
Peter Confesses the Christ

wbich ie a large cave choked up witli talion
rock@. Oui uf ihie tire Estern brancli ot
tire Jordan bure in an abundant streain of
beautitul clear water, sweeping down a rocky
baed, scattering ita spray over dense tickets
of olsander and daahing away over a preciprice
loto a dark ravine. The linge castie, tbe

meins of îwhicl are well preaerved. aod
1,001) feet abi e tire City, un the sunanit Of
a ridge separateid front tire flank of Hermnon
liv a deep gorge. The Miodern village of
Banias, a surival of the ancient nine
paneae, contair.e about tifty houssa of poor
Arabe.

APPLICATION

But sopic eu, v. 28. Oiily the Figlitlems
eyeball or tire color-blind retina could fail

ta reapoud la the glory ut flermon, glitlering
ln tbe liglit ut uturning, or

Z" flusbsd witb tue crinusun gluw
ut eventide; for thebe beaulies

were disceruible by tire rjaturai eye. Far

differeni waa il witl lthe sipiritual glury oif

"the only begolten ut lte Fatber, full ut
grace and lrulb." That waa ouly visible lu

the eys ut failin lutire mind wbjcb (jud liaid

illumjned. Conuequently, about Jeans there
wau grat vsuiety ut opinion, and ail guese
feil short of Mlis true divine cluaracter. Bu
to.day there ame stil in lileralurre and amng

men dilfereul viewa ut Him. To une Me la
le muai faultless mane, to anuther the

sublime leScler, lu anoîher te biglieel eti-
hodiment uftihre human ideal. Only the

sys of failli can read Rie truc naine lm-
manuel, ' .God witlu Us."
6 Whom sety yt v. 29. On, many questions a

wide liberty ut opinion mnty bealluwed. Witli
Copemnicua, for example, tee May beljeve

if we choose that il la lte earîli
T'h* Oet that moves, w'blle tlie su" iei

W& stationary; or wilh Ptolemy

lIrai tire sun revolves about lte eatb. But

our answer as hu wliu Christ was, la vital.
IlWhosoever believetb that Jeans is lte
Ciir§is l hmout (od."1 Do yubelieve this
with yuur beart? Do you trust this divine

Peraun, la, whomn you have said, willu Peter,

l'Thouu art the Christ"? Mien you are

saved, you have «, Overcome tle world,"I

yoo are an heir ut ail thinga. Mieny peuple
are sau ed, wbo do nul enter inla the JOY Of
their salvation. But lte only way lu lie

maved ie by Peterse answer tu tbis vital

question; for God lia revealed bot one

Saviaur, and He la Jeans Christ.
Teu no maen, v. 30. The book 0f Ecchua-

lista (ir. 8: 7) wicely MY@ thât thora la Ila

fine 10 keep Hilencut." Jesîîe feît tliai sucli
a period iadt corne fi the lus-

'si-. torvout 11hdisciples. Dî,ubtless
lm"se feared that tîmeir uuorldly

ambitions would pervert, their oble. con-
feasion tu unepiritual ends. Let ilisîn pro-
laim tha the Miessiali )raal fune. as they

were su keen lu do, and the people wuuld
have arisen ren mse to crown Hlm Liîîg.
Civil war would have eneued. liatred and
strffe would have desltroyed Hia sublimie
teaching on love, and H1e would have been

prevented frum, aS.vifg tlie world by the
unly possible way-llîe Croiss. Times iiere
are now when silence would bie wise. The
boasiul trumpeting ut the resulia ut revi val

wurk, or even of Decliion Day, lias stirred
uni-Cliristlike ambition anOÙ envy i times,
and ha@ deairoyed tuai bnnîility and self-

surrender wbich are tire abuolute, requfiies
ut sucessful spiritual work. Belter ta irhi
nu man," than an unseemly glorying lu @ta-
listica. Besides, aretiliere nutl ingawlîiclî
il la nul lawful for a man ho utter?

Peler . . begaîn to rebuke Huma, v. 32. To
wliat lengtha wlll nul the oeîf-conceit fronu
a lijîle success lesd a Muen 1 Peter, uplifted

by his confession, nuw tiik
wO'~ himssit u jeer tim hie Lord.

deua-He will teach Chirist. There

are boys iliat kuow mure ilian their parent«;
pupila tual, ridicule the Ignorance uft ilîir
teacleers; hyrus in science w1î0 are Whier
itan the Bible. But pride goetb before a
falI. These court Clîrisi's rabuke, "Gel
Ilies hebind me, Satan."

Ta» tep hi@ cresa, v. 34. The Moravians
had 'an old device, ot an uz standing between
a plougli on une aide and an altar on lte

other, witb the mollo under.
.M h1u nsa, - lteady for labôr or for

marlica.,, 80 muei the follawer
of Jaus ha omplstsly surmndsred toi bi

M.


