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F«'ID'S OBLIGATIONS.
.A2di under 110 obligation to tbese ooys,

*% w'atevcî', fat.liex', and 1 doîî't e
N wIiy you insist UpI)Ol i iîmvitingl

' itîmein to Lhe p)icii."
I dIo îiot iîîsist on yommr inviting tieni

only uipon your tIiin1ii.rý- the iiatter ovel' a
littie nmore closely Imfeenîaking youi' deci-
sion finial. As I llnderstanid iL, tliei, you
Nwislî LO invite onlv those to m-11oi11 N1 arc
under oblig-ations, eih ler of frieiîdslîip oi- of

" es, fathier, t1uaL, ks ny idea, exaetly. Doti't
vom thlik iL, a £(ood mie?'

Well, lierimýals. 'fliat is, if you ean o11ny
carry il. out. lie careful, thougli, and Ixot
oîîîitanvoîe Nwloni voni ouglit by Luis rule to
invite, as tlîat. %voul(i be addl(ing ingrat itude
to forget fîîlness of thle service i'ne d"anid
Mrh. wliice ])aSsed(Ido'nV the 'wa.lk %witi a
qiieer sinile tiiat lcfL Fred ini anl uiconifort.
able state Of do1i114 and u-ondfer.

IL w'vas nlot foir long, howvevci-, tiîat. a littie
iatter likze t lus coîîld keep lie ic ov's miiîd

froin tuie inmportant wvork on liaiid, or prepar-
ing the list, of boys to w"hoin invitations wcre
to go. 0f courise, )lis msuai cllîuiîs ilnst bc
tiiere, aid, limd thlat, beei ail, the di Iicultv
-%vouîld not hiave beeîi great. Fred, lievem',
liad dctcrniined to incîntie lupon Luis pleasume-
trip aIl thle ieiglîboriîîg boys w'lo iiad donc
Iiîîî amîy littà e service ini the past year, ol', 2ts
Ile ('Xi1iC550( il, ail 1.0 %vlioin lie feit under
obligations.

First, tLucre w.Ls Tomn Mercer, wlho loaned
Fred liks sail-boat one whle aftcrnooii. 'lo
bc sure, TIomi <Iid îlot want, to use it, but
the accommnodat ion w'. jîst the saine to
Fî'ed. V1'ieil Jani,' I>orter ouitIi to go, foir
lic put iii a good liaI f liour lîclphîig to get. the
boat ini tm'iuî foi' stai'iing. Anyway, Janili
Nva.s nîot. a iuad sort of a felîow to hiave aionig,
so dowîî w'eiîl ls tiailie. Buit %vliatabont lus
Imotlii \Viilie ? .Jaiie could muot hiave lielped
at tuie bo:ut if 11'illie Miud miot ta hmîls place
iin the coi'n-!Ieldl. V\'iilie's îîaîne w'as added.

Fraîk lIn'lcs w' lke lîree mîiles to î'etuî'u
]Fre(l's lost ulog a nioîuti hefore : liat iuî'ovcd(
Iik Clauii, anid of coturse "ri'sbrox lier iîîîist

î.ni. le forgotteit for takiiîg hlis laeand
gii~i iin the chance to go.

Fred %vas surj)rised at hiow dhe Iistgr,
and1 wlieî lie lina! ly ceased to add mnore nines
it wvas %viti -t gooti (eai of fear that, lie ?iad
onllitteI soie hie oughIlt to have recienbered.
Iielluctantly foiding 11p the iist lie lit it in hli.-
poeket-book anid %Vent (10wit Street, sti Il Li n-
ing( over hlis sclienie. Soniehiow lie was not1
hiaif So ".'eil satisfied withi it ino% as a feu'
lîrnîrs before ;it seeiiied so incoînplete. Ii
fact, lic realiy felt cross and discontented witli
liiiniseifatiid cvervyoie cisc.Anthtreîdd
liiini, %vhiere wv.s Johuniiie 1tandolph this îîiorzi-
ing'? Ile Nvas always on the front l)orch ini
lus wlheel.cliair on pleasant days, anid no0 onc
couild geL pL.st, inii feeling cross. Mis chicery
sinile and "Good nîioring" neyer failcd t,
dIrive aw'aN thc heaviest shiadows ai(n ac'
everything seeni cheerful. Evidcntly, Jlh-
nlie lîad not beeîi tt blis post, anid as a r*,uit
everytlîing wvent wrviong,. At thc r'iver dock
Fred was met 1w' the old carpenter witli the
assurance thiat ]lis boat couiti not possibly bc
donce ini Lime foi- the pîCnlic.

" ou -sec," cxplaincd thc 01(1 man, " my
boy, Ralphi, died last wcek, and nov 1 hlave no
oneC to bring nîiy (liniers to inc, anidnmust go
nwself on ail nw errantis. You have no0 idceL
Ilow niaîîy steps lie saved hiis oHd faitiier."

Fî'cd ti'ied back up street. Burt Mllîeeier
ilct~ 1dmii %itlî a (listant bow and coiti " Good
îiori'iiig

Sucli a <iodle!" exciailled F red to iniiscif.
l'Il neyer bc like hiini if I hiave to Natchi

inyscîf ail the days of îny life. And tlîere's-
youing Connors. 13gbi! Ilow disgusting lic k.,,
fairiy stccpcd ini tobacco. I really ani afraid
I slîould hiave lcarned to sinokze inlyseif if it,
liadîî't been for luis liorrible cxaînplc. I reallv
-vonder if for thiat reason I arn flot under a
lunte obligation 1.0 linî. I hiope itot ; but realEv
I lîlieve I an. Am'ii to Buirt Wliceler,too, for
tixat iatter; cisc I mîiglit hiave been axiotlier
sncb ýa coxcomb as lie !S."

"Tlhere is .Takc Dunieaxi," continued the
boy, giad to lie 'id of nîxpleasant subjects.
.. le gatvc mue at stout old race at school for the

prize ; made ine studv as I never did4 lmcfow-

Mutcil


