The Cathdlic.

From the Loodon Times.
THE BISIHOP OF ¥ ERUSALED.
Tho unfortunate Bishop of the United
Church of England and Ircland.in Jerusas
lem, it appears, is beginning to experience
tho realities of his position.  The wission
scems to have becn undertaken in a some-
what precipitate, or at least sudden way,
by one or two of our own prelates, in order
to meet the wishes of the King of Prussia,
who mado a liberal offer of furnishing half
iho endowment, to improve in some rather
jndefinite manner, tho various discordant
communions of Christians, and to convert
tho Jows (we forget whether Turks also)
aow resident at Jerusalem,  Many object-
ions were started to this schemo among
shose who took interest in such projects.
A largo body of our own clergy looked
with suspicion on an indefinite alliance with
continental churches just recovering, if in-
deed recovering, from o degree of rational.
ism amounting to unbelief, and held by our
more learned divines tv bo at presentbodies
of vety suspicious doctrine and unsound
constitution. Morcover, it did not very
distinctly appear what was to be, or could
be done, to form the king of Prussia’s de-
signs, ar what those designs exactly were
—or why wo should send out to Jerusalem
to further them, or what chanco there was
of converting the Jews of Jerusalem more
ihan any other Jews in tha whole world—
that wa should on their behalf, intrude an
English bishop into a place where there
was no—or ne dona fide—English congre-
gation, and which was under the civil domi-
nion of the Turks, and withia the ecclesi,
astical authority of other christian bishops
wo sadly numerous and discordant to be
enumerated ; finally, it was doubted whe-
ther this kind of intrusion would be either
a proper or a politic opening to such “ims
proving" intercourse as might be hoped
for between such bishops and ourselves.

To meet somo of these objections, a cir-
cular was put forward by authority,inform-
ing the objectars, that no hostile intrusion
was intended upon the corrupt Oriental,
or contession to the *Jess perfectly cons
stituted” German cammunions, but only
the establishmeat of a centre of attraction
and model for imitation for all such as
might wish to unite or conform themselves
10 the pattern of a church neither corvupt
nor imperfect ; and that the existing Syri-
an churches professed the most amicable
feelings towards the coming bishop. In
othier quarters, & hind of ecclesiastico-po-
litical motive was urged. Russia had its
partizans in the orthodox Greek—France
in the Roman Catholic,communion inthese
parts.  England, » more eflicient protects
tess than either, might, il she only chose
10 put forward a religion, organize a’ body
of allies among the various heretical seets
of these countries, some Jews, (it would
appear) and the Druses, who manifested
“jmproving™ tendencies,which might ghve
most cfficient assistance to her political
wovements. These Druses, we may res
peat, are gentry whose real acligion is a
mystery, which no one yet has been able
1o penstrate, but who are understood out-
wardly to adept the icligion of the sirong:
ast.  So it is probablethat their Protestant

tepdencies were considerably hastened by,

if they do not date from, tho result of Bri-
tish operations on the coast of Syria,
Amid these various hopes and object.
jons, Bishop Alexander was launched in
the Devastation steam-frigate, with letters
commeundatory to his various other brother
prctates of the Syrian and adjacent
churches.

‘Tho roport of our movement, howover,
and the exact shapo it had taken, began to
alarm other countries, [DProtests against

‘made his public entry into ono of the four
holy cities of Islam, (tho others are Mecen,
Medinna, and Damascus,)} on tho occusion
of ane of the greatest festivals of the Mo-
hamedan kingdom.”

‘Talir Pucha received the bishop with
“great politcness,” and on the whole no-
thing could be moro prosparous, or prom-
ising, or impressive, Wo ourselves, in-
deed should have questioned the wisdom
of anything quite so striking. "Lhe British

our encroachment appeared in the French
Chamber of Deputies.  The Porte refus-
¢d, and has not yet conseuted, to grant the
firman necessary to placo our bishop on
the same civil footing as those who are als
ready located at Jerusalent.  TheGerina,
clergy heard a report that they had been
called * less perfectly constituted” by the
English authorities, and declined any fur-
ther concurrence inthe government pro-
cceding till this part of the mattgr was sa-
tisfactorily undersivod. Bishop Alexander,
meanwhile, happily . ow at sea, pursued
his way in the Devastation steam-frigate,
strong in his expectations of greeting to be
recoived from Greck, Turk, Jew, and he~
retic, and was landod at Jafla, peaceably
ignorant of the breezes which were spring-
ing up behind him,

Our readers may have observed in our
paper nearly a month since, an account,
written by an eye witness; of the vishop’s
almost triumphal entry in Jerusalem, *in
a procession,” he says, ** which will be
remembered by those who saw it to the
latest day of their lives.  On approaching
the town, tho cavalcade, which already
consisted of iifty or sixty persons, was
swollen by the junction of the Bey, second
in command uf the troops, who, accompas
nied by a guard of honor, and the Janiza-
rics of the Pacha, had heen sent to com-
pliment Colonel Rose on his arrival, while
all the loungers of Jerusulem turned out
for tho occasion.  Not the least interesting
object in the throng was Mis. Alexander,
the fair,partner of the right revd. prelate.
Being in that state which ladies wish to be,
it had Leen considered by the physician
of the mission unadvisable fer her to
attempt the journey on lhorseback. Acs
cordingly, a large tatterwan, or orientat
liter wzs constrncted, which, supported
before ond behind by stout muis, conveyed
Mrs. Alexander and the vounger portion
of her family, over the recky and -recipit
ous tracts which leads from Jana to Jera
salem.”

\While the procession, which now cons
sisted ofabout 100 persons on horseback,
enteied Jerusalem by the Bethlehem gate:

« The wildly accontered and unearthly
looking Bedouin ircegulars, who liad been
playing the djereed, and gambolling round
the procession at the full speed of their de-
sert harses, contented thewselves with fir-
ing offtheir muskers, Leing now hemmed
in by tho motley throng of citizens and
fn"yhccn—Mussulmnns in their furced pe-
lisses and well-folded turbans, down to the
filthy old Polish Jew in the last stage of
wilful hydropliobia.”

And as the cavalcade left that spot—

« The gans thundered forth the salute
for the evo of the Courban Bairam. Thus,

Ly an odd clauce, e Protesiant bishop

power is perhaps too generally 1dentified
iv the East with Turkish asceudancy 5 and
the sight of an English prelate *‘entering
one of the four holy citties of Islam,” ¢*on
the occasion of one of the greatest festivals
of the Mahomedan religion,” with a bey,
sad a guard of hounour, Janissaries and
Bedouins in his train, tho guns firiog at the
moment of Ins entry, and the Pacha re-
ceiving him “with the. greatest politeness,”
might produco an impression in the very
unenlightered and bigoted Christian popu-
lation of that country of a greatee offinity
than was quite desirable betwween the Eng-
lish and Mobomedan religions, There is
another subject, which we touch with re-
luctance, because it is delicate, The

prominence given to **not the least inter-

mon, The Mussulmins remained geu~
trel? (and no doubt much edified) “on the
oceasion.”  And from anotlier source wo
hear, that of many reports prevalent in
Constantinople with respect to Syrian af-
fairs, *tho only one which has obtained
corfitmation (rom the mouth of an ambass
sador is the attack on the Protestant Bish~
op of Jerusslern  and it Is added, that his
life was actually in donger.”

\What is to be the result of the bishop’>
troubles, v.e do not pretend to foretell ;
but we cannot admire tho foresight or
management of those who have exposed
him to the peltings of the communions
which he comes to conciliate ; and would
carnestly desire his withdrawal from a
position where, with the credit of the Eng-
lish Church and nation depending on him,
he can hardly tefl whether it is his busix
ness o avenge or to suffer—q{o make him-
sell” respected os a representative of our
state, or embrace.the crown of martyrdom
as the missionary of our Church.

Tue Bisuor inJerusareM—The Zerp-
sic Gazeete of the 23rd hasan article lrom
Constantinople of the 2d, confirming tho

esting ohject in the throng,” wo must con-
fess, seems injudicious. No one reverenceg
f more than ourselves the holiness of domes-
'tic relations ; but it is wice to tespect
i prejudices 3 and Grecks, as well as Ro-
man Catholics, have a strong prejudice—
mixed, perhaps—swhich mskes it more
‘painful——\vilh a kind of of sarcastic con-
| tempt for bisbops’ families. We remem-
"ber a st~y of an Halian, whe, recounting
to his countryman the sights he bad scen
iin London, told them that in Bond-street
1 he had been shown a caniage in which sai
a bishop—*un Vescovo, una Vescova!
e—e Cielo!—dei Vescovini 11”7 Nor can
we think it wise to have begun by obtrus
ding on the rude notice of the pupulace
those members of the episcopal party
wkich not a man of the assembled erowd
would hesitate to stigmatize by such de
precisting anu profane appellations as
“bishopess” and bishoplings”—and which
at least wou'd, in the present state cf opin-
ion, be very ferindeed fiom approving

lar notions of propriety,

Whether these, as wo must consider
them, faults of judgment had anythivg to
do with the result of Bishop Alexandet’s
preaching at Jerusalem wedo notknow.—
But certain itis that these amicable feels
ings which our authorities believed in and
premised, do rot scem at present to exist
in the minds of the uative Christians.—
The tide has set, we are sorry ty say,
strongly against the bishop n ali dirce-
tious in Asin as in Europe.

tJamque facces et sana volant.”

T last accounts stated that he had
broken with Tahiz Pasha, because tha
{unctionary refused to recoguize him as
any thing more than an English traveller ;
and his relations wath the Chritian popu-
totion scems yet more unsatistacnry.  The
Augsburg Gazctte wlis us, It appears
certain that the English Bishop of Jeru-
salem was pelted with stoues by the
Chiistiaes whilst ke wus preachinga sei~

themselves, as they should, to the popu-§

personal dangers incurred by Bishop Alex-
ender at Jerusalem, aud the iosults to
which he wus exposed from both Jews and
Christians whilst preaching in the open air,
The bishop sppealed to Sic StratfordCan-
ning, snd represented that if his person
was notin safety he should be under ihe
nccessity of quitting the country. The
ambassedor immediately addressed the
Divau on the subject.  Negotiations went
on for eight days, when the Porte at last
decidedly refusedto acknowledge the new
bishop, declared that the Turkish govera-
ment would not risk creating discontent
among a vast pumber of its subjects who
hold the Greek and Roman faith, and
whose privilege it is oot to admit into Jeru-
salem what they term a heretic prelate.—
fzzet Pacha persisied in this resolution 5
and after some more representations from
Sir Stratford Canning, the Porte gave the
following final anster :—¢¢ As we cannot,
without evident danger, acknowledge by
a special firman, your Anglican bishop,
we, however, out of respect for ier Majes-
ty Queen Vieroria, grant to the said bish-
op the protection and toleration which we
allow 1o al} other Christian ccclesiastics
who make a tempurary residence in our
empire. Fustructions to this effect will be
sent to the Tabir Pacha, to whom we will
recemmend the bishop in Jerusalea.”

Tug EvanceLiCaL SEAL oF THE Bisu-
of Ix JerusaLeM.—On the right of the
escutcheon is a hon, standing erect, hold-
ing a flag, with the device in Hebrew—
Juda. Outhe left, thearms of Prussia snd
of Englaud, marked with 2 star. Under-
weath is a doye with the olive branch, and
the device in tho Hebrew {ext— Peacc—
Peace to Jerusal a—L* Univers.

e

The ZLeipsic Umeersal Gazette quotes
a letter, dated Borlin, 19th ult., meation-
wg that the Syuod of Prussia persisted in
its opposition to the cstablishment of zn
evangeheal bishopricat Jersalem 1 cons
junction with England.




