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CHAPTER VIIIL

Mo MastER'S JoURNAL
CENsorsmip Over
FENUCE AND
Sorsy Mogawury.
Tivps~THs VEHEMENCE, YoRt
Risnr, =D MoGiLyss
Cuvpcin=Rv, Rev, Bisnor LooTENs,—~
THE ARCHDIOCESE OF OREGON T
VENSERABLE DPIONEER  AND
Ancnpispor Brascuer~"Tne INrter-
et oF THeE FREEMAN'S JOURNAL BY
ik R, Reve Bisnor Bavtes,

As ExencisiNa A
Exwor N brs De-!
Advocacy TrUTit AND
~His MIsTAKES, AT

HEN there was question
of Catholic dogma,
morality or Church dis-
cipline, all which
subjects MeMaster was
thoroughly informed

of sound po-

litical prineiples, the

Freeman's advoeaey and

defence were commendably foreible, and ex-

cusably strong in expression, and eall for no
apology from his biographer. Over all these
vt subjects, MeMaster elaimed for truth
and right's sake, the privileges of a free
press, the privilege of ¢ riticism and eensor,
ship, which in this land of freedom no pre-
late, nor priest, nor layman of an American
gpirit may begrudge him, His motto was:

« You shall know the truth, and the truth

shall make you free.'" A newspaper like

the Freeman's Jowrnal wielded a wholesome
influence of fear, yet respectful regard trom
the American Catholic publie,

Where, however, MeMaster failed to re-
eeive full information on both sides of a
disputed question, he was led at times into
error, and permitted himselt to express his
opinion of persons and things in no com-
mendable terms. He was strong in the
opposition where, it fully
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on

or even

Mc MASTER.'

THE |

ST, STEPHEN'S
| wits without this distigurement especially,

\\I\ll\"

informed, he |

teviow, 255
would have been otherwise equally strenus

ous in defenee
A. MceMaster, as a2 journalist,
Jaimed  the tield of censorship over false

James

principles in religion and in polities,

in hislifeot
, had many a hard
or the duty of ||HMM- censorship,
t, ab

Consequently, such an editor
journalis mul torty years
contest
he had to be even g wounding write
(!I\I‘\.

i «id of Oliver Cromwell,
'u!urnl the
siat for his portrait,

lord proe
English commonwealth, that
The artist
produced on eanvas a likeness of the Gamous
leader, tair, smooth and fattering,

But Cromwell's face had in reality strong
Che likeness

he onee

lines, and bore an ugly scar.

» Paintme.as Lam,” exeldmed Cromwell,
S and put on all the ind roughiness,”

James A, MeMaster was in character a
typical  Puritan, and could he
e would have his  biographer picture
him true to his publie life him
hefore the public as the publie knew him -
to gloss over none of the his
nor hide the scars of his conflict

sCars
spealk,
present

ruggedness of
character,
in the career of a journalism as bold to ans
nounce truth as it was aggressive to expose,
and to grapple with the false and pernicious,
We are free MeMaster had on
himall the sharp points of his exeeptional
character—that in the use of invective, he
may have seemed to some, at times, 100
bitter: that in rebuke out of the love of
truth, he may have appeared too strong in
his reproach, sometimes even unbecomingly
severe and harsh in his expression ; too pers
sonal, perhaps, apparently to some in the
heat of argument amid the discussion of
the great question that oceupied his pen.
Again, McMaster dealt not in overs
caution, nor ever adopted the side of come
promising expediency,  Our journalist at
times made priests and bishops shake their
heads and look grave. They doubted not
the loyalty of his faith or the purity of his
motives: but his bolduess at times, to them
at first sight was rashness, his arguments
and terms tinged perhaps to them with the

1o confess,

irreverent, and his eanvas especially of
Canon Law for the United States, too, un-
circumseribed, and not  altogether  exe

pedient.
At no period of his journalism did Mc-
Master's writing excite more investigation



