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"The primitive formationr appears to possess quite an çx4raor-
diniiry thiickpess; and te reacli very far down inte the~ depths ofthe
oarth. At the sanie. tirne it shows in a remarkable manner, in these
different regions where it cornes te the sur-face, sucli a general zesem-
biance as regrArds its rocks, theýr structure and ferrn of stratifica-
tien, that one is led frein this alene te think that seme stupendous
process musthave takeon place over.the whlîoe iurface ef the earth
at the same tiue. .and in the saine manne;, and that it is te this
precess that the primitive formation owes its existence; and even,
.although it may be se completely cevered over in ýegiens ef un-
mreasurable extent that ini these it is net ebserved te cqme te, the
surface,.stilU wo.are entitled witli cenplete justice to suppose, the
,existence of aul unintttarrupted extension of the same, under alt thse
sedimentary and eruptive formatiens ri th. which we are aequainted.

"The noessity of a primitive fermation is be§ides se a ppa-
rent that .one can scarceiy cemprehlend hew its existence ceùid
e'ier be deubted. It appears, ini fact, tre ie. a first , and injispensa-
ble conditien, witheut whicb. the possibility ef sqlim 'entary, as wel
awef eruptive formations 'cannot li'e çouapreltended. Thé, primitive
foxmatien Jias aisc? been, by different authers, entitled thse prozoic,
azoie or frypozoic formatien, becausa3 it existed long, befere thse com-
nmeucenment ef thse first races of animais or plants, and therefere
nontains net a trace oforgauie remains, and lies beneatis al! fossili-
ferous formagtions. i3at ail eruptive formations are likewise azeic;
thse oldest sedimentary formation is 1ikewise prozoic, and the term
hypozoic is perliaps a word which docs net correspond sumfcientiy
-vell -vith thse idea intended te be expressed. by it."

IlIt is possible for us tu regard thse primitive formation perhaps,
as thse nppermost part of thse original solidified crust of our planet ;
and this supposition lias here and there been adopted. We leave,
however, the proces of their formation undecied, and rest satis-
fied, ini the meantime, with the ilegative reu1 that accordinc te
thse present condition of our knotwledgre, the primitive formation
eau neither be a seJimQntarý formamtioan, ini tise usuai significationl
of tise terni, ner yet ail eruptive formation, properiy speaking. :
is however a rnost reuiarkable faut, that a few coimnparativeiy
far youngrer form.itiùiià show a smîrprisimg simnilarity to tise primni-
tive formation in tise structure and architecture of theïr rocks,
(viz., tise M.,i.clberg gneis:s-formation in Oberfranken, and thse pro-
togrine formation uf thse Alps). This faut, as Nvell as thse eircum-
stanc, that they are aimost ail cryptegenous or stratifled crystal-
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