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THE CATHOLIC.

r.othing should be added to, or taken fiom them;
that men should never presume to give them a sig-
nification dilferent from that, which he L.mself bhad
assigned them. It tells us in fine, that he came to
disphy (o the world the light of his revelation, to
eubstitute a uniformity of belief in place of a variety
of sup. ralitioas, to unite from notth to south, from
~astto west, in ono sins'e association, under the
.oke of the same doctrine and the same spiritual
overnment, so many nations widely differmg from
cach other in interests, customs. climates, preju-
cices aud language: a design tov grand for any
wnortal legislator whatsoevers but which well be-
<ame him, who was entitled to the homage of (he
wniverse.
©One of your own divines* las <poken well on
this subject ¢ Nor is the importance of Unity.”
ezys he, * much less in these latter days of chris-
&anity, for as much as all divisions inall times de-
&troy that beauty anu loveliness, which would
otherwise attract all men’s adwiration and affec-
dion. --1t is not the sublimity of Chrishan doctrine,
wor the gloriousness of the hopes it propounds, that
will s0 recommend it to the opinion and esteemn of

®eholders, as when shall be said, Zece ut christia-
«i amant when they shall observe  the love, con-

«ord, and unanimity amongst the professors of it.

And the waat of this hardens the hearts of Jews,

and Turks, and Pagans more against it, than ail
tbe reasons and proofs we can give fur it, will sof-
sen them, and inslead of opening their cars and

not merely expedient, butn. essary. that the cco-"surrectmn iwwas that he oponed Limeef 1o he
nomy of Christian revelauvon be inseparalie fmm‘inpusllcs upon the subjeet, wheon e dechned o thas
_the most absoluteunity,  We will therdote, pro-, the meatness and the extent of' the nunstry he kid
jeecdastep further, and passon to facts. 1t m.c;fu;.un thee © Gome,” said hie to them, * teack
~that Jesus Christwas really desnous that mul.\-,.' all notions—teaching them o observe all thaye
should prevailin bes chiurel and an his doctrme 7 wlatwever Uhave commanded you.™  And at L
Are we certain thiat be actuaily taught itas an es- st appearanee, whenon the point of actunng i
semtial dogma of s faw? - Lot us open the ar-|iheaven. he again commands his apostles to execut
chives that contamat, and st calt to nuad a prin-i his wtenuons: he addresses them with these words,
“eiple on which protestants and catholies are agreed!, the last that have ever been Leard from bis divan
"The prineple 1, that every one ought o believepinouth: “You shall ieceive the power o the Hol,
"and admit what 1 ¢l arly expressed inthe ¥uly ! Ghost conung upon you, and youshall be witues
Scripture. Now,theiefore, let us see whether theses unto me in Jerusalens, and inall Judea, and
Mogina of the tnity of the chureh, both i its wo-, Samariag and coct o the ultermost parts of (e
veumentand i its fauth, is found to be tanght teasth-" Here then, are all nations, all peopic
lmx!, that dearce of ¢learnes-, wlich requires “‘”‘li hotit these who thenmhabited this globe, and thes.
jassent, which commands and beats awsy out t.ub-i! who w.ere to inhalat it to the end of time, warked
mission and our belief. {l out for the apostolic ministry, and from thenceforti.
'! He, wio would understand e plan that our invitcd and called o Jesus Christ.  @dly, But what
;divine legislator proposed 1o himself in coming ' ihen would he do?  Listen, while he informs you :
,dowen upon carth, should collect with care what-} * Other sheep I have that are not of this fold.”
‘ever the evangelists  tell us concerning it in the )] This he said after having spoken of those, who al-
different circumstances of hus life. These difierent  ready were following him, and evidently referring
_passages collected  together and compared with!’to those who had aet,up to that tine, heard his
ieach other, will prove to demonstraton the correct-. voige, that is to say, to all the ations of the world,-
l‘;ncsq of the views, that unassisted 1cason has nl-;i!o whom he ordered it should afierwards be carried
,ready taken of the subject. Our Saviour humselt |« Othersheepl have, th  are not of this fold,”
,>hail nuw open lus thoughts and reveal to us that|; (the Gentiles, strangers at that tme to the fold, in-
i the end of hus preaching and of hus death, were 1st,), to which the Jews alone had Iutherto entered)
i.tocall to huaself all the nations of th e carth; 2dly, )  them also Imust bring, and they shail hear wy
- to wnte them altogether in oue Ludy, mthe sume ;voice, and there shall be one fld and one shep-

shearts to eatertain it, open  their mouths in con- . doctrme and sentimnents.
<empt and blasphemny against it.”  Onthe contra-
&y, the proofs of christianity would easily enter in-
#to the heart by the most movingand irvesistiblo of
wall proofs, the perfect union of Christians among
shemselves.  Where, in fact, are we to look for
wthe cause of this unanimity? Ilow are we to ac-.
::::r,;?izz;}l‘;sﬁ:lll;)(;’:lfizrl::::gi;rl:dtlom:);tc ::::tl;ﬁruil;  shail come from the cast and the west, and sl.mll sit
Wanguage, customs, climate and government? No .Id-:m'n with Ahmhan}’, and Isaac, :m(l. Jacob in the
Shumau ivstitution could cver haveefiected so great l!ﬂngdnm of heaven, qﬂ mount Olivet, after hav-
e prodigy; Jews, Turks, idolators, all would have ing foretold the destruction of Jerusalem, ~and bc_‘-
Qdknowl'edgc«l and adored asupernatural and di- |1nrc‘hc announced ‘thn‘l of the worh),’l.nc said to lis
svine operation. We may then reasonably cou- ‘dnscsp!cs; i _-}nd this Gospel of the kmgd(fm shall
sclade, that if men’s passions had not revolted |blc '-r(‘flchcd in the whole wozld, for 2 tgshmony '»‘:
@ gainst the yoke of authority; if restless spirits had 'a.[ nations, and then snail the consutnmation come.,
wnot been borac away with the mania of dogiatiz- We wiil moreover, adducethe words uttered by
<ing; and subtitizng upon mysteries;

if ambitious lim in the house of Simon during his repast with
4hypocrites and proud sectarians had not divided

1st, Saint Matthew relates that, being struck
with the bumility of’ the centurion and with the
futh that ammated  his petition, our Lord turned
itowards those who were following him, and said o
_them: © Amen, { say to you, I have not found so
“areat faith in Isracl: and 1 say to you, that many

Lazarus, after he had raised hon from the  grave.
@rethren, torn the Church and miscrably dragged . Mary came with great piety 1o pour precious oint-
entire nations after them into schism and cvror, - !hent on lus feet: and Judas having censured this
«athic plan of our divine legislator would lave been aflectionate tribute of respect asud tenderness as an
eloriously accomplished, infidelity would kave dis- ,actot prodigality, Jesus vouchsafes to justify if.,
appuared, all nations would have been brought 1and adds; Amen, I say to you, wheresoever this
over to the Christian religion: from cvery part of ; guspel shall be preached in the whole world, that
the globe the same prayers would be offered up to }.also which she hath done, shali be told fora memo-
our only and adoruble mediator, the world would ity of her-”  Who dacs not discover in these as
Le atthe foot of the cross, and heaven-born u- | well as m the foregoing words, the wtention of the
suty  would regn uidisturbed throughout the  jegislator that his law should be announced to tlie
world. I, world, amd that all the natious of the earth should

1. ;;bc calied untot?

||| So far, be had satisfied himseli' with insinuating
"diton certain oceasions; it was reserved  for a later

Reason has sufficiently proved that it is

* Dr Goodman in lus \rnr‘léacuullcd. - A Scrious\ and
Compassionate Inquiry into the Causes ol the present N,
fect m Conlcmptqof the Protestant  Rehgion and Charch

‘herd.”  We here see the unity of the Church, dis-
tinctly represented under  the figure of one only
fold, which contains one only flock, confided to the
care of one only shepherd or pastor.  But who is
this single pastor?  Jesns Christ was the pastoron
icarth, and nodoubt he continues to be ewinently sa
jin heaven; but, in order that, after his ascension,
the cntire flock might always perceive a pastor at
its head, it was necessary that Jesus Christ shouid
substitute a visible shepherd to the end of time, and
in fact, we learn again from St. John, that at the
momentof hisascending to his Father, in the pre-
sence of his disciples, Jesus Christ confided to Pe

ter and his successors the administration and go-
vernment of all who were bis, and with a view w0
make this great prerogative beiter understood by
all and incontestably recognised inthe prince of the
dhostles, he was pleased to confer it upon him by a
commission given thrice in suceession: “ Feed my
lambs, feed my lambs, feed my sheep.” You see
there isno exeeption: it is the whole flock, all the
sheep who were one day to hear his voice and he
united inone and thesame fold: the whole of the
faithful, therefore, are confided to the guardianship
of cne pastor, to the care of Peter, and after him
his successors.

Previously to this, Jesus Clirist had announced
the snme pre-cminence o the same apostle under
another figure, and alwagys by shewing that he had
but one Chuich in view, 2s he was desirous that
all his sheep should be collected into one fold : and
thisabove all it behoves us to remark: ¢ Thou art

of England-" pages 106, 107.—Past 204, Chap. 2nd, 32 Edi
tios. l.oudon 1673
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“'|period to point it out more expressly. Aftcr his re-

Peter, and upon this rockI will budd my church,



