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THE HOME CIRCLE.
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No. 3-THiE FAmmLy ALTAR.

The niost lovely spot on earth is the home of the young family ton-
secrated by piety, love and prayer. Ilere an incense well pleasing to
God ascends froni the family sit-ar at tlie niorning and evening sacrifice,
cf prayer snd of praise. Ilere the I{oly Spirit loves to d-well, forming
a canopy of sanctity, protection an.d of peace. It ie an oasis wliere the
weary traveller niay safely turu to rest. Elere woman, truly virtuous and
benevolent, sensible of lier obligation and lier influence, occupies that
position the Creator de.sig..ned she sliould, 'riz., queen of home, and man'si. only true help)-niet. Strength and lionor are the elothing of sueli a bouse-
hIold. "lThe husband is knowii in the gates, when lie sittetli aniong the
eIders cf the lanid.» Childrei are bore as olive plants around the table,
rising Up sud calling their parents blessed. WVho can estimate the value-
Of sucli a home?1 Its Ilprice is fur above rubies." Hfere mautual confi-

* dence, forbearance, cheerfulness, charity, kindness, prudence, peace, sud
* the fear sud love of God are manifested as the enibellùahînents of the true

home. If the cliristian home lie otlie1-wisie, well niay it lie asked, Il 1
thlere not a cause? 1 On the other hand, no place so melancholy as the

* abode, where these essentials te true liappiness are lacking. The curse of
the Lord is in sucli a dwelling. Its inniates Ilare like the troubled ses
when it cannot. rest.» IlThe way of peace they know not." Tliere is ne
recognition cf the Most Higli in ail their deinge. They have no family
altar te constitute a bond cf union sud lience they have ne protection.
Living without Ged, they enjey ne peace liere, neitlier have they any
hope beyend the grave.

"I'Tis religion that can give aweetezt plensure while we live,
'Tis religion must supply 5olid conifort 'when we die."

If we would have a happy home on earth sud an eternal home in
heaven, we must endeavor that our houseliold bce riglit with God. Our
s incere reslve slieuld lie that -of Joshua, "lAs for nie sud my lieuse, we
wilt serve the Lord." It isa only lu the way cf appointed means. that we
can expeot s blessing. Everv lieuse sliould lie a -4anctuary, sud every

parnt miiser in lioly thing te its members. M4od's word ahould lie
the rule cf faith and practice in every famuly, aud wherever niîn lias a
tent, Ged sliould have ai, alta. Sucli is aduty enjoined by God aud cennet
lie discarded. Msn's responsibility sud God's severeignty are liere un-
folded. The famuly demnanda prayer as nincl as cur nature demanda
home. It is the clisunel through which blessings descend. Communion
with Ged censtitutes a part cf the intercourse sud society cf home. The
first fsuiily liegan te, SaU upon the name cf the Lord. The first parent h
acted as priest cf Ced in his family. Famuly religion is therefore cf

aoen rgin. .We find it net enly in Eden, but in the tenta cf the


