
BOUT071 a mtile inland

Bay of Naples aire
to the shores othe
muins of a once
iltlor i ShI il g ity

knoivn by the name of Plonmpeli. Farther
for th, at a distance of a few miles, there
towers above the suirounding country one
of the largest valcanoes iii the world which
has, for upvirds of eigliteen hundred
years, been in constant activîty. It is to
this mount that is due the world-wvide
celebrity which Ponipeii at the presenit
day enjoys. Few there are to whoni the
narne Pompeil is not as familiar as those
ot many of our moderni places of note ;
flot that th-s Lo'vn stands conspicuotisly
out in the history of itq country as having
been the scene of sorte success or deféat
of the Romian arms, tior that it lias been
remarkable in the days of old for iLs
wealth and great comnierciaI facilities, but
because it is to this day, owing to an
erupt ion *of the neighhoring volcano, a
lasting memorial of Romnan art and
Romnan architecture, and one might
almost say a living picture of the homen
life of that people. Buried beneath more
than twenty feet of volcanic maLter, for
nearly two decades of centuries, there yet
remains in a gond, state of Preservatîon
many things which would arouse the
curiosity of the dullest aniongst us, and
which should even be entitled to our

highest admiration. Thns' the ruin:-d
City, although in its palmi), days it rilayed w)"
important part in the history of Rome, is,
as regards that nation, truly of grv;mt
historical value, since it furnishes us w'itir
ain insighit into the cloînestic life of ilit
Poin peians, who, froîn their comparati ve
proxiîwiity to the Eteinai City imust lie
considered as typical Romans.

]3efore coming to the citY in its ruincd,(
state, let us glance briefly at it ireviausi -
its destruction, and then notice tbe
peculiar circumistances uinder which it i t
its most appalling fate.

The history of Pompeli, o'ther thaii
what is to be derived fromi iLs remains, ts
not very extensive. There %vas nothit--u
extraordinary in its career to sin-le ii
out from the rnaiy prosperous townN
which thien lined the western coast -)-,
Italy. It wvas situated in thie rich p)roviné-.-
of Campania, a district far-faniied, evt
yet, for its beauty of landscape atnd fertiliy
of soi], and whose fields are cloth 'I
almost perenniaîly with a. cloak of livimn,
verdure. So fortunate in being tl)ii-
placed in the nîidst of prosperity, it w..-.*
also favored hy its location wvith respeir
to the sea. Ini its early days it seenis ii>
have figured sornewhat as a commerci .1
centre, and, therefore, to have been or-e
of the coast towns. This appears hard v
reconcilable with its present F.ositioi1,
renmoved as it is by about a mile fronil th-
shore. The apparent shifting of site i-z
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Anîd tiiou, -,ad city, raise îIxy dirooing hend,
Anîd share the honors of the giorionis <Iei'I.

id fatc reprieved thee tili the frozen norîli
1>oîred in wvild swaris its hoar<led mifllions forth,
Till biaziiîg cities markcd Nvherte Albion trod,
Or Europe <juaked beneaili the scourge of (;od,
No lasting wvreath Iîad graced îhy fîîneral palt,
No faine redeeîned the tiorrors of tliv fall.
Nciw Shahl thy deathîless. ieulor3' tivc entwineti
With all that conquers, rulcs, ''r ctirmbî the mind.
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