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his reasons 10 the Macter, This doctrine is taught | any one law ought not to exist in any of the nm:
by tome authors, and it is known that much cor: | cers or the membership  The Master is bound nu

fusion has resulted in consequence of such enon.
eonis teuchiigs.

The petition of an applicant must lie over one
month, A petition can only be received at a re-
gulor meeting, and ballotug for candidaies can
only be held at vegular meetings—that 1s, the sta-
ted monibly meetings—and there must be ap in-
terval of one full month between the conferring of
the degrees,

In Masonry no private malters of busiess or
otherwise, no persanal differences, 1o objections of
religion or politics, constitute valid grounds for de-
pasiting a black ball. To do so would be wrong,
as it would be wrong not to vote a black ball, or
pot 1o vote at all, where it was known that the
applicant was guilty of erime, or unworthy to be
initiated nto the secrets of Masonty. A Mason
ought never to shrink from the performance of a
duty. A Mason should not be influenced to vote
for an applicant because of friendship or associa-
tion. His tughest duty is to the institution. Nes-
ther should he recommend the petition of any one
unless fully satisfied that the applicant is every
way worthy, and will fully conform to the pre-
cepts and established usages of the Order.

The antecedents, circumstances, and social ha-
bits of the ap‘phcnnts are legitimate subjects for
comimittees of investigation to inquire into. Re-
ligion, politics, aud nationality are not proper sub.
jects, and such inquinies are not only improper,

ut are contrary to and in violation of the spirit
and principles of Freemasonry. The inquiry into
the circumstances of applicauts ought ounly to ex-
tend 5o far as that the initiation fee and monthly
contributions will not subject the vetitioner to in-
convenience, or cause him to deprive his family
of their accustomed comforts.

An applicant for the mysteries of Freemusonry
must belteve in a Supreme Being, the Creator ot
all worlds ; he mu-t be a freeman, of matureage,
of sound body and mind, and possess correct moral
principles, and be capable of appreciating the
sublime morality of the 1nstitution, and be of a
benevolent, humane, and chantable disposition.
Immoral men, those physically deformed or 1mbe.
cile in mind, are disgualified by the laws of Ma-
sonry from being admitted into the membership of
the fraternity.

Freemasonry 1s a system of order, govemed by
laws having for their busis certain * landmarks,»
which are found, in the necessities of man, to pro-
mote his social happiness, 1o elevate and improve
him intellectually and spiritually, These laws,
to be beneficial and useful, must be strictly ob-
served and adhered to.  Every Lodge, in addition
to the ancient landmarks, is also governed by the
Constitution, rules and regulations of the Grand
Lodge, which is the legislative govermng bady of
the jurisdiction ; also, by a code of By-Laws,
framed in accordance wuh the above, for its owp
internal government. The €. sutuhions of the
several Grand Lodges differ; therefate Masous
must be governed Ly the local laws of the Grand
Lodge of the jurisdiction where they restde.

The princiF]es of Freemasonry comprehend the
entire code of the morat law. To bea Mason is
to be 2 good man. A good man will bean ob-
server of law., The principles of Freemasonry,
the ancient landmarks, the Constitutionsand Laws
of Grand Lodges, and the By-Laws of subordinate
Lodges, 2l ought to blend harmoniously together,
and in no part contradict each other or come into
conflict. The By-Laws of Lodges ought to be
simplified, and only contain such provisions as are
necessary to systematize the working of the
Lodge. Every By-Law should be fathfully hved
up to. The time of meeting specified 1s as neces-
sary to be observed as the particular stated night.
Minutes aud parts of hours are of importance to
the man of well regulsted mind; and who better
than Masons understand the value ot ttme? The
officers especizlly of a Lodge, as well as us mem-
bers, ought to be at the Lodge-room, so as to open
the i-odge precisely at the time slated in the By-
Laws. Indifference to s particular observance ot
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onty to observe the laws of Lodge himself, but
strictiy to enfarce them nlgo § and the more ngid
the letter of the law is adh red to, the better will
be the spint of Masourv among its membership,
T'bese ohservations apply to every law established
for the government of the Craft.

The Master of a Lodge ought to be well ace
%nainled with the laws, usages, and customs of the

rder, He ought 1o be a man of good judgment,
discretion, and particulorly ought to have his pas.
sions under good control.  He ought to be an ex-
ample of punctuality, fathfulness, zeal, devolio‘u,
and uprightness. 1f the Master is punctual in‘lis
attendance at the Lodge, the members will be
punctual also, 1f the Master has the intclligence
and capacity to instiuct properly the members,
they will also be intelligent Masons. Whatever
his social dispositions may be out of the Lodge
among his brethren and friends, in the Lodge he
must matntown o digaity of character suited to the
position which he accupues.

Freemasonry is a system of order and regulay-
ity 3 the work of the Ludge ought therefore to be
conducted freo from confusion. The Lodge being
ander the charge of the Master, and as he holds
the gavel, he holds in his hand the authoritative
emblem which can command order and regularity.
The gavel should be used with the utmost cau-
tion ; its monitions should never be disregarded,
The Master is supreme in his Lodge ; his word is
law ; from his decision there is no appeal; at
teast upon questions of Masonic usage he 1s, nce
cording to the zeneral verdict of Masonic jurists,
above all law during his term of office, so far as
regards the memnbership of his Lodge, and is only
amenable 1o the Grand Lodge for any misconduct
or violation of the laws of the Order.

As Lodges are constituted now, having theil
warrants trom a Grand Lodge, their officers and
members are under obligations to support, Leep,
and abide by the Constitution and Laws of the
Grand Lodge of their particular jutisdiction ; hence
these and the ancient landmatks form the cade of
laws by which they are governed. As the Con~
stitution and Laws of the many Grand Lodges all
differ one from the other, no cade of Masonic Law
nor principles of jurisprudence can be universally
applicable 1o the Craft of all the various jurisdic-
tions. This is a matter that ought to be well un-
derstood, as it may prevent much confusion in the
decision of Masonic questions.

‘The lezislation of the Cratt is confined to Grand
Lodges. Subordinate Lodgrs meet for purposes
expressed in the warrants, and to perform the
functions for which Freemasonry was instituted.
These ate, to open and close the Lodge according
to the Ritual practiced in each junisdiction, to make
Masons, to practice chanty. to impart_instruction,
to perfect themselves in the work, and to trangart
the usual business of orgamzed associations. The
whole must be conducted in the wmost systematic
and orderly manner. The Lodee during its ses-
sions must be under the control and direction of
the presiding officer. He ought to be well ac-
quainted with the duties of the chair, and be vigi~
lant and attentive toall that transpires in the Lodge,
He aught to direct all the business $o as to avoid
confusion, and no officer aught to perform any dutv
of his office without first having been directed from
the Oriental chawr.  The word of command must
c?mﬁ from the Master, and obedience is the duty
of all.

The Lodge being opened at the time prescribed
in the By-Laws, and consequently the officers in
1 eir proper places, the Master directs the busi-
ness asin his judzment i< best tothe interest of the
Lodeo, and according to circumstances, The
reading of the mirutes of the preceding meeting
is nsually the first business. The Master, how-
ever. may transpnse the business. And hete we
may be permitted to remark that as it 1s hecaming
a prartice for Grand Lodges to frame By-Laws
for the government of subordinate Lodges—a
course which we do not' approve of, as centrahzing
a power already too great jo Grand ‘Lodges—it
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would ba well to lrave the routine of husiness to
the discresion of the Worshiptul Masters. ug no
cede o! By-Laws, however voluminous. can pro-
vide for every costimgency that may anse, and
circumstances may oceur in which the interests of
the Lodge may be affected by being compelled to

‘pursue a prescribed torm,

It is unnecessary to notice the vanous business
matters transacted in the Lodge. ‘The members
should Le silent, and remain in therr places while
the Laige is in session, and be pathicularly atten-
tive to the proceedings, There should be no wins-
pering while the minutes are being read, or reporis
of committees, or balloting, which _are pursued 1n
succession, or during the work ot Entering, Cralt-
ing, or Raising, which, if candidates are present
are followed in order.  If the Secsetary hasomtte
something, or the record 1s at fault, a member may
state the fact by respectfully nsing and addresaing
the chair. The presiding officer must 1n all eases
be ar'dressed, if a brother wishes to speak. The
winutes ought to show clearly all the transactions
of tae Ladge, and before closing ihe Lodge, and
after reading the collections, the amounts and from
whom received, the proceedings, as recorded, cught
to be read. And s the brethren while in the
Lodge meet upon the level, so they ought to part
upon the square, and each maimain a 11gid silence
as to the proceedings of the Ladge, as best condu-
cive to the harmony und welfare of the institution.
— World's Masonic Register.
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MASONRY IN BUENOS AYRES.

BY FINLAY M. KING.

Recent difficulties in the jursdiction of Pern, as
well as those with which onr Lrethren of Bueuos
Ayres have had to contend, lead me to remark
that the fraternity of the Unitct States should be
very charitable in the opinions they may form of
Masonry in those distant climes. Masontc fidehty
has often imperled the lives of our brethren in
both the countries veferred to. 1t is the subject of
rejoicing thal a chauge 1s taking place. The
highest ranks of society, and_very many of the
government officersin Peru, Brazil, Buenos Ayres,
aud in Usugzuay, are contributing to the fraternal
band. and joining their namesand efforts toals
progress and prosperity.

It was ot long since *hat 1 fell in company with
an intelligent and enterprising merchant from
Buenos Ayres, who had long been a member of
our fraternity, and he gave me many interesting
facts in connection with Masonry in that ‘region.
1t appears there are thirteen different Lodges w the
jurisdiction of Buenos Ayres, having 1n all about
3000 members, They are under the supreme
control of the Grand Orient of Uruguay, practicing
the Scotush nite,

A few years since, the Reman Cathohe Bishop
of that country fulmimnated 2 bull agawst all
Magons withan s bishopric, and he went the
length of declaning the marnage contract dis-
solved, and absolving the wife, vinculo marnimonti,
m all cases where the husband refused to renouuce
Maronry, Some parties, as high in temporul
authonty as the bishop was in spintual, appealed
from his dectee to his Holiness Pius 1X.,at Rome,
After waiting a long time for a reply or decision
upon the appaal, aed receiving houe, an wquIry
was instituted as to the cause of the delay, when 1t
was found, to the great satisfaction of the Roman
Catholics of the La Platte, who were unwithng to
bow to the behests of ‘the bisho], that during a
sojourn ot Montevideo, in 1816, the venerable
prelate at Rome, then & young man, received the
degrees and took upon himself the oblizations of
Masonry ! The successor of St. Peter conld by no
means violate the vows he tad thus tahen: his
early years. The result was that the bull of
Buenos Ayrean bishop fell harmless to the giound,
2nd the Grand Orient of Uruguay is in as suc-
cessful operation as ever. Masonry has taken 3
new start w the Argenmtine Confederacy, and its
sepublican tendencies have not only relaxed the
grasp and tyranny of the priesihoot, but have exer+-
cised a powerful influence i ameliorating tae con-
dition and elevating the standard of society. Such-



