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consequence ? Il Ilear, 0 earth ; beliold. T will brin- evil upon this.
people, even the fruit of their thoughts, h3ECAUSE they have not
hcarkened unto rny words, nor to my law bid rejeeied it, v. 192"
lre you percive that their rejection of God's word was the cause
of their rejeetion, the ground of their reprobation. The LoRD
rejeeted theml I3ECASE they rejected hlmii, and bis word. Tt was
not as creatures mercly that they were reprobated; it was not
even as subjeets wlio hiad broken the law of their governor and.
king that they were rejected, but as subjects and sinners who had,
sinned ag7aiîtst qoodness and grace. against light and love, and,
loîtg-s ufferiny«. Tfhey were reprobated 'because they had through-
out the long day of their probation, beea ungrateful, unbelieving,
and openly wicked. It was as a consequence of, and a punish-
nient for tixeir obstinacy and awful wiedness to the Iast, that
their day of grace closed with their rejieetior. Instead of rcpro-
bation therefore being, an net of God in a bygone eternity, or un-
conditional, or at the gateway. of his dealings with sinners, or
even at the sixth, or ninth hour of our probationary state of heing,
it is nt the close of the twelth hour of a life of ingratitude, re-
bellion and unbelief, that sinners are cast away and cursed. I'Re-
probate silver shall men eall them, because the LORD bath rejected
them."

The verse whieh we have just quoted is the only passage in the
Old Testament where the Enghisli word reprobate occurs, but the
original verb is frequently employed, and rendered to refuse, and
to rejece. For exampie in lsaiah vii, 15, 16, it is rendered to re-
fuse. It oecurs in 1>s. cxviii, 22, where it is said, ' IThe stone
whieh the builders refuseci is become thc head stone of the corner."
The Scribes, Pharisees, chief priests a-ad rulers of Israei rejected
Jesus, and because they rejeeted, or reprobated Jesus, God as a
naturai and a necessary consequence rejeeted or reprobated them.

It oeeurs in Jer. vii, 29) Il Cast off thine hair, O Jerusaieni, and
cast it away, and take up a lamentation on higli places; for the
LORD bath REJECTED and forsaken the generation of his wrath."
1Why were, the Jerusalem sinners, the subjects of Jehovah's repro-
hation, and thc objeets of his wrath ? Why ? What was the
reason ? Was the reprobation unconditionai ? M'as the wrath
froc wrath, undeserved wrath ? No, this was not the case, tliis
could flot be, the case, for it is inimediately added, IlFoRt the cli
dren Of Judah HAVE DONE EVIL in my sight saith the LorD :
they have set tileir abominations in the house which is ealled by


