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4Èe inctilation of greatuiàrl truthe,
Àndl those Výirtues whioli in ail ages
have been deemed of paramount im-
portance are impreseively set forth
and explained lu the ritual sa it je
the initiate je remin&ed of the faot
tJieat Masonry le organized n'pon, Li
basie of principles and rules concern-
ing duty, hiaving moral as well as
social characterietice and tendcencies.

in the Maeonic system great stress
is laid upon the four cardinal virtues,
ywhlch in ail ages of the worid have
'been regarded as patent factors in t]4ç
'rguIation of the conduct of life.
The significance of the worâ cardinal
will be appreciated when we consider
that it ile derived from cardo, meaning
primarily the hinge of a door, and
ÈeÇondarily that upon which anythlng
depends or revolves. By cardinal
virtues, therefore, reference le -made
'to those moral principles and qualities
whlch are of the £irst rank aind exer-
cise a cantrolling influence mpon tbe
ie. The four yirtues, to which snch

pre-eminence je given, have been
diiferently named ana classifiedl; but
as saopted into the Masonia svstem,
and there emphaeized, they comman-
ly take thie fanm: Temperance, fora.-
tude, prudence and justice.

The first of these virtues je deflned
as 41that due restraint upon the
'tffections and passions, which renders
the lower nature subordinate ta the
higher, and* frees the mind froni the
'allrements of vice." Teniperance
#as presented by some of the anoient
philosophers under the name of mod-
e!'ation, their teaching being ta this
effeot: That men ought ta hold their
conduct -within cz-tain prescribed
limite, and not 1 ý.zh into the excesses
of folly and shame. Masonry urges
this coures. It puts temperance as
firet of the cardinal 'vitues, because
it implies thosefundamental relations
whlch Mau sustaine ta himself-be-
cause it calle fôr restraint and self-
dleial without which the individlual
111e crrnnot appear i its real great-
:ias.

I'ortitude le recoýniuended as the

second, of these important virtueu.
Not only is tlais an essentiel qua]ity
in itself, but it le the guard çof àlmoat
every other virtue. Fortitude le that
firmnes of purposej, that sfxength, of
the will, by which a brave poul eau
resiet evil and be faithfnl to the
right under ail circumstane. M~1a-
sous are Bolemnly charged te stand
firma in their ailegiance to dnty what-
ever nay be the hazard, And the no-
bilty of such adherence je impres.
sively iiluetrated in the ceremony of
introduction into the Order as weil as
by the text of the. ritual.

Prudence je the %third -of thoése
primary virtues on which the estab-
ishmeût of the Masonic oharacter la.
said to depend. In the ordinary use
ana meaning of this word it perhapsl
suggests no more than a due appreci-
ation of what je; proper to be doué
under ail circunistances. A prudent
mnan will oaüse hià life to be conforni-
ed ta the dictates of xeason ; he wml
not le carried a'wa;y by the wavee of
passion or impulse, but his 'worde
andI deea 'will be regulated by a due
discretion. Prudence, however, lu
the Masonio sense, implie8 more than
this restraint of thouglit and cautions-
nees of behavior. It is the eynonymn
of wisaom - thst wisdom which
charges life w~ith a potent force and
adorne it vzith a heavenIy grace.
Wiedom includes knowledge and a
good understaning-a perception of
the best tbings of Iife-and duty, ana a
purpose for their realization. In Ma-
sonry great emphasie je placed upon
equality, even the arrangement of the
Modge, the Master1 e place iu the East,
and bis personification of Ring Solo-
mon, being intended. ta inake prom-
inent~ thst -wisdlom, whlch iu the
lecture of the first degree je declarecd
to be the characteriàtic of every
Mason.

Justice ie the fourth of the cardinal
virmtues. If named last i the ordi-
n6.ry classification, it le by no nieaus
the Ieast of those moral exceU~enoieg
speci0ly commenaed. To be per-
fectly just la au attributs of thc>,
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