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Cuarrer XIIL

THE [IISTORY OF JOSEPH.—Continued.

Verse 55.—\When the threatened scarcity cvery-
*where prevailed 5 and the people in Egypt ¢began to be
famished ; they ciied to Pharaoh for food ; aud he said
to them, go to Joseph, and do all that he shall say to
you."?

It js to Jesus that all mankind are referred in their
wants by the eternnl father. It is through the Saviour
-alone that they can ohtain what they ask of Ged. He
is the sole distributor of the provisions, which™ ho has
stored np for them and he deals them out on his own
terms. They. who apply to him, are commanded “to do
all that he shall say to them ;7 Mavwr. 17, 5. Neither
is there any supply to be procured m the whele earth,
but from Josepl's siores crected all over the land of
Egypt; thatis from the numberless branches of the
Saviour’s Church spreud over all this carth, the land of
famine and spiritual desolation ; save where the proper
application is made at Josepl’s barns for the needtul,
soul sustnining provision. ‘Thither ton. ot last, must
the Isruclites repairto bave thewr spimitual wants sup-
plicd; not to the sham stores of any other, hut to
thoso erected by their brother Joseph ; 1o those of that
Church, the first of any ; to which all his promises
wore made ; * agsinst which Le said the gates of Hell
should never prevail 5 MaTr. xvi. 13 : and with which
he promised 1o abide, together with his Holy Spirit,
¢t the spirit of trutk ; wiio should teach her all truth to
the end of the world 5% Marr xxviii. 20 ; Jonx xiv. 26
adding.in centirmation of these,lus promises : “Heaven
and certh shail pass; but my words shall never pass
away ;7 MaT=. xxiv. 33, and assuring uvs that, “where
two or three are gathered together in his name, (not in
the name of any other, of a Luther, a Calvin, a Wes-
ley, or a whom you please) there is he in the midst of
thom.—dlATe. xwiii. 20,

The rest of Joseph’s affecting histery shews, in the
raystical sonse, the happy final reconciliation of the
Jews with their Messiah; whom, though so long as
dead to them ; they tind alive, and ruling in a foreign
lagd; udored and invocated, as the God and Saviour of
all, by the converted Gentiles.,

Chajiter xlviii., verse 5.—Jicob adopts Ephraim and
Alagasses, the 1wo sons born 10 Joseph by his Gentile
wife ; and granis them all the rights of primogeniture,
which belonged to his own two first born, Reuben and

Sizmeon, whose former conduct had so grieved hims 1
Papal.v. 1,2 God, in like manner adopts the spirit-
uel ofpring of Jeeus 3 born to him in baptism by bis
Gentile spouse, the Christian Church ; and gives them
all the rights of iuberitanen, which belonged 1o his own
first born 10 the syaag.guo ; whose conduct also bat. so
displcased him,
¢ find another mystory displared in Jacob's man-
ner of blessiog Joseph’s children. They are placed by
their netural futher, Joseph the oldest, Manasses, on

2 head 3 verse 19, “*Awd he relusing said. I know, my

Jncob’s right hand’; the youngest Lphraim, on his left,
But Jacob, in biessing them crosses his urms ; and lays
' ithig right hand on Ephraim's hea !, and his left un the
head of Manasses ¥

Verse 17.—¢t And Joseph, seeing that his father had'
put his right hand on the head of Epbraim, was much
displeased ; and, taking his fathers hand he tried 1o lift
it from Ephraim’s hezd, and to ramove it to the head of
Manasses;” verse 18, ¢ And ho said to his father;
for this is the first born, Put thy right hand upon his

son ! I koow, &c.”?

There we see, as i Jacob’s owu case, the younger
preferred by the Deity to the elder ; the late offspring
of the Gentile church put before tho carly one of the
Jewish synagogue 5 and inheriting through the cross
(which is the scandal of the Jew, 1 Con.i. 28) the chief
promisc and choicest henedicion.

Verse 13, 16.—"Lhe words also of Jacob’s blessing
arc particularly remarkable at a time, when so many
in their pew fashioned religions, make a mockery of
praying to God through the medium of his Samnts and
Angels 3 who, notwithstanding,are represented in Scrip-
ture as oflering up our prayers to God ; Aroc. viii. 3,4,
Jacob, in blessing his grandsons. alludes in his prayer,
as a motive for granting his reguest, to the virtues of
those Saints, his progenitors, Abraham, and lsnac;
who had always, as God himself had desired them to
do, “wa’ked before God, and were perfect 5 GEN. xvil.
1—and prays “the Angel, wbo delivered kiim from alt
evils, to hless the boys.”

Oziginale
THE CREATIUN.

In all his vast eternity had dwelt,

Pavillion’d deep, the sole e:sential Being,

Self perieet, self suffieing, and self blest 5
Whenp, his free gracious purpose to fullil,

And creatures make, who were nos, in lus blise
Participant ; at length his mighty scheme

He will’d existant : and existant straizht

His wond’rous scheme appear’d of objects new,
And woilds extrinsic, in their systems roll’d
Harmonious forth ; ten thousand blazing orbs,
Bright'ning cach in its course the boundless void,
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REMARKS ON THE MICROSCOI'E.

The use of the Microscope will naturally lead 2 think-
ing mind tc a consideration of matter as fashicued 1ato0
different figures and sizes, whether animate, or inasi-
mate. It will raisc our reflections from a mite to a
whale ; fron o grain of sand to the globe wherein we
live 3 thence to the sunand plasets; & perhaps onward
still to tho fixed stars, and the revolving orbits they en-
lighten ; where we shall be lost amongst suns and
worlds in the immeasity and magnificenco of natuse.
Our ideas of matter, space and duration, are merely
comparative taken from ourselves, and things around
us, and limited *o certain huands; Leyond which, if we
codearvour to extend them, they become very indistingt.
Theo beginnings and endings, excessive greatness, or
excessive littleness of things, are to us all perplexity
and confusioa.

« Let o man try to conceive the dificrent bulk of 2n
animal, which is twenty, from annher,which ss an hun-
dred times less Yhan a2 mite; or to compare in his
thouglits the length of a thousand diameters of the carth
with that of o million : and he wiil quickly find that he
has no differcnt measures ia his mind adjusted o such
extraordinary degrees F grandenr or minuteoess. The
understanding indeed opens an infinite space on cvery
sido to0 ug ; but the imagination, after a few faint efiorts,
is immediately at 2 stand ; and finds itsel{ swallowed up
in the itnmensity of the void that surrounds it. Oour

finite vanety of duneasions; but the fancy svon loses
sight of’ it 5 and feels in itself a kind of chasm, that
wants to be filled win watter of more sensible buik.—
o ean neither widen, nor contract the faculty to the
dimension of either extreme.  The object is too g fou
our capacity, when we would comprehond the circumfe-
rence of a world; and dwindles to nothing, when we
endeavour adter the wea of an atom."—Spectator, No.
420.

The minute size of microscopical animaleules, and
tho little space they occupy, when compared with our-
sclves, and the room we fill, may possibly increase our
pride and folly ; and make us imagine ourselves of
mighty conscquence in the creation.  Bufyif we carry
our thoughts upwards, and compare the body of a man
to the bulk of a mountain 3 that mountain to the whole
carth ; the earth to the circle ‘it describes round the
sun 3 that circle to the sphere of the fixed stars; the
sphere of the fixed stars to the circuit of the whole
creation; and the whole creation itself to the infinite
space that is every where diffused about it; we shall
find oursclves sink to nothing. Were the sun with all
its planetary worlds, utterly extinguished and annihiat-
ed, they would no more be missed 1n the grand universe,
than a grain of sand upon the sea shore ; the space they
possess is so exceecdingly little, in comparison to the
whole that it would scarce make a blank in the crea-
tion. ‘The chasm would be almost impercepuble to ar
eye that could take in the whole compass of nature ; and
pass from orcend of the crention 1o the other. What
then is the mightiest monarch that ever lived 2 What is
the whole face of' man *

Awmite in o cheese is as large and considerable, in
proportion as & man upon the earth.  The little jnsects
feeding on the leaves of peach trees and cherry trecs,
are no ill representation of oxen grazing in large pas-
wires,  And the minute animaleules in a drop of water,
swim about withas much freedom as whales in the ocean,
All have equal room, in proportion to their own bulk,—
‘The term, or duration of life in different creatures is

likewise comparatively long or short, accarding to the

number, quickness and slowness of ideas presentiog
<hemselves succeesively to the mmd. For when the idess
succeed one another swiftly, and many of them arc
crowded 1nto a narrow compasss, the time, however,
short 1t may be,will seem long in proportion to the num-
ber of ideas passing through it.  On the contrary,when
the ideas arc but few,and follow onc arother very slowly s
2 long 1imo will appear skort in proportion to their slow
successsion, and the smallness of their number.

#1i is evident, says Mr. Lock, to any one, who will
but ohserve what passes in his own mind that there isa
train of ideas which constantly succeed one another in
his undesstanding as long as he is awake. Reflections
on these appearances of several ideas, one after another
in our nunds, is what we call duration ; for, whilst we
are thinking, or whilst we receive successively several
ideas 1n our miods, we know that wo do exist; andso
we call the existence, or the continuation of existence of
oursclves, or any thing else commensurate to the sucs
cession of any ideas inour minds ; the duration of our-
selves, or any such cllier thing co-exisiing with our
thinking.

Fromn these principally iti1s manifest that one day
may appear as a thousand years, auda thousand ycars
as one day, by which means the lives of all creatures,
for sught we know, inay secm to themselves nearly of
the same deration. It is, at least, probable that some
thing like tlus may really be the case as (o the 1ahabi-
tants of this earth ; fur, as the same funcuons, or otfices
of life, viz., to be born, scek proper sustenance, increase
in bulk, arnve at full natunyy, propagete the kind, and
die, are cqually perfornicd by all; they who perform
themin a few months, dhys or hours, may bo supposed
from the number and switt succession of 1deas swited to
all thear purposes, to live as long, according o thair
own thinking as other creatures do, where the same
train of ideas provecd more slowly, and ke up many
years.

rcason can pursue a particle of matter through an io-
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