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We falli nitîo Ille sin of imîitation aittost iuttcottscîett-
tiouislv. Titis i, truc of oltr ag-e as il blas beeti (if ntu
ullier. \Ve lire pr<îltol accqpî tlie tlionglits aitd dlicta
of oliters a-; ini1îbe l titis age of (editot iais,
i)-tittPllt, i îtoks antd ruvieuws, wuuae l aeqltite thte
habit oif îîiacing:- ittiplicit cotllle iii te uîîetr.tiîecs ut

tliitîittiig ont everytlig ouirselves. But Wliat ks the
requtt? Our îtîiît<is iteco)Itte iiitioicit. WVe are iltflu-
ettcedI by every wvave of titouglit. \Ve arc itl trevs
Wu7 btecoltte ail uuitlitiîtitîgil mulatitude. Titis iit ilt

b)e. Lille us ton shtort, aiftd there is tut> ntîtci to 1<e aîccuîu
plisiet. Lut lts learx of oliers, ascertaiu wvlerei t liey
htave fiâled, aîîdl acquire frouit tîteît al tuiat ýviII assist ils
in otir developiiaît. ienî, avuiditîg wliual iîay be itart--

ftii. antd prafitiîug by %vliat îîtav he hieipful, wu ittusi,
it mir mit vv anid gutitcIl b)y lte spirit iitpiate

vitin uts, press iuruvard lu lte lperfeclisîg of ouirseives,
atnd I)v ltaI uleatîs lu lte euvalin aii trvitn
ofthe ivorld at iargt.. For. as Eîîtersutt ,ays it aitlter
place, if wu but <lu wviat is assiugiiud lis. %vu vatitit lhope
îoo ituci or (lare too iîtuteli.

'Vcroî,î..

'l'ite practice of pIaciitg ilcriplioi.; on tonlbs is a1
ver auicieltt mie. antd is saidti u have ori-'iiau tl
lthe schohars of Litîs, lthe rîîe>:tî put, wli, first
-bew.tykd îtevr- ltrîietî lie -%va-, siavte, iit

doieful verse, ea dof hit . li/imzm1, aîîd afturwards
Ii'/fflap/ia, for lit tiîey wete firnit ittt aI irvails, anîd
after etî.graveti tipot lte sp ite.' Tiîey werc
tioubbiess Iugese y a1 sctiste of iitîttorality, andt
served lu rcnuît lthe v'r'ites amt i riu acolis of
lte tieceased, antd ltili litiiitît u for ur intstrutiont.
Tiev -%erc litis first hroîglit, itilo use iti comteîiut
ivitherot of dlistictjozî, and .1111011g Vie alicielits il
wvas firli(luidiitlu viîtîlov tliîtt for attv lut those of
raitk. Lter, liowever, titis res.triclioit feuI in distise,
unitil it lie prusent <iuv il is Ici he observed ltat
epilaplîs proper are ittt verv iargeiv eniuyed by lit
butter cduicaîed, lte cîtltured attd refilied(, ivitlî wlioi-
ixxoîîuiuxeîtl iniscriptionis Imirtake mure of lte nture of
shutple re:cordls. A verv inotable case illustrativc of
t;his 15 t b e foutîtt lu a1 recuîla coliectilî of lthe
epitaplis foutd ait Brilig Hill lymîîouth, asctet,
wvhcre, omit of more liaitlwo ilînîtsitd, il cxlremtîei
sntali percciîîage coilsist of ve:r.se tir prose epitafflîs.
Aiottg lte tiiffeu antd iuwer cis ,lte tise of
epilapis ks 110W very cuiittioit, aid il is iiinnir titose
thaI otie ilta>' lok for ail ltat i.- grotesquîe antil iti-
graiîxticail.

Epitaplhs, as lte lcrn is tioW cntployed iii tlie hroa<l
s;crse, itini iyituuie li îscruptunîîi. Origitîaliy,
and xtow in lte mîorc strict seilse o~f lt wvord, lixey
,wcre itiscriplins in prose <îr ver.se esited luutrrale
lthe descett of lte <leaseci aînd iîtotrî lk loss. Tltey
.ulso ofîvî seve as te iicaîts oif rectiruiiig rtelotius
views. views coîtcriîîig lte prcseitl social sute antd
Ilolie- for butter t. das; îhiey ofleit record reil or iiagit*

ary wvrou.tgs wiiicli arc titis exoeias the± iniost
elïcctivc iiitode o>f pi>ic vitidîcatioti. Ail thiat i:

e~qiCSil':of b o.i, sorrow, fitit, liope, resigiiatiolt andt
îiety shiid citaracturize ai epitapi.

l'it: iliportatict of ittoîtittenclts andf iniscriptions iiijlthe illustration <of local hîislory cannlot he tou stronigiy
înlaiîlainied, silice fle objuct b 1we allaitîet ini tuet
ereci ion of ntioiiti:ittnttlbtiitr andi iniscrihud tahiels
lire twoflid, h)eiil-- flot olv tu rcourdl the cliaracter of

ithe dceased, but aisuo lu offur to las a lessoit iii te
remetiratice of ur inortaiity. 'Mure titan thiat, if
upitais are read arighit, tiîey give uis au ilmpurtlit,
ilisilit ito the tîtattneir of tirht litte stationt atîd
thle iniilctîti attitosliere iii wiali lithe peopile of the
tltte liveci. 'llie relatiuot of lte witoie sniîlject.-Whlicit

s iefit o. ilîteresýt aid offiuriiig important fUes of
comtparative slnd(v-to iiitiropuiugv, lias Ibecit verv
futIiy lreatud of bv Plettigrcv. Tie ob)jeet of lthe
Iprteiîl pap-r is lu draw atteion1 tu e iportanîce or1

lthe -,tiljuct attd ettiist (>llters ini wurking il out more
fuiiv, for, sîratîgeV as il tniay sent, lucre are very few

t ork ni epitapis ilu lthe tis laigtage. Five
1 ive iteit ptli i~i t hitii,ti<i. anid mite. iieariug te

<late uf îistî, iit Aiteria. Maitv records of a1 valuiabie
nattre rulaîti, lu lte cariy iîistorv of this cotitiiutt
htave beci badtli-i .. , Ic to galier uclh iîscripi-
iiiins before IieStîe bcriiui- Itenj ivcre .tryd

0f te tglitpîtiuicatioits. dm1a by Jamtes Brownt
ou lte -Epitapis -tid Monumntnal Iîîscripliuns in thte
Greyfriar., Clitirci ard aI EdinhurghI ', is ot of lthe

t n epilapis frot t .e loca!iîy pîtbiisied at a very
ittuli ca.rluer dlate lIv Mutititl, atid otte of its ittosî
vaitiable féaburcs is" ait iitoricai accouttt of titis
atîcuett burual place.

Ciassificaliot, of upitapis ks nt a v'ery easy malttur,
as- îiv iîtclîîtl so tîtaîty sîthjucîs of diversechiarnteur.
l>etli-trew iîtales tiglitceî classus, wltilu Loviîtg
rcduces ilin ail 1<> four wltich lite designtes as <a>
elegatît, ( rfsini c) witly antd grotesque, (d)

ittiscUaitout n in tt uwil studies, I hiave foîîtd lit
tiey îîtay al1su be cissed, accorditîg tu the social sîrala
froiît whiichli tey einaixale, int îhrec groups, Ihose of (a)
lthe upper or cducateci aîtd weihy ciass, (b) te
înjddleaîtd lower ntiiddle, attd (c) lthose wihici elitanlate
front lthe uîitedtucaled wviose livus lie iin liard places.
The epitaplt bîteix ofien ruflecL-s, as also in lthe oîhier
cases, lte muter of lives the people to whlotn liey
relate htave leti.

.Accepliîtg Lowitg's classificationîs, a fiew illustrations
of soute of luis grotps wvili serve tu acquaiît us with
lthe style of Nwritluîîgs otte is iikeiv lu inecet wilh in
soutle Of lthe oid Eîliglisli clxurcliyards. 0f professiottal
epitaplîs, probahly utu lbutter exattîple coid bc giveit
tItan mite 1wy Soaie Iettvns oit Dr. Joîttîsoît. As a coît-
denced biograpi, il certaiitly could it be surpasscd.

'Ilierc lies poor Johmsu. Reauler! have a care,
'*rcauî lightly, lest voit roinse.ta iepinig bear,
Reqli.gioll., itoral, gctilutsni Itittlaîte,

Il abut sclr-coucitud, rutileanti vini
hhlbre, atioverbcaritng uti displite,

,1 scltolar atud a Christiait, yct a brute.


