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Honey for Market
-By R. F. HIOLTER.31ANN

In selecting the above subject as a topic
for the Annual Meeting ut the Ontario
Bee-Keepers Association Convention, I
chose it because it gave abundant ground
to cover. It miglit almost embrace the
entire subject of bee-keeping, but niy
intention is to confine nyself t ) a very
small portion of the field. I need not en-
large upon the importance of decreasing
the eost of producing honey by having
strong colonies for the honey flow, not
only by bringing 1 hein well through the
winter, but by giving thei judicions care
frorm that tinie until the honey ilow begins.
To many this alone is the battle ground
for profit or loss in bee-keeping. Becin-
ning with the supers, a bieginner should ask
himself, if lie shall p:oduce conb or ex-
tracted houey, and wbat are the advant-
ages and (isadvantages of the two
systems. Not counting the cost of the
supers which can be used from year to
year, and renain with the bee-keeper, a
hundred pounds of extraeted honey can
be sold without dispobing of any of the
Apiarian Supplies. In one iundred
pounds of good conb loney however, lie
has to give with the honey 120 sections at
a cost of about 50 cents, euough thin super
foundation to fill 120 sections, 73 cents.
ten conib honey crates $1.00, a total of
$2 23. In large quantities this nmay be
diminished somewhat, but with a be-
ginner this is not far astray. The cost
of naterial which has to go with the
sections is then just about 2ke. per section.
The moment a uan places a value on
comb and extracted ioney, lie runs the
risk of having some one trample on uiria,
but I believe that the interests of nany
demand that his subject should be taken
in hand, aud if anîy of the figures given
are not satisfactory, yon can do your
figuring on a basis satisfactory to your-
selves. First-cazs conb honey in this
Dominion of ours is selling all the way
froin $1.00 per dozen sections to $2.50; the
price varying accord ing to season, local-
ity, honeycrop &c., or runnng fra'm Si
to 21 cents per section; when yo deduct
2 c from that, leavio g froin 6k to 18f cents
per section. In the tens of thousands of
pounds of comb honey our company has

haudled, anîd nauy more transactions I
know of, I have yet to hear of a case where
the seller was paid for lis conib loney
crates. First-elaws extracted honey self,
in Canada at 6 to 15o per lb., more fre-
q liently at 6 cents w lien purchaced iii lar, e
quanitities, such as 1,000 to 5,000 lbs, and
comîîb honey at l cents. The difference
thus far on first-elass honey is k to :t
cents per pound; but have we considered
the entire difference of cost ? I think
not. 'hose who consider that iii pi-
duction 70 lbs. of comnb honey is equîal to
100 Ibs. of extracted ioney, areconsider<d
by the mîajority of bee-ke-pers as oveî -
estinating the ratio of comb honey; nany
more say it is 50 to 100 ]bs. I an inclined
to believe that with the best managenîvît
the first is riiht, but with a bece keeper
not thoroughily experienced, or not ha1îv-
ing tine to apply his knowledge, it niay
be even less ilian the latter, but tahing
the ratio of 70 to 100 lbs. 100 pour. is ol
extracted would bring generally . ,
while the 70 lbs. of comb honey would
generally bring $8.40. With 2 cents
deducted, which is the cost of
foundation, sections, and crates, ihis
leaves $7.30, a differenc of 30 cents. For
the sectiotis nust be folded, the founida-
tion put in the supers, wedged up and
put on. These supers must not be put on
too soon lest the becs spoil the foundation
and soil the sections. Increased vare
nust be taken, and with every ca-ition

there will be a greater tendencytoswarmî,
a snag against which beginners and other
bee-ktepers are so likely to run.

la extracting, we have the lioney to
take out and the emipty conbs to rt plce.
To offset 1lhis in conb we have the bues to
drive out of the sections, the con.h to
scrape, the grading, the nailing .. the
conib honey crates, and the packing.

If the above figures are correct, it does
not pay to produe.8 conbli honey with the
present maiket difference. If the liure.q
are not correct I trust that the aboN, will
give some food for thought and ever yone
cai adjust prices to his own condit i. n.

Thus far we have referred to first cehcs
comb honey, but we know that tio be.
ginner and the ian busy with oth--r de.


