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THO.MAS LESLIE DANIDSON.

TIi<' late Rev. Thoias Lesiu Davidson wvas born iii Scot-
land. lie was the only son of David Davidson, who after twvelve
vears service in the Britishi army, came to Canada ini 1832. Hie
was followed by his wife and children in 1833, -vhen youn '
Thoinas -as about eiglit years of age. Mr. Davidson settled
with his family a £ew miles from- the town of Perth, where the
boy grcw Up to early mn.nlood. Thougli the youngcst child lie
w-as no hiot-house plant, no pampered son of affluenue. Ris
father was poor, and the children had no advaintages abo)ve thuse
of the fainilies settled about them in the new couintry, but -the
poverty and hardshiAps of pioneer life, bore theix part in fitting
hini to endure the privations andi tus of the iiiinibtry, tu which
God in bis own time and way called him, privations and tols,
froni the most irksome o! wliicli the ininisters o! the present
Clay are ha.ppi1y exempt, except on a few% of the Home Mission
fields, on the outskirts of civilization.

It is sufficient to, say o! the boyhtuud o! Mr. Davidson, that
it was prophetie, of the nman. Hie wa-s considered-and no doubt
with good reason-a forwvard, impulsive. bold, veiiture.some aid
hilarious youth, vuith an -ûlestock of seif-conceit and self-
confidence, peculiaritie-s wlich did not forsake hi in riper years.
His boyish pranks, thougli not vicious, frccjuently drew to hlm
the attention of both old and youug. The niaterial of a userul


