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a vasî deal of truth, for, thoughi the solid
basis of a thorough education i-, laid in
the lcîure-room, ils perfection depends
ulpon the after efforts of the !student. No.
whiere is this more certain than ini ol)tain-
in- a miastery of language. For hini who
ivishes to acquire a style frce Ironi
conmmon words and mieaninless exp)res-
sions, who aimis nt fresh and torcible
ternis, and at tli2 art of using themi %ith a
fine diqrritiination of their various miean-
ings, the study of iwords is of suprerne imi-
portance. Not the enriching of onu's
v'ocabulary is the chief advaîîîage of such
a study, but the inconiparably greater
acconmplishmient of knowing, the exact
significance of the %vords we use, This is
thie science of definition.

A definition iiiust be clearer than the
thing deined and iuiust not contain the
thing deined ; it nmust not be negative
anîd niust euîîbrace nieither mnore nor lcss
than what it aloiis at explaining. Simîple
ies, apparently, yet sinned àagainst by

both high and lowv in thie world of Icuters.
We have ail laughied with Pascal at the
young l)hysicist who defined light: "A
lunîinary niovemient of luminous bodies."
More correct, though flot less ridiculous,
is Spencer's definition of evolution, "An-
integration of matter and concomitant
dissipation of motion, during whichi the
miatter passes through an indefinite, in-
cohierent homnogeneity 10 a definite, co-
hierent hieterogencity, and duririg which
the retainied iatter undergocs a parallel
transformation." WVhile as an examiple of
-ýaying. what a thing is flot, the definition
1)f the word crab, credited to a comiiuee
Of the French Academiy, stands unrivalled:

C''rab, a smiall rcd fishi which walks back--
wards." "Perfect, gentlemien," said tlhe
naturalist Cuvier, to whom the nialter was

*cferred, Il perfect-only 1 shall make one
short observation . The crab is flot a fishi,
it is flot red, and it does flot waik back--
ivards."' What a vast num-ber of defini-
lions, niade both in and out of school,

mighit be thus wveighied and found wvanîing.
A definition is the ripest fruit of perfect

knoivledge, for no word can be correctly
defined without a clear apprehension of
the idea il expresses and of its connection
with other words and ideas in the Ian-
guage. Definition is the guiding star of
the theologian, is a Hercules' club in the
hands of the disputant, cuts the Gordian
knoî in philosophical difficulties, is the
real philosophers stone in science. Not
to the students 0f the commercial course
alone is the art of correct definition an
absoltite necessity, nor 10 those of the pre-
paratory collegiate course. Let the philo-
sopher or îlieologrian who discourses
learnedly on the distinction between the

esseceziiac and thie csse evis/eliie lry to
give a clear, intelligible and exact defiîi-
lion iii proper English ternis of he woTds

biessence, exvistence, and the resuit wvill
prove whether lie lias graspied the great
problcmis of ni ta physi Cs, or lias been but
loading his miemory with numiburles
pages of nieaningless. ternis.

Gentlemîen, Noili WVebster is the stu-
dents' friend.

110 TVLILAW TO SPE,,AK?

The mian of the future, be hie peer or
pensant, mnust be a taîker and a fluent
talker. The University autilorities have
proved îheniselves fully cogriizanî of this
f'act by esiablisliingl a class of elocution,
an act for whichi they merit coninienda-
lion froni the student body. 1)ebatiîig
societies, ably conducîed, an-d Nvell sup-
iîoTted, have always existed aniongst us,
aind witi thie iost gratifying results. The
enthusiasmn lîiîlerto displayed in miainî-
tainir.g in thein a lîighier degree of excel-
lence is. in itself; an earnest thai. tic stud-
ents rcalize the îiecessity of a ready coin-
înand of lariguage, and will gladly avail
theniselves of the new nîeans at thecir dis-
posai for ils acquirenient. But this is
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