PLEASANT HOURS.

‘“ A Bonnle Placn.”

(On the death, in the Drechin In-
firtnary, of the tinker boy who gaid, near
bis end, “ I'm gucin® to a bounte place.”)

“I'm gaeln' awa® fruo cauld an® snaw,
A bonule pliee to 4-0 ;
The Miuuster o yon Honulo Hoose
Has made a place for me.
Ha perds me nun, I'm gacin® awa’
To where I'll see His faco,
JAn’ aye llve ut his hia' sae braw—
Ay, you's u bonue place.

* Juist ance gi'n me, afore 1 dee,
A drink to wot my moo—

There, thank ye, put the tinnje past,
Nuae mair I'll nend i noo.”

He thanked them wi' bis atest breath
For kindness they had shown ;

Then o er hii stole tho slecp o' death,
‘Tho spirlt noo had flown.

‘Mang fthers gane will ony ken,
Up In the Shephard's fauld,
Which was the Jittie ttnker boy,
That wander't in tae cauld ?
Or whi'h the lamb frae bigein® braw
(Where hardships never press),
When baith are in the far awa,
Safe {n that * bonnie place.”
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WATCHED OVER

A Scotch school journal receatly pub-
lished the following pathotic anecdote *

‘The crack batsman of & school cricket
team was the only son of a gentleman
who for many ycars had been biind., He
had played and love: %“e game in his
boyhood, and when his son was old
enough to take a part in it, he wonld be
led to tho field every time hoe plaved.
and anxtously follow cevery stroke
through the eyes of his compantons. Up-
on rewurming home, the game was eager-
1y discusscd, and the son advised in
every deiatl.

Last summer the father diod snddenly.
The uext week, to the surprise of the
scheol, Tom, who mourned bitterly for
his father, asked to take s place in the
team. 1o played with unusual care and
brilliancy, and when the game was over
went to the umpire.

“How did I play?” he asked, anxiously.

** Never detter ; you outdid yourself,”
was the reply.

" Beeause,” the oy sald. as he turned
away, it wans the first time my fathar
cver saw me bat.”

To many of the devout, imaginative
Scoteh, the palns and picasuces ot the
future world seem to be more real than
they are tc the more literal Americans.
A dcad mother Is thought to keep con-
stant cloge watch over her children.

“ ¥y fatder.” says John Lindsay. in
s = Deczilentionn” “disd when I waz o

boy, nnd 1 was taught to believe him
constamtly near me. Nothing could have
hud a stroag: r restrajut npon a turbalent
yoatll than the belfef jn the unseen pre-
e of this guardian whom [ knew to
be not only a salnt, but a gallaal aoldler
al a noble geatlemun.”

It we fall to  rexlize and to be lm-
pressed by the great truth embodied in
the wordg, * Thon Gord seest ;e It cer-
taln'y Is not Lhwise to belune, even n
the darkness of oar chamber, as if wateh-
tul eyey of departed friends looled upon
us."”

MR. GLADSTONE IN A NEW LIGHT

Tho Rev Newman Hall tells in The
New Age, recently, an interesiing story
of Mr Gladstone, relatedd to hum by Sir
Francts Crossley. Whea Mr. Gladstone
was Chancellor of the Ixchequer, he
uscd to go to the Church of St. Martin's-
{n-the-Flelds, which, as many people
know, overlooks Trafalgar Square. One
day Sir Francis was dining with the
vicar, who had recently been to see a
glck erussing sweeper. The vicar asked
the crossing sweeper it anyone had late-
ly visited hiim,

“Yes, Mr. Gladstono,” apswered the
fnvalld.

“ But how came he to sco you " asked
the viecar.

“Well,” answered the crossing sweeper,
“he had always a nice word for me when
he passed my c.ass'ng, and when I was
not there he missed me. He asked my
mate, who had taken my place, where I
was, and when he heard that T was 113,
lhe asked my address, and when he was
told e ut it down on paper. So hc
called to see me.”

“And what did he
vicar.

“Why, he reaé some Bible to me and
prayed,” was the answer.

do 7" asked the

BICYCLES AND 300KS.

T had the bleycle fev:r last year, and
hadl 1t bad v fatl-r Lought me a
wheel, and T ronld think of nothing but
the pleasure of riding it. 1 got up early
ifn the mornire and took a spin, then
aurther after selcol, anl when sapper
was over I rode {wo or three Liours more.
1 teck long iourneys with the boys on
Satvrlay, an! even tricd o find an ex-
enze 10 rite an Sonday Wl T was In
the hi'gl ochn-l, Junicr 3ear, and father
and mother were anxious to have me
pace fer the S-rlor class. Rat algeLra,
geometry chemistry, Latin were nothing
t~ mr T had no time for lessons the
wheol tank §t. Examlination day came,
ard I was a flat fallure. Then I began
to think T had been plarinz too mich
ta know anveving. The old aying, ¢ Al
work and no play makes Jack a dull
hoy." was reversed in my case. Besides,
1 was getting pigeon-tom] and bowed-
tacked, and sone  twentieth-centary
scfent!sr might take my skeleton for a
“opeterte Pk So. all things con-
siderel. T have declded to preserve my
form as God made it, and do my work
beofore T indulge in bicrcle-riding or any
other fun.

Z0W CHILDREN EARN THEIR
PENNIES IN NEWFOUNDLAND
BY TRV. FREDERIC F. J. L1OYVD.

The Jsland of Newfoundland i, in tho
early summer, a busy scenec. Every Ht-
tle scttiement of the thousands that
fringe its coast is like a bee-hive. All
the setilers of every sex. age. and con-
Mirfan, are husvy from carlv morn to
dewy eve. The fathers, brothers, and
sone are ont in the fiching-hnats. Iang
before dawn, piving lhiook and line in
pursuit of the finestimable cod,~—the
staple product of Newfoundland. The
fich hite beet in the ecarlvy morning. and
therefore unless he and his familv are
to suffer the Wwiv ard prrdant father
kantws that hire must ha up Loefore the
cad and at work oan the fishing-grounds
when the voraclous fich flap thelr talls
and begin to forage {or breakfast

So lang as tha fich are h'ing freely,
there 18 a good deal of execltement among
the crew of the fishing-hoat - but when
they bave censed, a2 dullness falls wpom

them, and they clther go to sleep or haul
up thetr anchior and go ashore.

‘Troops of little ones always await the
arrival of the bnats, and there §s great
refmang when  daddy’s boat is well
Inden with fish,

In a few moments the largest boat-
load of fish 1s thrown up, by means of
long forks, from the boats Into the aress-
Ing-honse, which stands at the end of a
whar! projecting a few yards jnto lhe sea,
Into wlueh the offal {s permittod to fall.
The children stand around waiting for
the heads of the cod, from whieh they
carefully extract the tongue,—a deliclous
morsel, —enre, and, with thelr parents’
consent, preserve for the trader, from
whom they will receive payment as their
own speetal privilege,

And baw rany of the pennies of the
Hitle Nowfoundland chlidren thus earn
o to the support of God's church, no
one can say, but I know they are very
numerous.

When the tish have been dressed and
salted, then comes the process of drving.
Hore agan the little ones make them-
gelvee very useful. The fish are all sun
dried, and are Jaid on flat rocks every
morning, where they remain ail day, un-
ti} they are well cured. They have to be
frequently turned, and' thls s the work
of the chlldren. The fIsh are sometimes
so large and he2vy that it takes more
than one palr of tiny hands to turn
them 3 but then all hands in Newfound-
lard are willing hands, and no work
suffers for the lack of them.

Then, In the fall, when the trading
veasele arrlte, what a time of excitemant
it s for all, bat especially for the chil-
dren ! “The trading schootwr's cabin is
firtedd up like 2 colty store. and along the
well-arranged shelves there lic the at-
tractive paants and musiins and ribbons
and hate tmat delight the girls, and the
whips and teops and pistols and other
things that gladden the eyes o. the bays.
Thers are candles, too, of every kind,
and story-books, and a thousand other
articles, the very sight of which does
the hearis of the youthful Newlound-
landers good. But all these things are
very dear. and by the ume the children
have put by their money for the church.
and have bought a little gift for daddy
or mammy, there 18 not very much left
for themusdives,  But, little or much, they
are always content.

If we had to earn our peanles in the
fame hard and uncertain way as these
Htile northern children, 1 fancy we
should at the same time learn something
of their true value. Perhaps, too, we
should increase our offering to God's
work.~S. 8. Times.

-

MIXED PICKLES.

Some butterfiles have as many as
20,000 distinct eyes.*

‘The catacombs of Rome contain the ro-
mains of about 6,000,000 people

Sir Walter Raleich had a court st of
armour of solid gold inlaid with jewels.

Pliny says four hundred years were
spen* {- Duilding the Temple of Diana
at Ephesus.

Many sults of armour worn n the
fourteenth century welghed 175 pounds
each.

When the Duteh natlon was crazyr ever
tulips $2,200 was paid for a sirgle bulb,

Matehes to the va'ue of $185.7%%.2%9 are
annually counstmed thranr havt the wor'l,

It human dwellings were ronstricted
on the same proportionate scale as the
ant-hills of Afrien, private resldences
would be a mile high.

At banquets, in Queen Ellzabeth’s time,
every guest came twith his spoon in his
poclket.

A sperk of gold weighing the millionth
part of a graln may bo ecasily scen by
the naked cye.

A drop of cactor of! in the ove to re-
move n foreign body is sald to be as
eflicacious as flaxseed.

The puarchasing power of money in the
days of the Roman emprrors was about
ten tipes what it is at present.

Thr meet wor’er’ | veogetable In the
world is the trufile ; it has neitker roots,
st leades, flovers nor seeds. .
The largest sum over offered for a
dlamond was £2,150.000, by the Prince of
Hyderabad, In'"a, for the * Imperial.”

Edison i< now at work with a plan to
grease the sldes of ships so that they
will alip through the water more realily.

The first mention of money in ths
Scriptures was Abrabam™ purchase of a
sepulchiro, for 400 shekels of allver, B.C.
1860, .

The most valunhle ot modetn paintings §
{8 Melssonler's ** 1814, which was bought
by a Frenchman for $170,000.

The Shah of Persia and the Sultan of §
Turkey ecach possesses asprayer mat, or §
rug., made of diamonds and pearls, and
valued at $2,600,000 aplece.

Think of paying $250,000 for a singla
meal. ‘That i3 what a wealthy Roman
once did, when he wished to impress a
dozon guests with his disregard for
riches,

The reglon between the first and see.
ond cataructgs of the Nile is the hottest
on the globe. It never ralns there, and
the natlves do not belleve forcigners who
tell them that water can descend from
the sky.

THE CONTRAST.

Dr. Lees draws the _contrast: * The §
home and the drink shop are not for the
same man. He must elect. We cannot
serve two masters. Which, then, wih
you serve? There i no aflinity—no
common tendency and' helpfulness—be-
tween the home and the drink shop. Put J
them side by side, watch thelr alms,
thelr means, their ends, and you will sce
they are as different as light from dark-
ness, as hostlle as virtue to vice, as an-
tagonistic as food to poison. Home fis
the cradle of innocence, the temple of
truth, the nursery of affection. The drink
shop is the fountaln of demoralization,
the nest of disease, the sepulchre of hope.
Over the home the anzels of love and
purity presi-de ; in the brewery and in
the beer house, in the distillery znd in
the dram shop, the evil spirits of Iust.
appetite and avarice rule and reign su- §
preme.”

JUNIOR EPWORTH LEAGUE.
PRAYER-MEETING 'rOPIC.
April 19, 1898.

God’s glory in his works.--Psalm 8. 1-4.

There is nothing great but God. K
welghs the mountains in scales and the
hills in a balance. He I3 the great and
the Holy One that inhabiteth eternity,
who dwelleth in the highest heavens.
Wherever you look you behold evidence
of his handiwork. Ervery atom of matter
which the universe contains is evidence
of hls power and skill.

CHII DREN NOTICED.

God has always loved children. Xe
has often used them to accomplish his
purposes of mercy. ;
mony of children has proved a great con- §

trast to the daring blasphemy and boast- .
fulness of wicked men. Christ joved chil- ES

dren, and even held them forth as ex-
amples to thelr seciors. In our day, §
children and young people are coming to
the front as they never did before. The
thousands of our l.cagues and Christian
Endeavours are to be socleties of pralss
to our heavenly Father.

A CONTRAST.

Verses 3 and 4. The heavens declare i
the glory ot God.

he was right. What can be so beautiful f
as the starry heavens, what so sublime
as the brillilant sun aad shining moon
How feeble an object is man when con-
trasted with these! We should dbe ready
to regard mankind as truly insignificant
and scarcely worthy of the dlvine notice

Rev. Dr. J. W. Bashford, president of
the Ohio Wesleran University, In a pud-
lic address recently In Cleveland, sald
that “a caretul study of God's Word
shows that there are two kinds of wine
fo the Bible”” He has lald himselt
Hable to be called *no scholar” by the
champions of the one-wine theory.

Several weeks ago, Rev. Chas, A. Mac- B
namara, of the North Dakota Conference §
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, who
has been active in prosecuting vlolaters
of the Prohibition law, wus set upon by
& gang of roughs at Cando, N.D., and
severely beaten and kicked.  The leader
of the dband has been arrested, convicted
and sentenced to thirty days in jall, and
to pay 2 Ane of $100.

The (faithful test!- B8

Dr. Young says:
“ Jin undevout astrocomer {s mad,” and B




