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Madame Materna.

On heing interviewed by a reporter as to her opinion
of a concert in which she took part during the New
York Music Festival, ebo gaid :

1 can give you no better idea of my opinion of the
oonoert than by saying that when 1 was listening to it
I eaid to myuelf, *I wish Wagner himself were here
to-day, that he might hear his music rendered so per-
fectly.’ It was magnificent—grand So far as the
orcbestra was concerned, nothing could have been
finer. I have sung parts of the * Nihelungen™
concerts before. In Berlin and Vienna Wagner re-
hearsed the orchestra most carefully, and that under
such supervision the instrumentahsts were nerr per-
fection is, of course, no matter for surprise. But taat
they should here without Wagnur so faithfully repro-
duce the effects which I have wmyself heard Wagner
studiously teach lis musicians amnzes me  The
‘* Walkuerenritt’ was simply perfect. [t must have
surprised the people that I carried the notes of music
so 1dentified with myself, and which I have so repeat-
edly sung. Do you know why I did this? Simply to
curb myself. 1 bope 1 succeeded, for 1 detest to be
carried away by my drawatic fervor and make invol-
untary gestures upon the concert platform  The
orchestra 80 1nspired me that I could searcely restramn
myself How I should delight in showing the pubhc
—which bas become 80 dear because it has been so
kind to me at the concerts—what I can really do
best!"

“And is there no likehbood of that wish being re-
alized?”’

‘I have had offers from Mr. Mapleson and others—
offers which my ocantracts 1n Vienna alone prevent me
from accepting. 1 hope, however, that I sball bo able
to arrange to come here to siag on the operatic stage
of New York in the spring of 1884.”

““Will the Vienna opera allow you to absent your-
self for such & length of time "™

*1 bave four months’ leave of absence annually,
and bope that I nay be granted a prolongstion of this
privilego sufficient to fill a season here.”
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Goiug to a Fair.

It was a church fair, and he had come at the special
request of his ‘- cousin,” who wns at the iower table.
He opened the door bashfully, and stood, bat in band,
looking at the brilhant scene before him, when a
young lady ished up, and grabbing him by the arm,
raid :

*Oh, yor inust—you will take a chance in our
cake. Com right over here. This way."”

Blusbing o the roots of kis hair, he stammered out
that «* Re: 5 he didn't have the pleasure of know-
ing' —
¢ Ob, that's sll right,’” said the youny lady. “You'll
know me better before you leave. I'm one of the
managers, you ucderstand. Come. the cake will be
all takea if you don't burry,” and sho almost dragged
him to one of the tables. ¢-There, now, only fifty cents a
slice, and you may get a . :al gold ring. You had bet-
ter take three or four shices. It will increase your
chaaces, you know.”

* You are very good.” he staiwmered, ¢ but { ® not
fond of cske—that i, 1 haven't any use for the ring
—1"—

*Ab, that will be eversenice,' ssid tho young lady.
¢ for if you get the ring you can give st bacl, and
=¢'ll put it in another cake

“‘Y-e-5," said the young man, with a sickly smile.
«*To be sure, but’'—

¢« O, there isn’t any but about it,”" said the young
1ady, smiling sweetly., **You kunow rou prom:sed.”

«* Promised )™

“Well, no, not exactly that, but you will take one
alice,” and she looked her whole soal into bis eyes.

¢ Well, I auppose—

**To be sare. There is your cake.” and she slipped
a great slice into his delieately gloved bands ss be
handed ber & dollar bill Ol that is too nice ™
added the younglady ss she plastered another picce of
cake on top of the one she had just givenm him « 1
knew you would take two chances,” and his dollar
bill disappearcd across the table, and then abe called
to a companion - 0, Miss Larkins, hore is a gentle-
man who wishes to bare his fortuno told.”

(), does he? 8Beund hita right over,” answered Miss
Larkins,

T beg your pardon but ! am afriid you are mis-
taken [don't remember faying anything about "'—

*Oh, but you will."” snid the firal iady, tugging at
tho youth's arm. *It’s for the good of the cavse. and
you won't refuse.’” and once moro the beautiful eyes
looked soulfully into bia. *“Hero weare Now takean
onvelope. Open it. Thore! You aro going to be
married in & Fear. Isa't that jolly? Seveuty-five

conts, pleass.” This time the youth was careful to
band out the exact ebange.

¢+ 0, 1 should just like to have my fortune told,”
said the first young lady.

O dear, you are going to be married this year,
too Seventy-five cents more, please, and the poor
youth came down with another dollar note. **No
change here, you know,” added Miss Larkins, putting
the greenback in her pocket with a radisnt smile.

0, come, lot’s try our weight,” said the first young
lady, once more tugging at the bashful youth's cont
sleeve and beforc he knew whero he was he found
Limself on the platform of the scales. “Une hundred
and thirty-two,”" eai¢ the young lady. * O, how I
shou'd like to b4 a great heavy man like you,” and
she jumped vn the scale like a bird. ¢ One hundred
and eighteen. Well. that is light. One dollar, please.”

“What,” said the youth, *isn’t that pretty steep?
I wean ["'—

» 0, but you know,*” said the young lady, * it 18 for
charity,”> and another $1 was added to the treasury,
* I think I shall have to go, 1 bhave an engagement
* But you must first buy me a bouquet for taking
you all around,’" said the young lady. ** Right over
bere,” and they were soon in fron: of the other table.
««Hereisjust what I want,” and the young lady picked
up a basket of roses and violets, ‘:Seven dollars,
please.”

“0Oh, Jack, is that you?"’ eried the poor youth's
““cousin” from behind the flower stand,  and buying
flowers for Miss Giggle, too. Oh, I shall be terribly
jealous unless you buy me a basket, t0o,”” and she
picked up su elaborate affair. ‘* Twelve dollars,
please, Jack,”” and the youth put down the money,
looking terribly coufused, as much as though he did
not know whetber to make = bolt for the door or give
up all hope and settle down in despair.

“You'll excuse me, ladies.” he stammered, but 1
must go. I bave ' —

¢ Here, let me pin this in your button-hole,” inter-
rupted his *‘cousin’’ ¢ Fifty cents, please,” and
then the youth broke away and made s straight line
for the catry.

«* Well, if ever I visit another fair may I be—be—"'
he ejaculated, as he counted over his cash to see if he
bad car fare to ride home —Rutland (Vt.) Herald and
Globe.
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A Royal Letter.

King Oscar of Sweden has written a letter to Chrig-
tine Nilsson ; the following is a copy:

“ Dear Mme Nilsson- Rouzaud:—I am sure that you
have pot doubted s single instant of the very sincere
sympathy I bave in the cruecl trial which has fallen
on you The news reached e very late, owing to
my journey to Christisna, and when a: length I heard
of the death of your hushbausd it was too lato to Leie-
graph, and 1 preferred waitipg till I couid proporly
write a letter 10 your great and natural affliction with.
out being obtrusive. Dear Mme. Nilsson, I was much
distressed whean [ read the sad circumstances which led
to your terrible mnisfortune. God alone can give you
strength of mind and body to bear up aganst suchu
trisl; but he will give it you 1 am certan, and you
have my sincerest wishes for your future You are
yet youog and in full possession of the great artistic
quslities which have founded and justify your renown.
You will find covsolation in work, and your very sor-
row, by the help of God, vy contribute to the de-
velopment of your geniu . You may long, very long,
I bope, remain the great artist who honors the country
which gave you birtb It is not 20 much in my char-
acter as King of that country, but 88 an fwateur, and
above all as your friend, that I do not hesitate to ssy
this. Yes, rely on those scntiments on my part, and
believe me, Your ever affcctionate Oscar.”

—~Mzsaes. Broor« & Dickron state they bave
received cable advices that Mlie. Aiméc will positively
sappear bere next season under their mansgement.
She is to sing in English a repertory of fifteeu operas.

—Tux Breoklyn Plulbarmonic Society was orgsn-
ized in 1857. Duricg the twenty-ive Fears of its
existence the following gentlemen have been cagductors
of the orchestra: 1867-1862, Theodore Eisfeld ; 1862
for a few months), Theodoro Thomas: 1462-1866,
teodore Eisfcld : 1865-1866, Carl Bergmann; 1866-
1R70. Theodore Thoman: 1870-1873, (arl Bergmaan:
18731882, Theodore Thomas.

It is proposed to make A very material change in
the arrangements of the society next season. Instead
of six concerts and twolve public rchearsals, eight

concerta and eight rehearsals will be given.

No Use for Native Talent.

This is what the Dramatic Times said of Thomas’
programme for the late New York Music Featival -
*« The programme has been propared and publiched
by Mr. Theodore Thomas. It contains a great deal of
uninteresting stuff and three or four great compositions
—notably Beethoven's Solemn Mass, Handel's Iumel
in Egypt, Bach’s Cantata and Liszt's Symphony. But
in the whole five days’ ascumulation of atuff, we do not
find one composition by an American composer The
musicians of this country are ignored completely !
Why should they be, 10 a grest festival which ia aup-
posed to be a representative musical eotertainment ’
Would it not be graceful aod sppropriate to putinr
composition by some one of the several men who have
been strugging with marked ability and originality
agninst the storm of German music which has been
blowing over the country ever since Thomas got hold
of the elements? Is a musical festival only interesting
historically, that Spontini and Cimarosa and Botticini
and Bozzini and Trichinw shculd have s place in it?
Thomas, it is well known, does not believe in the develop-
ment of 4merican music by the encouragement of American
composers ! He holds congistently to the doctrine that
the best way to encourage music in America 18 to ig-
nore those who try to make it, and sccure as much
glory ay possible for those who only mark the time of
foreign compositions.”
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—'"Tug MoxtBLY REVIiXW,” 8 pretty little pamphlet,
comtaining swong other things s complete list of the
best music and books published during the moneh,
will be mailed to any address, on receipt of a three
cent stamp.

—RuboLPH ArONeON'S orchestra for Gotham's * New
Casino™ will include Messrs. Hamm, Schubruk, Belz,
Firber, Kayser, Schwarz, Weiner, Ikler and Bernstein,
in addition to membery from the Philharmonic Society
and Mapleson's Opera Orchestra.

—Mangrine Locerre (Mrs. J. H. Ryley) bas re-
ceived a very complimentary letter from Manager
McCaull, with an offer of an engagement for next sea-
son. She learnod and sang the part of Ohwette in
twenty-four bours at Washington,

—+* WuEN you order a new covering for your parasol,
of a particular color, you should always give the shade,
my dear,” said a lady to her daughter, who exclatmed,
¢ Give the shade, mamma! Why, the parasol will do
that.! "—Phila. Chronicle-Herald.

—Tnx productioL~ of Adam Geibel, the composer,
sre becoming quite popular; his melodies are noted
for their sweetuess and originality. ¢ 'Tis Better
Thus We Part,”” and ** The Fisherman's Bride' are
two of his latest and most successful pieces.

~Gryar disappointment wvas felt in London that
Wagner could not in person superintead the produc-
tion of his “Cyclus'* st Her Majesty's Theatre. (e
wrote that the work pecessitated by the approaching
production of  Parsifal’’ prevented his visiting En-
gland.

—Rosxix1 had a great faculty for adapting his music
to the capability of the human voice. He once wrote
a piece of music for a woman who had but enc good
note 10 her voice, aud he made her repest that note,
and 0o other, while the orchesira pisyed the melody
of ber solo.

—Tix poet Dryden wus 5o engrossed with his books
that he found httle ime to devote to bis family. Upon
one occasion his wifo said to him: “ 1 wish | wasa
book, avd then you'd pay me some attention.” Where-
upen, it is said, that the poot ungallantly replied: 1
wish you wecre an almanac, my dear; I t. a could
change you every year.”

—A H \posTAXXR opera company is about to visit
England, and io due time will of course come west, 1o
this Iand of gold where all the talents and sl the im-
becilitics hope to 1aake fortunes. We confess our-
relves ignorant of the Hindoo operatic repertoire.
The Hindoo drametic literature is extensive, and tho
classical works are in quality inferior to no drama in
the world The modern drams iz & very powerful
agent in Hindoo society, and 18 often employed for
poliuual purposes. The drama ** Nil Durpan.” which
was popular a few years ago in Bengal, bad to be
suppressed by the Government, and & strict censorship
is atill exercired over the Hindoo stage. As in all
their dramas music and singing play a prominent part,
it is perbaps s dramatic ocompany which is coming to

| ealigbten us.



