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CANADA MILITARY GAZETTE,

ORGANIZATION OF THE ROY AL
ARTILLERY.

BY A FIELD OFFICER OF THIE CORPS.

(From the U. S. Maguzine.}

The foilowing details relative to the ar-
tillery of the Britsh army will, at the com-
mencement of u fresh epoch ot prace, fro-
bably prove intetesting. They wall, it is
hoped, while they comment freely on the
pasty he sugaestive of some improvements
for thu future, not only with referenco 1o the
efliciency as s military body of the corps,
but also ws relates 1o that just and requisite
cconomy wlich expericuce has shown to
us it i3 the best wisdos o follon, No
amoout of money voted by the Houss of
Communs will ever place the artillery on
an eiiicient tooting unless the principles of
a eorrect organization ate fitst aevognized,
and the alministrttion of the corps placed
in etlicient hands.  ft will not do 10 have
men at the head of affiars who dieam dar-
ing peace, and who sutler themselves to be
caught by war without any pre-atranged
plan for imeeting 18 requiremeats 5 nether
1s any man quite jusitlied m remamning in
otfice, and drawmy the salary attached to
it, wheu every suzgestion he makes is set
aside, and every opimon he may bring for-
ward, on muatters for which he is or should
be 1ecponsible, is couly neglected. There
are weneral principles, applying to every
one aitke. It is untoitunately too much the
fashion of the day to sacrifice them to our
personal antarests. 1t passes m ordinary
times, but the late war, and its welancholy
consequences, i many respects, has been
a Newmusis at least iu conscience, if not more
directly, 1o many. . .

Unptepared as our military establishments

enerally were at the comaiencentent of the
ate war, hone conld have been less fit to
encoupter an enemy at the moment than
the Artillery,

The system of the artillery (il system of
any kiud evisted) was condacted 1o such a
manner that a peiace establishment nom-
bering, according tv the estimates of 1854
amd 1833, lutle shost of 16,000 non-commis-
sioned oflicers amd men, was uvnably to do
more (aad even that httle with difficolty,
and of the most crude materials,) than fur-
msh 51 auns to take the feld,—~uot one of
them being a gan of porsition or exceeding
the calibis of @ Opounder and its corres-
ponding hewitzer; amd afier sending this
smnail Grce, absorbing little more than 1,500
antitlerymen, it required upwards of twelve
months to organize any reserve,  In Maich
1854, when the expuedition, of which so few
ever saw England again, began to be form-
ed, there was not a sing e tied battery in
the United Kingdom considered to be in
such a slute of efficiency as tojustify a de-
partore from the usual rowine of the roster
of companies for foreign <ervice by sending
it o the East ;—showing that the bare ex-
sstence of a field artillery at all in England
was very nearly a mythe, and that one ca-
pable of expanston or offering a foundation
for an addition to our field guus, so as to
meet the oxigeucies of war, was allogether
wantinz, The decluration of war made nt
necessary to create the arm; and it may
with trath bo said that it was hastled into
existence. Fartunately for those who might
have been held responsible, there was no
oae who conld judge of the state of things ;
ot it was perhaps considered wiser to take
them as they were in silence, than to find
fault whete time was to¢ limited and the
circamstances too pressing to admit of im-
provement.

i

. -

With our usaad bebiel that everythng Ene
ghial must bo infintsly superior 1o every.
thing foreign, we ook it for granted that wo
surpazsed every nation in the world jn our
arullery. It was o late to get til of the
sion, and to set about realizig the fact just
at the moment of commencing a war.—
Never, swely did a gieat nation seem so
satstied * wath Ler efforts, or rest wath a
wnore placid appeirance of contentment as
to the results, than Eogland when she sent
forth her 10,000 intantry, and a few raw
and unmstructed field baiteries of attijlery,
to make war with the absolute ruler of 60,
000,000 of people.  The goneral breakdown
1 our nilitary system, aud its incapability
1of meetee w war, hes been but too deplo-
“rably exposcd.  {tis the subject of the ur-
itlery only that ealls for notice here.  The
s becoming one of mmoreand wore vital
unportance daity. It has unfortunately long
been one of inditlereuce and neglect in Ens
gland.  Instead of keeping it up in peace
(as the sutns voted by Putliament would
castly admit of dog of properly expemlud,)
s0 as to have an elicient number of field
battenes alwiys ready for iany emerzency,
with others coming on, and” more or less

thought of, ‘There was 10 effisient nuclen
keptup on winch to form it. To get to-
gether 80 small u loreo us 54 guns required
a great eflori. “I'he whole corps had, as it
were, to be broken up, and the required
forve for the fiekl made up out of it. On
taking over the material, the artificess?® tools
and some of the wron work of the harness,
carelessly examined on its first delivery by
the contractors, were found on inspection
utterly unsesviceable and useless. The
touls broke in the hand as if made of glass
and a number of the iran hamae wara %‘\nm;
defective. ‘The old hames which had been
years 1 use were more to Yo depended on
thau the new ones just issuedd ont of store,
In everything relating to the kits and ne-
cessaties for the men nuceriamty and want
of head prevailed 5 and in no respect was
the peace soldisr, except in lis personal
qualities, fit for the active duties of his pro-
fession,  in humself ho was everything that
conld be desired; in whatever related to
regulation, or authonty, or inatruction, he
was a complete faslure.

Fach of the batteries formed consisted of
2 captans, 3 licutenants, 1 surgeon, 15 non-
commussioned officers, 9 artificers, 2 trume

advimced, as a reserve, our arullery wag in , peters, aml 158 gunners and dnvers, Their
such w state at the commencement of the | guns cousisted ot 4 9-pounders, with 6 wage
late war, ind the etheicncy of the few bat- | zons carrying 174 rounds each, There vrere
tevies we had was of such Tinle worth that : besides, 1 fuige, § store limber wagaon, §

they were broken up,  Therr horses and a
great proportion of their men were turned
over tu the cumpanies ordered for service,
ad the fatter, by the niere _magic of their
natforms aud theie designation as gunners,
and lttle else, became transformed into
tiekl artillery.  ‘They 100k over their equip-
ment, and had little time 10 do more than
show themsslves once or twice on Wool

wich Common before they embarked to
meet the enemy.  The first of these service
batteries (3 in number) were formed by or-
der dated the 14th February, 1854, and by
the cud of March they were on boand ship.
These six weeks of hurried instruction (if
the tern mstruction is not_altogeiter inap-
plicable 10 the stute of thiags,) was all, or
neatly ofl, that greal numbers ot the nou- |
com-utssioned ofiicers and wen had ever te-
ceived w field dunes. Our peace c.smb-!
hslintemt bad wever been considered with
reference 1o o war, and offered no means, '
considerable as was the outlay npon it, ot |
raisig a war steacture withont difliculty |

storv cart, 1 spure gun carnage, und 1 12+
pounder rocket tube,— the whole moved by
170 horses.  The detal for the two troops
of horee artillery was ulmost preessely sim-
ifar, .ut their guns were light 6 foundm
and 12-pounder howitzers, ~They had each
of them 188 officers and men, and
horses, including the officers’ chargers.—
Thesa establishments were soon found in-
adequate. They were altered and increas-
ed from time 1o time, until, at the close of
the war, the number of carriages arrived as
283 the number of officers and men being,
for a troop of horse artillary, 259, aud the
number of horses272; and tor a field bat-
tery 242 and 210 respeciively.

‘The horse artillery had been ordered to
(-riuip themselves with S-pounder guus and
12-pounder hownuers, the same ay the field
batteries.  Both remained av six pieces of
ordnance a8 when fiist sent ouy, althongh
the number of carriages and the personnel
generally had been so much avgmented.

‘The batteries aud troops embarked from

aml an absence ol 2l efliciency. In Eng-| England by divisions ol 2 guns each, and
lund, from want of management and head, \at fisst in saling ships. Each baltery,
we cart_ouly get o by force of a profuse , therefore, requ red three ships.  No veteri-
evpeuditure.  To enable our mlitary es- ,hary surgeon accompanied any of them ;
tablislinents 1o meet a war; we mast keep | neventheless, such was the care and zeal ot
them up ju peace tv a war standard. It is | all concerned, that but few horses were jost.
wonderiul, in the face of contending out- , Casualties in this tespect hardly exceeded
cues for greater economy, or increased oot- |2 per cent; amd the horses landed after an
lay to see how much is spent, and, from average passage of seven weeks, in such
waut of proper organization, how little 1s | condition that they were harnessed to the
got tn the shape of a perfect army. guns immediately after thuy touched the

Four more batteries from Eugfand follow- | shore, and proceeded over a very bad road
ed the three first ordered to the East; the ] a distance of two or three miles, to the gquar-
last of them after an interval of some months, | ters alloited for them. Two ships out of
They wzre all of thom formed in the same :lhroe for each battery had no medical offi-
ill-consuiered and confused manzer, asmen ,Ler on board ; and the only medicine given
and horses could be got together.  No ar-, 10 the commanding officer of one of them
rangements could ever have beer consider- , (and it was probably the same wath all the
ed beforehand with regard 10 them, The  Test) was a box of pills and six seidlitz pow.
experience of the Peninsular war was a “ders. Lach of these ships contained from

dream and the long peace which followed
1t a profound slumber, The department of
the “Adjutant General of Arullery, with
which all power for good or evil with regard
to the corps rested, was in very aged hands
—and the mere possibility of a state of hos-
ihities, in which England should take a
part, and a field artillery be required, would
seem never to have been discussed or,

® The ratlon was not satisfed RN

60 to 70 antillesymen, and with nearly the
same number of horses, in a very confined
space,—the liability 1o accident was very
great.

® At the eame time that the batteries for
service were formed, a brigade 1o carry re-
serve small-arm ammunition was also or-
ganized. 1t consisted of 45 carnages, 189
officers and méfi, and 200 horses.  Some o

the cattiages were not horsed; althouglr if



