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,Ç<GREAT niany collectors have, no doubt, remarked
4 tY tat thiere izs a great differeiiee betwvewii thle prices of

scarce stainps ini thiis counitry and in Europe. If' it wvas
confined to a certaini c(uuntr-y*. -taniips, or if it wvere only a fewv
varieties th)at were efft2cted thiereby, it woLild be poýssible Lu
pass sucli without axiv curiobsit3. But wvieii certain ýStarnips
fetch oiily lialf the price on oie bide of tlie Atlantic thiat they
do oin the other, it is wvelI to enquire, te rea.son. Tfie only
feasible reason that I cani oflèr is the law of supply and de-
inand But why should certain varieties keep steady at highier
prices ? I find, that many stamps are far cheaper in Engliand
or France thian here, but by far the greater number are to be
had cheaper liere. In order to fathom the mystery of this
question, I have gone careffily over ail the recent Germau,
Frenchi and Eliglishi papers as well as price-lists and priced.
auction catalogues of 1890, particularly noting prices of u.ed
stainps sold and offéred for sale, and liave compared these with
our own pi-ief; j ~or used specimens. withi the followving
resuit:

Ti1. S. Foreigni
Price. iPrice.

Baden, 1862, 18 kr ...... siJO 32 00
Bavaria, 1870, 12 kr. ..... i 25 2 00O
Brazil, 1843, 30 rois ..... 100 2 50

44 1844,180Orois .... 7 50 6 00
4300 reis ..... 10 00O 7 00

Bolivia, 1867, 10 c. brown ..... 12 00O 9 50


