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The above volume has only recently fallen
into our hands, and yet we trust it is not
100 late to express our gratification at such
a memorial of the late lamented subject ot
it. The character of the deccased, his long
career, his public services, as well as the in-
teresting events connected with his history,
rendered him worthy of some such memorial.
The present is satisfactory so far as it goes.
It gives the Jeading facts of Sir Brenton’s
history, describes the principal public dis-
cussions in which he was engaged, and gives
specimens of his writings on some of those
questions, in which he took a prominent
part.

Sir Brenton was of Scottish descent by
the father’s side, his father having heen the
son of a P’resbyterian clergyman in Had-
dington, Scotland. By his mother’s side
he belonged to a family wuich cmigrated
from England to Boston in the reign of
Charles I, and had risen to wealth in the
old colonics. IHe was burn at Newport,
Rhode Island, on the 3rd December, 1775.
His father having espoused the side of the
British Government during the American
revolutionary war, the family removed to
Nova Scotia. Brenton was educated in
England, and returning to Nova Scotia in
the year 1791, he commenced the study of
law, but soon after entered the army, where
by his good conduct he attracted the notice
of the Duke of Kent, while commander in
chief in Nova Scotia. At the peace of
Amiens he resigned his commission in the
amy, and resuming his study of the law, he
was admitted an attorney and barrister in

1803, was made a judge of the Supreme

Court in 1807 at theageof 33.  In the vear

1816 he was appointed & member of the

Council of twelve, which then exercised le-

gislative and cxecutive powers. In 1833,

he became Chicf Justice and ex officio Pres-

ident of the Council. In 1837, the Coun-

cal life. His death took place on the 16th
July, 1860.

One of the most interesting parts of itis
a description of Halifax, the social habits
and the moral character of its inhubitants,
during his carly vears. Regarding its rcli-
gious condition the author remarks.

““ Unhappily those days were eminently
irretigions days. The Jaxity of sentimeng
and the disregard to the doctrine and pre-
cepts of the gospel were painfully manifest,
Noble exceptions there were—bright spots
amid the murky clouds—refreshing oasesin
the desert.  But the testimony left on record
of those whose opinion is worthy of trust is
unanimeus, that religion was treated with
indifference by themany, with scorn by some
and with reverence by but few. To cite
none others, the first Bishop of the Diocese
was so impressed with the fearful condition
of the community, the general tone of society
and the debasing tendency of the opinions
prevailing, that he wrote a letter to somein
high places, which is stiil extant, bewailing
in no measured terms, the terrible degene
racy of the days, and urging that some steps
should be taken toerect barriers against the
impetaous torrent, which threatened to
overwhelm religion and morality. The la
ment was the same from such men as the
pioneers of the Scottish Church and Wesley.
an denomination, in whose biographical
mecmoiss, these viewsare to be found.  Ard
from a letter of the late Chief Justice we
gather like sentiments on the subject. "Then
were zealous clergymen, but theiv effor:
were productive of comparatively little good
in the town itsclf. Somc heard and tosk
heed, but the majority turned a deaf earto
their warnings and counscl.  Many unde
the cloak of their not being members of the
Church of England, kept themsclves slod
from its sanctuary and its clergy, and s
being provided with ministers and teachen
of the denoaination in which they wea
professedly brought up, were left to the
own devices. For some time there wer
hut two places of worship beside those of ix
Establishment ; but towards the end of ¢
century others arose; the Wesleyans, t
Roman Catholics, the Baptists, as weils

cil being remodelled, he retired from politi-

the churches of Scotland and England is!



