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British
B RITISHI COLUMBIA, which enterBthe Catiadian Confederation in 18'
is the most Nwcsterly of the Canadi
Provinces. It has a, Coast hune on t
Pacifie Oeean of about 600 miles, that
in a straiglit flue. If its almost innuini
able indentations and bays were maeasi
cd, the coast line would extend to scv4
ai thousands of miles.

The area of the Province, according
the census measurcîneut, is 341,3
square miles. Its position on the Amn
eaui contincrt is one cf great cominerc
importance, and its resources are
keeping with its position. If it were
bo dcscribed f rom the characteristics
its climato, its minerai wealth, and
natural commercial relations, it mniglit
said te be the Great l3ritain and Oalif<
nia combined of the Dominion of Cauaè

The Province is divided into two par
the Islands, of whichi Vancouver is f'
principal, and the Mairiland. Vancouv
is about 300 miles long, with au avera,
brcadthi of about 60 miles, containing
area of about 20,000 square miles.

British Columbia lias numerous hi
bours and rivers, soute of ivhich are
importance, and aIl arc reiuarkable f
their bountif ul, in fact, wonderful su
plies of fish. The sccnery which it 1)0E
esses is magnificently beautiful.

The climate on the coast is more equ
bic and much milder in wintor than
any other part of Canada; but as t]
mnountain arc ascended, greater cold pi
vails, Nwith more suow, and the chbaractE
istics ef greater dryness of atmosphe
whichi mark the climate of the intorior
the continent aire found.

There is vcry little, frost or snow. A
abstract of one year gives 201 fine da3
96 overcast, 50 rainy, and 17 on whii
snow fell. Gooseberry buds opcned t]
mniddlc of February ; early plants eati
iu leaf the 2nd of March, and nati,
hcnip 3 inches high ; catkins in f t
bloomn on Match 7tlh; buttercups in flo,
or March 29th ; straw'berries lu bloo
Aprîl l3th ; applo trocs lu bloom, Mi

Columbia,
cd 6th ; beans in blossomn May l2th ; straw-
71, berrnes ripe May 25t1i- raspberrics ripe
an July 9th.
he The climate of Victoria and its suita-
is, bility for iuvalids is described by a travel-
Dr- 1er iu the following words :-" Victoria
i- lias a climate uncqualled anywheîe,

Dr- which is specially rccommendcd to health
seeking invalids. The atinosphere is

to charged with ozone poculiar to Victoria
;05 only. It orignates in the saow coolcd
3r- breozes in the Oly mapiail range (about 60
il miles south-wcst of the city), mixes with
in the sait air of the Pacifie, giving it pecu-
to liai hcalth restoring, and lite prolonging
of qualities, which are fast making
its Victoria the sanitariuin of the Pacifie
be Coast."
)r- Every part of British Columbia is
la. amnply and wvell providcd with excellent
ts, wood for construction and for other pur-
he poses. The coast region hias the pre-emi-
ýer nence at prescut, owing to the greater
ge facility of export. The gigantie size of
in forest trees is due, according to Dr. Daw-

sou, to the milducas and huidcity of thec
ir- climate.
ef The fisheries of British Columibia are
or as yct almost uutouchcd industrially, cx-
p- ccpt the salmon fisheîy, which hias rapid-
;s- ly become an important industîy. Its

chief seat at present is on the Lower
a-Fraser, lu the rich agricultural districts

lu cf New Westminster, through which the
,,e railway passes. Salmon fishing is carri-
ce- ed on, also, ou the rivers Ojleena and
Wr- Nass, aud at ývarions places on the coasts.
ro Ncarly ail the salm-on are canncd and cx-
of ported bo Eeglaud ; a fow are saltcd and

smoked.
Lu Gold 18 know'u bo bo almost universally
,s, distributed in the Province of Britir;h
ùi Columbia. Thero 18 scarcely a stîoain of
lie any size lu any Part o! the Province that
ie one cannot washi a fcw Ilcolours,11 as they
vo say, eut of, at the very least, and lu 105
il localities, wvhich I catalogucd in 1877,
xv- actual niining had been carried on for
mn gold. The main auriferous boit e! Brit-
-iy ish Columbia runs freont south-east to
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