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We are in receipt ai a convention cal
(addrcssed to the President of thc Y. M.
C.A., Manitoba, Canada. (Glad they know
aur address, any wvay) for the Students'
Volunteer Maveinent for Foreign MNis-
sions. It says, "The present indications
are that it wvill flot only bc trhe Iargcst
missionary gathering ever he!d ini Northî
America, or the world, but also that it
wvil1 be the Iargest university gathering
ever br *ought together." It seenis a great
deal to say, but we hope it is true, andi
believe it will be. A prospectus ta hiandi
regarding it is very readable. ' Aniong
those giving missianary addresses," ifr
says, are the names ai ane hundred, and
twenty-five persans froni almost evcry
country on the face af tHe globe. Among

thiese we noted F. B. Meyer, of Landanu
Dr. Pierson, Dr. Clarkec, a.nd returned
inissionaries framn Greenland's icy moun-
tains ta India's coral strands.

A " Missionary Exhibition "is an-
nouniced. " The most caniprehensive and
nîost carefully selected educational exhibit
on missions ever made."

Manitoba University certainly oughit to
be rcpresented. Let the Intercollegiate
Cominiittee move iii the niatter at once.

ItOR *THEr-OLOGUES.

Rev. Dr. Somnebody wvas asked by a
Thlealog. student if the course cauld not
lie shiortened. "Whien God wants ta grow
an oak H-e takes years ta do it. A few
wveeks ý,uffice for a squash."

FOUNDATION 0F KNOWLEDGE

This paper pretends ta be nothing mare
than a brief autîjue ai the thoughit of
Modern Philosophy as it lias centred
about the question ai the foundation of
knowledge. The treatnient ai the subject
will follow, in the main, the uîethod
adopted in the somewhat canîplete discus-
sion in Wendelband*s History af Philos-
ophy. Ta tlîis -war thase, who wvislh to
fallow up the line of tlîouglit liere sug-
gested, are referred.

Modemn Philosophy, wvhich emiancipated
itself from the bandage af sclîolasticisrn
in the first hlf of the seventeenth Century.
may be considered as having liad two
faunders, Bacon and Descartes. Tlîey
defined and expounded the doctrines of
Empiricisnî, on the anc hand, and Ration-
alism, on the other, whiclî becaie the
battlegraund ai the philosophy of the En-
lightennent. On the side ai Empiricisrn
stand Bacon, Hobbes, Locke, Berlzely
and Hume ;on tue side ai Ratianalisiin.
Descartes, Opinoza, Leibuity, Wolff and
Kant, the latter standing very close ta the
dividing line. The Empiricists regarded
experience as the ultimate basis on wvlicli
the superstructure af our knoivledge
mnust rest. The Ratianalists traced al

'knowledge back ta those innate ideas andi
-prînciples, wh1ich. they afflrmed, we have
prior ta extierience. and altogetiier inde-
pendent of it.

The influencc of Bacon ulpan the pro-
grcss of speculative philasophy was for
the nîost part indirect. His chief ilienit
lay in his application of the inductive
mletliod ta the great question ai the
grautid and source ai liunîan knowledge.
But, thaugh giving his attention ta tue
direction and inîpravenient of physical
science, lie conceiîtrated luis metho>d of iii-
duction cxclusively upon nature. and tlius
gave ta lus philosophy an enîpiricaal ten-
dcncy. This emphasizing ai external ob-
servation, ta the neglect ai refection uipon
tle ini within, led his iollawvers ta un-
der-rate the importance ai the study ai
inind as a source ai knowledge ;in a
word, laid the foundation ai medern sen-
sationalism.

HTobbes, tlîe disciple ai Bacon, took up
thîe inethod ai his master, and applied it
in its niast empirical character ta the
study ai metaphysics. Considering man,
as an abject ai scientific knowvledge, ta be
a purely scnsuous being, lie made sensa-
tion the real basis of every mental opera-
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