
April

94 I ~bt ~I~onu aiib fforeiç.jrt ~ttOt'b.

MEMOIt OF SIR BRENTO.N4 IIALLIBUO-
TON, hitC Cir Justice of Nova Srotia,
by 11ev. G. W. IHill, M. A. Hialifax,
printed by James Boives & Son.

The ribove volume lias only rcccntlv fallen
into Our bands, and ycr we trust it is flot
too late to express our gratification at sucb
a inernorial of tire late larncnted subject of
it. The rharacter of the deceascui, bis long(
career, Iris public ser-vices, as well ars the iii-
terestinir events connectcd with bis history,
rendercd hii wortlrv ofsome such memnorial.
The prescrit is satisfactory so far as it goes.
It gives tIre leadiiîg facts of Sir Brcnton's
historv, ilescribes tIre principal publie dis-
eussions in whîcîr Ire was engagcd, and -ives
speciniens of Ibis writings on soine of tîrose
questions, in which he took a promninent
part.

Sir Brenton was of Scottislb descent by
the fatlror's suIe, bis father having been tIre
son of a 1>resbytcrian clergyman in Ild-
dington, Sroîland. J3y Iris motîier's side
he bcloiiged te n family wiicla cinigratcd
from England to Boston in tire reign of
Charles L., and had risen to wealth in the
old colonics. Ile was boru at Newport,
]Rhode Island, on tire 3rd December, 1775.
lis fatîrer liaving espoused the side of tIre

Blritish Goverrument diiring the American
revolutionary ivar, the family rrnoved to
Nova Scotia., Brenton ivas edîzicatcd in
England, and returning to Nova Scotia iii
the i-car 1791, he comrncncred tire study of
law, but soozi aftcr cntered tire arnry, ivîrere
iry bis good conduet he attrnctcul thre notice
of the 1uke of Kent, ivbile commander in
(bief Iin Nova $cotia. At tire peace of
Anmiens lie resigned iris commi-ssion in the
armny, anil rcsuming his studi- of tire law, lie
was admitted an attornev and harrister in
1803, wvas made a judge of the Sîrpreme
Court iii 1 F07 at thecage of 3.. In the vear
1816 lie ivas appointed a member of tire
Counicil of twelve, which then exercised le-
gisîative nnd exer tiive powers. lIn 1833,
hoe became Cîrief Justice anrd c-roficio Pres-
ident of tire Courncil. In 1837, tIre Cornn-
cil being rcmodcllel, hie rctired from politi-

cal life. lus death took placo on the l6th
July, 1860.

O)ne of the most interesting parts of itîs
a description of IIalifax, the social habits
and the moral character of its iîîlrabitants,
durrng his carly years. 11egarding its reli-
gious Condition the author reînarks.

"Unlrappily those drtvs ve re ciniinentlv
irreligious days. Trhe laxity of sentiment
and thc disregýard to the d,.ctrinc and pire.
cepts of tire grospel wercý painfully inanife.st.
Noble exceptions there were-brigb:t spots
amid the niurky ciouds-rfreshing oases in
the des.rt. But the tcstiînony leftton record
of those îvhose opinion is wortlîy of trust is
unanimous, tbat religion ivas trcatcd wizir
ind itffrence by the mnny, îvith scorn bv soine
and with rcvcrcnce bv but few. 'ro cite
none others, thre frrst Bisiop of thre l)îoccbc
was so impresscd with the féarful condition
of theconîmunity, the general toneof socicîv
and the debasing(Y tendencv of the opinions
prevailing, that bie wrote a letter to some in
bigh places, whicbi is stili extant, bewailing
in no mecasured terms, the terrible dlegene-
racy of the days, and uringii that some steps
should bc taken to ereet barricrs against t
impetnous torrent, which tbreà tened to
ovcrwbclm religion and nîorality. Tire la.
ment %vas thre sanie froin sich mnen asth
pioncers of the Scottish Cburcb and Wesley.
an <lenomination, in îvbose Iriographical
memoirs, these vievs are toiie foundi. An.d
froni a letter of tîre late Chief justice i
gatlier like sentiments on thre sulîjert. There
wcre zealou8 clergymen, but thecir cfforc
were productive ofcomparativcly littie good
iii thre town itsclf. Some hearil anil tioo
bieî, bunt the majority turned a de.af czar to
their wrarnings and couinsci. 'Many undo:
tîre clonk of their flot bcing Inernbers of Ère
Church of Englanè~ kcpt tlienisclvcs ao
fromn its sanctuary and its clergy, and m«
being providcd wvith miinisters and teache:!
of tire deno.nination iii which olrcy wcn
professcdly brougbt up, werc. lcft to thc&
own devices. For somne tinie there we-î
but e-vo places of worship beside tiose of i
Establishrment ; but towards the end eft-4
century others, arose; tIre WVeslevnîis, *i
Roman Catholics, the Baptists .- ve! wcU
tîre ehurches of Scotlaaid aud Engiand W~
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