
And a prayer for those who love us.

Don't take up ‘everything. The Lord
seldom gives one great, outsida mission;
he never gives half a dozen at a time.—
Mrs. A. D. T. Whitney.
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