—aldt

HOURS.

——— —— . e e -

PLEASAXNT

' Y
Ay st

By

heavily ULearded ; and now, after nearly fifteen
months' cruising in those Indian waters, is cer-
tainly considerably browned, hut, altogether, just
the Jad of whom a mother or a sweethenrt would
be proud.

His companion was the very opposite in appear-
ance. Y was short, fair, freckled, had very sandy
whiskers, and ne* much of it ; httle, round, sharp
eyes, with eycbrows und eyelnshes almost white.
The whole was surmounted with o head of bristly
ted hadr, which, in spite of coaxing, brushing,
water, or pomade, would insist upon standing al.
most upright. And yet, hetween these two oppo-
site-looking men, there had sprang up a friendship
of the very closest character.  Their shipmates
could-not understand it, for it lay decper than they
could see or vead —it was the Sinviour’s love,  This
was the cause.that fivst drow, then Louud, them to
each other, .

But Joe Riclards is speaking: ¢ Wint do you
think, 8am, aboup our having special prayer at
lnst twice a duy for Lisutenaut Vincsntl You
kunow it has_been.thg talk of every one how he is
going to the bad very fast; and now the doctor
s1ys nothing but.w miracle can save him. I don't
know whp those fast friends of his have to look
to, to worle miracted; giil.it secis to e the only
way to save him is to ask our God, who has per-
formed a imiracle:an-botis of us, by turning us from
darkness to light, to save Lieutenant Viucent, bady
and soul.”

“Well, Joe,” replicd Sam, “T feel more aud
more every day there’s no one but God can help us
in all our need, not only out extremities, but-in all.
the very tiniest things of opr lives; and, oh, how
I wish this sivkness of Licutenunt Vincent might
lend him to knaw Jesus. That would. scttle at
once-nll the difficulties, whether of {ife or death.
By all-means let us sprecially pray for this.”

“ Away thore, cutter’s crew ! shouted the boat-
swain's mate, .and - Sai-had to Jeavy his friend and
his sowing to tuke his place iy the tjrst cutter, of
which he was ooxswain.

° A TRRACHRROUS. CALN.

In & splendid. bungalow on. shore, watched by
one of his own men, who, in turn, was waited
upon by :two native Cingalesa servants, Iny Ralph
Vincent.  With a low moaning; and incessant toss-
ing to and. fro, n buyggard look in hig ham_‘some
tace ; dry, parched, ¢racked tips,"hie had lain for
over a-week in deéep unvonsciouuness ; and now, on
this sultry afternoon, sultry even for this Easlern
¢! me, he is slowly coniing back tolife. The strange,
crohning chant of the punkah man, who, seated just
outside the'sick room, churits- liis. quaint Cingnlese
sanf1as, with bands clutching the punkal rope, he
sways backwards. and forwards, Keeping the great
ian. in ipotion pver. ﬂn;‘i‘ oan’s bed, dnd the
nylishliky *quw 7, 6L tho Tndinacrows outaide,
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“TIHR DOCTOR SAYS NOTHING BUT A MIRACLK CAN SAVE 11s.”
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are the first sounds that strike the walo.w
man’s ears,

“Shall I get you anything, sir?” uasks
his sorvant,

©* Yea,” feebly replies the sick man, A
hig draught of the coldest water you can
scth”

Ob, how engerly the Inrge glass was
denined | And then comes the question that
seema uppermost in the officer's mind:
“ Ellis, how loag have T been il11"

# 1 ean't remember exactly, siv ; hut yeu
have been unconsciousx just over n week
now. Dootor waid, this morning, if yeu
came round again you would soon wmlly~
in fact, pick up quicker thau you ran
down. 1 must go and get you something
to eat, sir. You unist ent all you can now,
you know, gir; pnd we'll soon have you
back on the brillge again, ready for any-
thing.”

As the sick officer Iny back, thouuhit was
very busy; conscience wlhispered _ ¥ Suppose
you had died while you were inaensible,
what nbout your sonlt” And thangh he
knew little of even the letter—mnd nothing
of thespirit—aof eternul things, yet common
| sense and his edueation, with suntches of Larely-
{ temembered  words, all theso  thines  set s
thoughts busy.  Ue knew he was wot fit o di,
and he there and then determined to stat syaare
when he got well agnin; and thus e wainly
thought he would learn to be huppy., -l prejare
himself for the last change, that wast vome suoner
or Inter.  Jloshinddered at the thoug st of hiow near
he had been to death,

Every day he grew more and more quict and
moody, but physically saiued in strength, and very
shottiy his face was seen meng his brother ol wis
oun his ship, und his voice lnard giving orders
anong the wen, though all feit that a change liad
come over him, and he was not the happy, tight-
hiearted, joyous man ke had been.

At last it began to be talked about mmong the
officers and men that Licutenant Vikcent was
trying to be religious, No small amount of
quiet banter, and alwast open chall, weut the
round of the wairdroom wess about the ** new suint.”
No one scemed pleased, and every one puzzed, by
the new turn in afluirs,

We can hardly say ¢ no one,” for Joe Richards
and Sam .Harper were plensed in a sence.  They
felt that there was something in the fact that Licu-
tenant Vincent was, at least, thoughtful ; and they
prayed on, thut his eyes might be opened to ins
own need.

They hind naw been qut from Trincomales some
days, and wers working slowly southwards, having
received orders to cruise on the slaving ground,
and chase and catch any doubeful dhows.  In the
minds.of most of the mien there were visions of
prize money, and the thrilling excitement of the
sluve chuse. Excopt the burly, red-faced Jenkins,
who could bonst of soventeon years' service, they
were mostly young wen. He had had one cruise
on the sluve const liefore, and he at once became a
sort of oracle, 10 be consulted-nupin and again on a
hundred points about the * traflio ” by Ins younger
and eager shipmates.

To day there was little 1o do. Just after sunrise
the ship lay beealmed, aud the fire of question and
answer was kept up between the ovicle and his
consulters.

Ouar two friends—-Joe Richards and Sam Harper
—were leaning over the ship's side, watchiny the
“sen-hirds, aud talking ‘together.  We have spid the
ship was becalmed, and there had come an almeost
painful sense of hush. ‘Fhe ship lay like & log on
the wnter, only rocking slugsishly from side to
side, ag she was moved by the long and regular
ocenn  swell ; the criak of the yards, grinding
against the mast as sho lurched over; the dull,
“Tiollow flap of the siils, as they hung useless; the
cick and twilter of the reef-paints against the
eanvax ; anu gn oceasianal seream of a will sia.
bird'; together with the strange, deep purple ap-
Jpearance of the distant horizon —all lent an almost
untanny feeling to the quictest of quiet moments.

So r.’.ri!_:ing was its quietude, that Joo Richutds—
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“after sevordd memepty silence, anud to Iux oham

S8 BT wial a type of peace theow If ]
wete n painter 1 would punt this ocean, slup, <ky,
birds, nnd call wy pictune, * Peace

Just ae this wement the captnin came on deck,
mounted the bridge, and, easting one burgiesd e
towards the purpling horizon, e shantedd * Boat
swain’s mate 1" .

“ Ay, are siel”

“Calt all handg! Hands, shorten satl

“AYe, aye, sir!”  And then thote peneniated
inle every distant vecesx of the ship the sbnid
whistie, folloned by the haarse iy of G Lot
swintt's wate - AN handet Hunds shorten sat?
Huery v Now then, lads, © -able up, « o

As Reards wnd Havper «wh tmnes o
their own posts, they beard denking say < o an
oath: “Why, what'x the skippr dong ot Ha
must be a fool, taking uam?! Why, the « vy
cut’s puw moving ! -

But the eaptain had safled these gend tea e o
to be deceived, aad in Jess than bind€aunle. o e
mendous squall cune down upon the vo-oo
but for the timely preparation, duager ane ol oth
would have follonel.

AdL night it blew very hamd, and ss the two
{viends puced, sailor fushion, ackwa-de v 1 1w
wards on the deck of the ship, they toaen e
all these things,

1 dou’t believe T shali ever forget th
1ts lessonn,’ seud Jdoe Bl bards, N

*Nor me, Jee. Do vou remember waat vou
s, Just be.gue the NL:]‘:‘ e op li-x“», abmgt
s g atype of peacel”

*Yes, Same liaat 1~ where T foel | hovo Jentet
such a lewon. .\ peace whieeh hud snoar acd the
stufl’ that goes to wake up o foghtfod storm; wod
that but fue the shippers comimg up when he s,
and taking v sail, wo might all have veen at ghe
hottom now, as fiur as cur bodien are coneerncd
w ot though our souls would niv e been sae, waat
abiout 2!l these poor feitows? And 1t Judt weems
to me that it is a true tope a0 theusands, sna of
what I was before | came to Chrst. | thonent |
had peace. Weil, g0 | had, come to that, but
was a peace like thia afternuon s acean’s pesee - a
peace that lind the stetas wiapped up anat, sendy
to burst out, and swallow up at any time”

“Thank God, Jor, he is our peico, aud annd m
storms we are safe i his arns.” :

“Yes, Sum; but 1 was just tryving to thank of
that verse which eays sumuthing avout peact nnd
—und—safety M

“Oh, I know what you menn, Joe! ¢ EFar when
they shali say, Peace and safery, then sudaen ae
struction cometh upon them, as traval apan a
woman with child, aud they shall not eseape.

“God hielp us to hieip some of aur fellows to sen
the true peace, Joe,  But T amist turn in—] 1o ot
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the middle watch,  Good night !

DRl

“ Guod night. my hearty

(Lo be continued.)
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THE BABY XING.

Turk anecdotes current nhout Jettle Don Alfunsn
nre simply innwuerable, nnl appeoading as, Gy do
tn every nothet’s hew t, go far taward "l‘(:lbu-l:(j;:
the populaviey of the thrane thonghout Spagn,

[Te is exceedmely frank und uneeyteained i the
vxpression of his opnions, especiaily when 12 con
certs the peraonal appeatance of Wi Neges . nid
although  extremely  disconverting to the pariies
immediately converned, they con-titute i suuice of
detight to evervhmdy else. Tt was only wuly the
weatest ditlicuity that Ins wiother wis ahie to un-
press upon hun the vecrssity of abstginimge frim
waking vomarks of thas wtareter w an auld.bie
tony of vowe at church,  The hing magfotly
took it for guanted that  the ipsUructions to
remnin quiet aud  sileny doving divine service
apphed to others, as well as lumself | for yhortiv
nfterwand, when tho reyal family and the court
attended tnass i state.at the Attod v chun b, itae
Don Alfouso suddenly intecropted the jreac o 1n
the widst of one of his most. swpas wued and ¢lo
qu-ent perorations by oonnuanding hau in a shepd
ind piping tone of vory to be sull, and not t,
wake such » noise in church. ‘
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